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The Origins of Scouting in Rusthall
1868/9
	“Be Prepared – the meaning of the motto is that a Scout must prepare himself by previous thinking out and practicing how to act on any accident or emergency so that he is never taken by surprise”
Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)
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	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Did Baden-Powell’s Idea of Scouting originate in Rusthall ? 
1868/9
The following extract from a short article published in the Kent and Sussex Courier of January 1941 to mark the death of Lord Baden Powell suggests that, in the words of the headline, the ‘Idea of Scouting originated near Tunbridge Wells.’  
‘But for the fact that Lord Baden-Powell received his early education at Rose Hill School Tunbridge Wells, and paid periodical visits to his grandfather at Langton Manor, the Scout Movement.might not have been born.  It was on one his later visits to Tunbridge Wells that the Chief Scout confided to Canon JH Masters, the former popular Rector of Speldhurst, that when he (Lord Baden-Powell) was at school at Rose Hill it was his custom to take a walk across Rusthall and through Shadwell Woods to his grandfather’s house, the Manor, and it was during one of those walks that the idea of Scouting first took root.  But it was not until after the South African War that those thoughts and ideas took shape.’ 
Researchers’ note – Shadwell Woods would become very familiar to boys from Rusthall (and the surrounding area) as it became a regular venue for ‘training’ and ‘wide games’ for members of the Church Lads’ Brigade and the Scouts.

We are at present in dialogue with Dennis Penfold of the Rusthall Local History Group regarding the buildings that our Founder would have seen on his journey – many fewer than he would have seen today. 
Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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Shadwell Woods today
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