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	“Happiness is open to all, since, when you boil it down, it merely consists of contentment with what you have got and doing what you can for other people”

Lessons from the Varsity of Life

Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)
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	We are seeking :

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Opening of a New Club and Coffee House at Denny Bottom

Tuesday 12th April 1898
On Tuesday 12th April, a new Club and Coffee House was opened at Denny Bottom, opposite the Toad Rock.  Some 67 years later the same refurbished building would reopen as the new Headquarters of the Rusthall Scout Group.

The Club and Coffee House was opened by the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells, Major Lutwidge, in the presence of the Vicar of St Paul’s Rusthall, The Rev. F F Walrond and the newly appointed manager, Mr Giles.  Funding for the project was by donations from parishioners after an initial donation of £500 from the late Mr W. Debenham of Nevill Park.  The cost of the land was £350 and the building itself cost £1170.  The construction was undertaken by a local builder John Jarvis using plans drawn up by architects M.H. and E. Cronk. 

The aim of the project was to provide a venue for social and other events that would benefit the local community.  It was provided with a billiard table, other games equipment and a small library in the upper room.  The main room on the ground floor was open to all during the day and workers were served a mid-day meal and tea from the adjoining kitchen area.  Refreshments were also available throughout the day for visitors as an alternative to the ‘temptations’ of the pub across the road.   During the evening the premises were reserved exclusively for ‘the men and lads.’  Smoking was permitted and refreshments were available at a ‘Temperance Tariff of modest prices.’  Three furnished cubicles provided accommodation for single men at a rent of 3/6d per week.
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