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	“Fun, fighting, and feeding ! These are the three

indispensable elements of the boy’s world”

Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)


	?
	We are seeking :

· Any further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
Church Lad’s Brigade Camp

Kewhurst - near Bexhill

5th- 12th August  1899

The Kent and Sussex Courier (18th August) carried a report of CLB members from the Tunbridge Wells Companies attached to 1st Battalion, Canterbury Regiment, attending a week-long camp at Kewhurst, near Bexhill.  The Rusthall Company was also attached to 1st Battalion, Canterbury Regiment and although there is no specific mention of Rusthall in the article, it is possible that some of the lads took part in the camp.  
The report gives an insight into the organisation and training aspects of the CLB camp.  The camp brought together some 340 participants (including officers) from all parts of the South East of England, with Companies from Beckenham, Croydon, Brighton, Worthing, Horsham, Lyminster, London, Sevenoaks and Folkestone being represented.  Officers from Tunbridge Wells included Major Johnson (one of the Officers Commanding the Camp), the Rev. F.W. Short of St. James’ Church (Camp Quartermaster) and the Rev. R.L. Gwynne, of St. John’s Church (Camp Chaplain). 
The programme of activities included sports such as cricket, football, swimming and boxing. Two field days were devoted to military style training and the Inspection Parade day included marching to the Brigades fife and drum bands, rifle firing, rifle and bayonet drill and physical drill.
The boys were given a ‘hearty’ mid-day meal consisting ¾ lb of meat and ¾ lb of potatoes.  For breakfast and dinner they were given bread and butter and a pint of tea.  A canteen provided additional ‘luxuries’ including eggs, jam, cakes, tea, coffee and ginger beer.  However, it is not clear whether these items had to be purchased. 
The cost of the camp was 10/- per head although participants unable to pay the full amount were subsidised from parochial funds.
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