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	“The uniform makes for brotherhood, since when universally adopted it covers up all differences of class and country”

Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)


	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
The Regimental Competition
20 May 1907
On Whit Monday 1907, Rusthall Church Lads’ Brigade participates in the Regimental competition – setting the scene for future Scout Wide Games,
Extract from The Courier – 24 May 1907

Church Lads’ Brigade Review

Interesting Whit Monday Gathering

Competition and Sham Fight

The Regimental competitions in connection with the Church Lads’ Brigade took place on Whit-Monday at Shandon, Sandrock Road, by kind permission of Major CR Fletcher-Lutwidge.  Unfortunately, the weather was not so warm as might have been desired, but nevertheless a most enjoyable day was spent, the companies entering the competitions coming from Barming, Maidstone, Snodland, Paddock Wood, Sevenoaks, Sundridge, Ide Hill, East Peckham, Dartford, Bromley, Belvedere, Shortlands, Orpington, and the local companies of St John’s, St James’s and Rusthall, in all making a total number of about 500.
The proceedings commenced at half past ten, when a drum head service of impressive character was held, and the Ven Archdeacon Scott delivered a short address........
.......The competitions were then proceeded with, General Lord Methuen, the Governor of the Church Lads’ Brigade, having kindly arranged two military judges to be sent from the depot at Chatham.
The competitions proved exceedingly interesting, and well contested, but the honours creditably fell to our local company, St James’s, who have always held a prominent position in the Brigade.
The results were as follows :
‘Bishops Colour’ competition for the Challenge Banner, presented by the Lord Bishop of Rochester for the most efficient company in the Diocese, was won by St James’s the other companies competing being St John’s (Tunbridge Wells), Kippington (Sevenoaks), Barming, East Peckham, Dartford and Snodland.
Physical Drill for Silver Challenge Cup presented ny the Rev. Percy Thompson, Kippington, was won by St James’s, the other companies competing being Kippington, Ide Hill, Sundridge, Rusthall, and Orpington.
Band Competitions for Banner, presented by Sir William Cameron, won by Tunbridge Wells Battalion Band.
Individual Buglers’ Competition (Silver Bugle presented by the Regiment) won by Geo. Wood, of St James’s.
After the competitions, a sham fight was arranged, in which the first Battalion (Red) was to endeavour to take a convoy of wagons from Tunbridge Wells to Maidstone, through Pembury, while the second Battalion was sent to oppose its progress. The convoy party was successful in their mission after some interesting manoeuvering, although their opponents claimed that they had not got through without great loss of life.
In the evening the lads adjourned to the beautiful grounds of Sherwood, Pembury Road, at the invitation of his Worship the Mayor (Councillor B.M.Woolan, J.P.).
After tea the boys were paraded for the presentation of prizes.
His Worship the Mayor, in a short address, said he was very glad to see them there that day. He thought they were doing good work, and that every boy and every man who fitted himself to protect his country was doing his duty. Every boy and every man who refrained from training himself, to protect his country was a coward, because some other boy or some other man had to do a double duty.  They all realised that there were bullies amongst nations, as well as bullies amongst boys, and asked what would happen if one of the bullies amongst the nations were to say to us ‘You shall not have food.’  It was therefore necessary to protect our country.  In conclusion, His Worship t said that the Church Lads’ Brigade was doing very good work, and from what the inspecting officers had told him they were deserving of great praise, and personally he was glad to see such good results.
His Worship the Mayor then introduced the Mayoress, who performed the pleasing ceremony of distributing the awards gained in the morning competitions, which all went to the local company of St James’s, thus reflecting great credit upon our Tunbridge Wells lads and their commanding officer.
Later, to the strains of martial music, and with many coloured flags waving, the lads then executed a grand ‘march past’, concluding a very enjoyable day, after which the lads started on their homeward journey.  

Rusthall Church Lads Brigade in Camp
Near Bognor

From The Courier - 16 August 1907

The Southern District Camp (near Bognor) this year was made up of contingents from the Dioceses of Winchester, Chichester, Rochester, Canterbury and Ely.  The numbers again showed an increase, the total numbers of Officers and lads being 698.  
The Commandant was Colonel F.A. Yorke R.A., who is well known in Tunbridge Wells, and the Camp Chaplain, the Lord Bishop of Rochester. 
The local detachment, under the command of Major R.S. Johnson, (who also acted as Brigade Major), numbered about 50 of all ranks from the Parishes of St James’, St John’s and Rusthall.  They are to be congratulated on winning for the 10th year in succession, the prize for the best tents in the Battalion, and for the second year, the Silver Challenge Cup, presented by the Rev. G.K. Oliver of Dorking, for rifle shooting.  
Bugler Lampard of St James’ secured the Bugle Championship in the Camp, while Lance-Corpl Resler and Staff Sergeant Acott won swimming and running prizes respectively.  
The Camp was inspected on Thursday by Major Langton of the Sussex Regiment, in place of General Lord Methuen who was prevented from coming this year.  He expressed his entire satisfaction with all the arrangements and was especially pleased with the steadiness of the lads on parade and with the excellent march past.  The splendid Bugle Band, 75 strong was under the charge of Bandmaster Parker of Tunbridge Wells Battalion.

Scout Movement Milestones – 1907
	29 July to 8 August
	Baden-Powell’s experimental camp on Brownsea Island. Click HERE to read of the Camp.

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year

or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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