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“We have found a strange footprint on the shores of the unknown. We have devised profound theories, one after another, to account for its origins. At last, we have succeeded in reconstructing the creature that made the footprint. And lo! It is our own”

Sir Arthur Eddington (1882-1944), English astronomer

	?
	We are seeking :

· Information regarding any links between Lord Baden-Powell and Rusthall.

· Information regarding any links between Rusthall and Speldhurst Scouts.

· Any further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
In Search of our Origins

From our initial research in the early 1990s, there was no doubt that Scouting in Rusthall came into being sometime during the period 1908 to 1914. The exact date had then to be determined, but it was very likely that, at its inception, the local organisation was not purely devoted to the guidelines laid down by Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell. This conclusion had been reached from, amongst other evidence, the following findings.
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	· A statement lodged with Imperial Scout Headquarters by the Reverend HF Shepherd on 6 October 1919, to the effect that “Incorporated Church Scouts, in connection with the Church Lads Brigade, existed formerly in the Parish”.
· The existence of pre-First World War photographs depicting identifiable lads in Church Lads Brigade uniform, but with belts bearing the Scout emblem.
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· Firm recollections from Vic Wood (Assistant Scoutmaster, 1920 to 1924) and from discussions with other local people.
· Records held by the Headquarters of the Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade.
	Although further research had yet to be undertaken regarding the Incorporated Church Scouts, we felt that the following was very worthy of note, as the Church Lads Brigade was certainly the forerunner (and initial partner) of Scouting in Rusthall.

· The Rusthall Company of the Church Lads Brigade (no 1195) was initially opened on 4 January 1897, but was disbanded in 1901. The Company was one of six in the Canterbury Regiment 1st Battalion (B46).
· The Company was reformed on 9 March 1905 under the following officers :
· Chaplain : Reverend FN Eden

· Captain, Assistant Chaplain & Correspondent : Reverend A Tomlinson of 2 Lower Green Road, Rusthall (transferred from Company 216, St Mary’s, Horsham).

· Warrant Officer : Mr W Downs
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The Company finally disbanded on 7 November 1920, but there are firm indications that the Incorporated Church Scouts of Rusthall last met as an organisation within a short time of the outbreak of the First World War.
…… but then there was light !
	The foregoing account of our “uncertainty” regarding our origins was written in 1992, based upon information kindly provided by Scout Headquarters and that of the Church Lads’ Brigade.

But then, ten years later, in 2012, an unexpected email was received from Johnny Conn of the Brigade’s Historical Group :

“Can tell you that St Paul Rusthall ICSP was enrolled after 26th April and prior to 15th June 1909. It was the 13th ICSP to be enrolled, enrolment no. S.013. The S was for Scouts to distinguish from a CLB number. There is a book about Church Scouts available … if interested I can provide details”.
The Scout Message

Since then, Johnny has researched the Brigade’s records and provided us with some very enlightening information regarding St Paul Rusthall ICSP’s early activities - extracts from “Scout Message”, the Brigade’s own ICSP magazine may be seen in our 1910 and 1911 chapters - a remarkable insight into our early Scouting.


	Researchers’ Notes - Absolutely remarkable – for the Church Lads’ Brigade to keep our email address on record for 10 years – for us to have an authoritative date for Scouting’s first appearance in Rusthall – and for our small village to have been only the 13th ICSP to enrol nationally – less than two years after Baden Powell’s inaugural Brownsea Island Camp.

It makes us wonder – Scouts do not appear from nowhere. Were they informally roaming our village before their formal enrolment as an Incorporated Church Scouts Patrol ? The likelihood is that we will never know.

We understand that Baden-Powell wrote “Scouting for Boys” whilst staying at Speldhurst Manor – and formed a group of Scouts in the village.

Was this a “red rag” to the lads of Rusthall ? The late Sid Stone of Hill View Road, a Speldhurst Scout in the 1930s or 1940s, recounted that competition was always rife between the lads of the two villages – not to be beaten, did Baden-Powell’s action prompt our boys to become Scouts themselves ?
The Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells Association 
is formed
9 June 1909
Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Association is formed - covering the area of Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Southborough, Lamberhurst and Edenbridge.  It is not clear whether or not Rusthall was included as part of Tunbridge Wells.  We are, however, aware from a Courier report in February 1909 that a Troop was in existence in Langton which presumably was part of Tunbridge Wells.  
Other ICSP News

In 1909, the CLB introduced a special ICSP uniform and badges.
The St James Tunbridge Wells ICSP Company were numbered S.01.


	The Church Lads’ Brigade and Scouts

The Church Lads’ Brigade, founded by Walter Mallock Gee in 1891, was the first uniformed organisation to take up the idea of scouting as based on Baden-Powell’s book ‘Aids to Scouting’ when it was published in 1901.  This book which was intended for use by army scouts was available from CLB Headquarters along with advisory notes for CLB Officers on how the training might be adapted to their own training programme. 

In 1906 Baden-Powell was visiting an army friend in Guisborough, Yorkshire, and it is thought that the local members of the Church Lads’ Brigade were among the first to hear about his ideas for establishing the new Boy Scouts whose training would be outlined in Scouting for Boys. 
B-P had intended to include a group of Church Lads’ Brigade boys in the camp at Brownsea Island, but the places originally allocated to CLB were taken up by members of the Boys’ Brigade, probably because of B-P’s closer relationship with local leaders in establishing the camp and better communications with the Boys’ Brigade than with CLB.

The CLB was keen to offer Scouting to its members whilst retaining its independence and this was consistent with B-P’s ideas on how Scouting should develop. In 1909, the CLB formally announced that it would incorporate ‘scouting’ by the establishment of the Incorporated Church Scout Patrols.  Their motto ‘Watch and Pray’, perhaps further emphasised their independence and Christian allegiance.
The Articles of the Association of ICSP stated that the purpose of the organisation was to ‘Instruct lads in the theory and practice of scouting, tracking and woodcraft’.  The ICSP issued its own badges, certificates and its own magazine the ‘Scout Message’. 

In 1913/14 the ICSPs were taken into the Church Lads’ Brigade proper when the Training Corps was started and Church Lads’ Brigade Scout Troops, often simply referred to as Church Scouts, were established.  This arrangement continued until 1936 when the Brigade was reconstituted.
Tunbridge Wells Scouts on Rusthall Common

January 1909

A report in the Courier dated 8 January describes an exercise by Tunbridge Wells Scouts on Rusthall Common.  Although the ICSP of the CLB at Rusthall was not registered until April, it is possible that some Rusthall Scouts may have participated.  However, there was to be a distinction between Baden Powell Scouts and Church Scouts, and the two groups may not have collaborated. 
The exercise obviously had an underlying military theme.  It is reported that the Scouts were required to surround the village with the aim of preventing four dispatch runners entering the Post Office.  The scouting was apparently ‘so well done that two of the runners were caught and taken prisoner’. At 12.30 when the bugle sounded the cease fire, another two runners were still ‘uncaptured and unseen.’
A cross country march to a campsite followed, where a meal was served.  Maintaining the military style – sentries were posted around the site for the duration of the meal.  After the meal the Scouts made their way to a ‘parade ground on which some excellent drilling was shown by all the Scouts’.  Mention is made of Scoutmasters Wickenden and Dunn and Patrol Leader Nicholls. 
The report ends with a note that the monthly meeting of the Baden Powell Scouts is held at the Holy Trinity Parish Room.  
A later Courier report (9 April) gave a summary of the importance of Scouting with a heavy emphasis on the military origins and B-Ps development of Scouting.  It concluded (erroneously) that B-P formed the ‘great movement known as the Baden-Powell Scouts.’ The recent formation of the Tunbridge Wells Baden-Powell Scouts local Association is mentioned 
Tunbridge Wells Scouts hear of exploits of 
the Boer War
Saturday 13 February 1909

From The Courier - 19 February 1909

A general meeting of Tunbridge Wells Boy Scouts was held in Trinity Parish Room on Saturday evening.  Scoutmaster Dunn presided, and the following Troops were represented: - 1st, 2nd and 4th (Tunbridge Wells), and the Langton Troops.  
Mr May gave a most interesting account of his experiences in the late Boer War.  
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr May, the Scouts being dismissed at 8.15 p.m.
Researchers’ Note – This account mentions the 2nd Tunbridge Wells Troop. Although Rusthall was later registered as 2nd Royal Tunbridge Wells, this report from 1909 cannot refer to Rusthall especially as the Rusthall ICSP of the CLB was not registered until April of that year.



Scout Movement Milestones - 1909
	
	

	
	

	
	

	1909
	May - Scout Headquarters opened at 116 Victoria Street, London.

August - BP’s camp on Training Ship “Mercury”.

September - The Crystal Palace Rally (11,000 Scouts attended).

	
	

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year

or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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1914 - The Reverend A Tomlinson Captain, Assistant Chaplain & Correspondent of the St Paul Rusthall ICSP 
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