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	“Human consciousness arose but a minute before midnight on the geological clock. Yet we mayflies try to bend an ancient world to our purposes, ignorant perhaps of the messages buried in its long history. Let us hope that we are still in the early morning of our April day.”
Stephen Jay Gould (1941 – 2002)

,Author, naturalist & paleontologist




	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
The Scout Message - February 1910
Rochester Division – 1st Sub-Division. Official No Sub D.2. Formed 4th November, 1909. Chaplain, Ven Archdeacon AT Scott; Inspector, RS Johnson (RSO and Major CLB); Adjutant, J Paskin; Correspondent, J Paskin, 15 High Street, Sevenoaks.
The following patrols are posted to this Sub-Division :- S.01, St James’ Tunbridge Wells; S.04, St Mary, Kippington; S.013, St Paul, Rusthall: S.050, St Thomas, Southborough.
(Researchers’ Note – In time we may seek help from our good neighbours, St James’ and St Thomas’ Churches – should they have any records of these bygone days.)
The Scout Message - October 1910
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The first sub-divisional ICSP Camp was held at Felpham, Bognor, from August 21st to 27th, under the command of Major R Saunders Johnson. The Camp Chaplain was Rev A Tomlinson, and the Adjutant’s duties were performed by Capt WJ Whitburn. The Patrols represented were St James’, Tunbridge Wells, Kippington, and St Paul’s Rusthall. A detachment of Boy Scouts from Alton was also present. The strength was eight officers, two superintendents, and 50 lads. Besides these there were two cooks and and one lad who acted as mess steward.
Reveille was sounded at 7am, and the routine practically followed that of Southern District Camp. The silence bugle went at 7.25, and the instantaneous silence which fell upon the Camp was characteristic of the tone of the whole Camp. At 7.30 early morning rations were issued, and at 7.45 the fall-in sounded for Adjutant’s parade, which was utilised for physical drill, signalling and Patrol drill. Then came lads’ breakfast at 8.30. The boys fell in on the parade ground and marched by Patrols in succession to their mess tent, where an excellent breakfast consisting of porridge, bread and butter and jam was served. Officers’ breakfast, which followed at 9am in the officers’ mess tent, was always a pleasant function. At 10.15am, after a conscientious general fatigue, the Scouts fell in for prayers and CO’s parade. The morning’s work was varied as much as possible. The march-past had to be rehearsed, of course, but on other mornings the drill took the form of scouting, etc. On one occasion the cyclist detachment was sent out to represent the advance guard of a Defending Force, and the remaining scouts were supposed to be the advance guard of an Attacking Force, which had just landed at Felpham and was marching North to blow up the railway at Barnham Junction. This general idea was very successful, and gave the scouts an opportunity of showing their prowess. 

A second day was devoted to despatch running. The times were as follows :- (a) Four miles in 29 minutes, (b) (cycles one-third of distance) six miles in 25 minutes. Another morning was spent in throwing out a line to intercept and search several despatch runners. 
In all their work the scouts seemed to be most keen and untiring.
It was unfortunately too rough for much bathing, but as far as possible bathing parades were held, and were much appreciated.

Lads’ dinner was at 1pm and consisted of hot joints, potatoes and plum duff, etc. Officers’ lunch followed at 1.30. The lads were allowed to go where they liked in the afternoon, but they had to be back in Camp for tea at 5.30pm. 

From 7pm to 8pm each evening there was a capital entertainment in the lads’ mess tent, at the end of which the Brigade hymn was sung and a short address was given by one or other of the officers, followed by the Lord’s Prayer, Brigade Collect and the grace.
At 8.15pm, the police, who had been on duty all day, were relieved by the guard. Owing to the small number of lads in Camp, the guard work was very heavy; but, so keen were the lads that, when a volunteer guard was called for, 30 names were at once given in. 
Cocoa rations, varied by a mysterious but highly popular concoction, which rejoiced in the name of shackles, were served at 8.15. At 8.30 the silence bugle once more called us to prayer. Lights out went at 9pm, and then the officers felt justified in adjourning to the mess tent.
We must not omit to give an account of our Sunday services, though it is impossible to express the spirit of devotion and reverence which was manifested in them. There was a celebration of the Holy Communion at 7.45, Matins was sung at 10.30am, followed by a short address, and Evensong with a second address was at 7.15pm. The singing of the Canticles, the 23rd Psalm and the hymns will not readily be forgotten by those who heard them.
On Friday the Camp was inspected by Colonel Yorke, RA, and the Scouts marched past in fine style, Colonel Yorke spoke very highly both of the Camp as a whole, and of the steadiness of the Scouts on parade. He then witnessed some ambulance work, with which he was very pleased. 

The weather during the week was not altogether what one would have chosen, and on one night especially there was a violent thunderstorm, and the rain came straight through the canvas “without troubling to knock”, as the Camp wag remarked; but the Scouts slept calmly through it all, and snored defiance at the storm.
	On Saturday the Camp was struck, and the flag was lowered for the last time with all due ceremony, and we marched off the ground after a most enjoyable and instructive week – no case of sickness, no name on the defaulters’ list, everybody as keen as mustard, and the refrain of the Southern District Camp song ringing in our ears :

Camp, Camp, Camp’s the place for learning,

Camp, Camp, Camp’s the place for fun,

So we’ll give a cheer for Camp,

Be the weather fine or damp,

And we’re sorry when our Southern Camp is done.
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	(Researchers Note – William Blake lived in Felpham for three years, where he wrote his epic poem “Milton”. The poem contained his famous words about “England’s green and pleasant land”, today known as the anthem “Jerusalem” – which were inspired by Blake’s “evident pleasure” in the Felpham countryside. Of the village he wrote :
Away to sweet Felpham for heaven is there,

The Ladder of Angels descends through the air,

On the turret its spiral does softly descend,

Through the village it winds, at my cot it does end.)




The Scout Message – December 1910
	The 1st Rochester Sub-Division of the Incorporated Church Scouts held a field day in Tunbridge Wells on October 29, the Patrols taking part being Rusthall, Kippington (Sevenoaks) and St James’ (Tunbridge Wells). In the afternoon general scouting manoeuvres were carried out by the various Patrols, and later they were entertained to tea in the Rusthall Parish Room by the Rusthall Patrol. After tea, a short entertainment was given, and lantern slides, depicting Camp life, were shown by the Rev A Tomlinson. The slides were from photographs taken at the Divisional Camp held in August at Felpham, near Bognor.


	


During the evening, Major R Saunders Johnson, who commanded the Scouts while in Camp, was presented with an illuminated address as a mark of the appreciation of the Scouts. The presentation was made by the Rev A Tomlinson, and Major Johnson briefly replied.
The address read as follows :

“ICSP – Presented to Major R Saunders Johnson, by the Officers and Scouts of the 1st Rochester Sub-Division Camp Contingents, as a mark of appreciation for his untiring efforts in forming and commanding the first combined Church Scout Camp held at Felpham, Bognor, August 20 to 27, 1910.”
The address was dated October 1910, and was signed by the Patrol Masters and the whole of the Scouts attending the Camp.

Not particular to our St Paul Rusthall Incorporated Church Scouts Patrol – but the following “Useful Tips” published in the October 1910 issue of “Scout Message” might be of benefit in the present day :

· Hats stretch considerably after use, and so should fit tightly at first.
· A clip on the handle of a drinking cup or billy can prevent it falling into the hot coffee.
· A button on the hip pocket of knickers is useful.

· Plasticene is a good substitute for clay in tracking practices.

· When wooden chairs have to be shifted rapidly, eight can easily be carried together, if two Scout staves be run through them under the seats.

· The diameter of a halfpenny is exactly an inch.

· In cleaning a Camp, fix a strong pin or a nail at the end of a stick before you try and pick up papers.
· Some safety matches strike upon glass, if you lose the box.

· Courtesy costs nothing ; it is the only commodity which is cheap and not nasty.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1910
	April
	First appeal for financial help.

	
	

	September
	First Annual Census (UK) – 100,298 Scouts - 7,688 Scouters.

	
	

	October
	Formation of Sea Scouts Branch


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year

or
HERE to return to our Navigation page
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St Mary’s, Felpham – then ……





…… and now





The Parish Room


(now St Paul’s Church Centre)
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