	The Still Incomplete History of the 

St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group
	
	Volume 1 - The Origins of Scouting in Rusthall
1911



The Origins of Scouting in Rusthall
1911
“The enemy came. He was beaten. I am tired. Goodnight”
Vicomte Turenne

 (Message sent after the Battle of Dunen, 658)
.

	?
	We are seeking :

· Information as to whether our Scouts visited Buckhurst Place Scout Farm.

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
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	Coronation of 

King George V

22 June 1911

Extract from the Rusthall School Annual Report given in the St Paul’s Church Rusthall Parish Magazine of February 1912

In celebration of the Coronation, the Rusthall School took part in a pageant at the Lower Cricket Ground.  The pupils paraded behind the Scouts from the school to the Cricket Ground and later back to the Dell at Rusthall where they held a picnic.


The Second Sub-Divisional Camp

Felpham, Bognor

19 to 28 August 1911
From The Scout Message - November 1911
The Second Sub-Divisional Camp was held at Felpham, Bognor, from 19th to 28th August, under the command of Major R Saunders Johnson of Tunbridge Wells. The Camp Chaplain was Captain the Rev A Tomlinson (Rusthall Patrol) and the Adjutant’s duties were performed by Captain and Adjutant J Paskin (Kippington, Sevenoaks). The Patrols represented were St James’, Tunbridge Wells, Kippington, Sevenoaks and St Paul’s, Rusthall. A detachment of Boy Scouts from Alton were also present. The strength was 5 Officers, 4 Warrant Officers, and 60 Scouts. Besides these there were 3 cooks and a mess steward. 
On arriving in Camp (thanks to the CO) everything was found in readiness for the welfare of all ranks ; tents pitched, a large mess marquee for the Scouts with platform and piano for entertainments, a small officers’ mess marquee, canteen, hospital and guard tents, cooks’ quarters, camp kitchen, etc.
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 Reveille sounded daily at 7am, and the routine practically followed that of the CLB Southern District Camp. The silence bugle went at 7.25, and the instantaneous silence which fell upon the Camp was characteristic of the tone of the whole Camp. At 7.30 cocoa and biscuits were issued, and at 7.45 the “fall in” sounded for Adjutant’s parade which was utilised for physical drill, signalling and patrol drill. Lads’ breakfast followed at 8.30. The Scouts fell in on the parade ground and marched by Patrols in succession to the mess tent, where an excellent breakfast consisting of porridge, bread and butter and jam was served. Officers’ breakfast followed at 9am in the officers; mess tent.
At 10am, after a conscientious general fatigue, a staff parade took place, followed at 10.30 by Commanding Officer’s parade. The morning’s work was varied as much as possible, with Scouting exercises according to schemes carefully prepared beforehand. Some excellent despatch running took place. On returning to Camp a bathing parade was held, which was greatly enjoyed by all.
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Lads’ dinner was held at 1pm, and consisted of hot joints, potatoes, plum duff, etc. Officers’ lunch  followed at 1.30. The Scouts were generally allowed to go where they pleased in the afternoons, but had to return to Camp for tea at 5.30pm.

From 7 to 8 each evening capital entertainments were provided in the Scouts’ mess tent by the Officers and Scouts, at the end of which the Rochester Scouts Hymn (“Soldiers of Christ, Arise”) was sung. At 8.10 the police who had been on duty during the day were relieved by the night guard, consisting of one Officer and six Scouts, who carried out guard duty strictly in accordance with regulation. At 8.15 cocoa and biscuits were issued, followed at 8.50 by the silence bugle for private prayers. “Lights out” went at 9pm.
On the two Sundays, services were held in Camp. There was a celebration of the Holy Communion at 7.45, Matins was sung at 10.30 
with well-known hymns, followed by a short address by the Camp Chaplain, specially suitable for boys. The singing was hearty and most enjoyable, and will not easily be forgotten by those who heard it. A short evening service took place at 7.15 instead of the usual entertainments.
On Friday the Camp was inspected by Col FA Yorke, RA, and the Scouts headed by a bugle band marched past in fine style. Some physical drill was done by the St James’ and Rusthall Patrols ; while Kippington Patrol gave an exhibition of first aid stretcher drill.
Reporting after his inspection of the Scouts, Colonel FA Yorke writes :

“Sir – I have the honour to report that on Friday, 25th August, 1911, I inspected the Camp at Felpham of the Church Scout Patrols, under the command of Major R Saunders Johnson.
“The Scouts were formed up in line, and after being inspected by me they marched past.

“Several Squads went through physical drill and ambulance work, and in a very creditable manner. They then formed line and advanced in Review Order. The lads were very steady on parade, and the state of the Camp was exceedingly good. The tents were scrupulously clean, and the kits and blankets laid out in first-class style.
“The arrangements for cooking, messing and hospital were very good. I wish again to repeat what I stated last year, that I consider these Camps to be of the greatest importance, as through them lads learn Camp life and discipline at an early age. I consider the greatest credit is due to Major Johnson and the Officers under his command for the excellent state in which I found everything.”
The inspection was followed by sports under the supervision of Captain Paskin (Adjutant).

Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the Camp was the absolute cleanliness and tidiness of the tents and the excellent way in which the bedding and lines were dressed ; and this made the judging for the Tent Competition one of real difficulty. The first prize was awarded to No 1 tent (St James’, Tunbridge Wells), and the second to Alton Troop of BP Scouts.
The Camp was struck on Monday, the Scouts striking and packing the tents, and the Scouts marched out of the ground (after giving three ringing cheers for the CO), all looking in the best of health, after having spent not only a most enjoyable week, but a useful one under strict discipline and careful training.
The weather throughout was perfect, and the 1911 Camp was undoubtedly a great success, due in no small measure to the CO, Major R Saunders Johnson ; and it is quite impossible to say how much the Rochester Division owe to his untiring energy, patience and powers of organisation.
(Researchers’ Note – Coincidentally, in 1964 the St Paul’s Rusthall Troop spent their Summer Camp at Elmer Sands – only 2 miles from Felpham.) 
Annual Inspection of CLB and ICSP

13 December 1911
From St Paul’s Church Rusthall Parish Magazine of January 1912
CLB

The annual inspection took place on December 13th at the Company HQ.  Major R. Saunders Johnson inspected the Company and was accompanied by Captain Paskin, Adjutant of the Battalion.  
After the General Salute and kit and carbine inspection, the Company was put through carbine exercises and various drill movements.  At the close, Major R Saunders Johnson complimented the Company on their smart turn out and on the way in which they had done their drill. The only fault that he found was the smallness of numbers. He urged the lads to make an effort to recruit and explain the benefits of membership to their mates.
ICSP

The Patrol was inspected by Major R Saunders Johnson who was accompanied by his Adjutant Patrol Master J Paskin on December 13th.  After a careful inspection, the Patrol was put through a certain amount of foot drill which they did very creditably.  This was followed by some physical exercises and signalling.  Major Johnson spoke very highly of the smartness and steadiness of the Patrol and promised to give an excellent report.
Researchers’ note - Clearly the Officers of the CLB held dual appointments/ranks as ICSP Officers.  viz. Captain Paskin (CLB )is identified as ICSP Patrol Master.
An Interesting Sham Fight

14 December 1911

From The Scout Message - December 1911
	
	Rochester Sub-Division of Church Scouts – The St James’, Tunbridge Wells, Kippington, Sevenoaks and Rusthall Patrols had a most interesting sham fight near Tunbridge Wells on Saturday last, the 14th inst. 
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The general idea was that “owing to a crisis caused by the present war between Turkey and Italy the Home Fleet had been seriously weakened, and a neighbouring nation, supposed hitherto to be on friendly terms with us, had taken the opportunity to declare war and invade England at one and the same time. A striking force of the invading army (Blue) has occupied Tunbridge Wells, and is endeavouring to cut off supplies of the West Kent Territorials, who are retreating on East Grinstead.”
Special idea : “The Rusthall Scouts, having ascertained that some provisions have been abandoned for the time by the Territorials at the Toad Rock, Tunbridge Wells, determine to hinder the advance of the enemy and protect the provisions until they can be reinforced at 5.30pm.”
The defenders (Rusthall Patrol) were under the command of Lieut Taunton of Rusthall ; while the invaders, consisting of St James’, Tunbridge Wells and Kippington, Sevenoaks were under the command of Captain and Adjutant J Paskin of Sevenoaks, the umpires being Major R Saunders Johnson and Captain A Tomlinson of Tunbridge Wells.
Some excellent Scouting work was done by both parties during the fight, which waged fierce and strong until 5.15pm, when the invaders who had obtained a strong position on rocks overlooking the Toad Rock, where the defenders had been driven to, managed to surround them, and the final charge took place at 5.20.
After tea, which was partaken of at Rusthall, the umpires gave their report, stating that it was one of those sham fights which did not leave an atom of doubt which party had won; the defenders had been hopelessly beaten and the stores captured. At the same time Major Johnson complimented all ranks of both parties for the excellent way in which the scheme had been carried out, concluding with some excellent advice as to taking cover, etc.
The singing of the National Anthem brought a very instructive and interesting day to a close.
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ICSP fieldwork follows a military theme

16 December 1911

From St Paul’s Church Rusthall Parish Magazine of January 1912
On 16th December the Patrol did some interesting attack and defence work at Fordcombe, the manoeuvre terminating with a combined attack on some provisions which had by some chance been placed on a table in the Fordcombe rifle range.  Accustomed as the Scouts are to habits of neatness, they soon tidied everything away, the only thing left being, we hope, was a good impression.

From the Horowhenua Chronicle

Saturday 30 December 1911
The following article appeared in the Horowhenua Chronicle, a New Zealand newspaper.
To date no link has been established between the Rusthall Church Scouts and the Buckhurst Place Scout Farm, Wadhurst. However, you will see from our 1913 document that two Rusthall lads travelled to Australia with members of the Scout Farm – also that, in 1912, our Church Scouts visited Buckhurst Park, Withyham.

Boy Scouts Colony

A novel and interesting enterprise has been started in England in connection with the Boy Scout movement. 
The huge mansion of Buckhurst Place, Wadhurst, near Tunbridge Wells, together with a good-sized farmhouse, farm buildings and an estate of over 100 acres has been given by a wealthy resident of the neighbouring village of Frant for the purpose of a farm colony, in which Boy Scouts are trained to become practical agriculturalists and experts in rural industries generally
Such a scheme, in conjunction with the technical instruction classes which County Councils organise for rural areas, stands to prove of great value, and will undoubtedly cater to lads getting on to the land and fostering agricultural pursuits as a profession. This particular colony will eventually accommodate about 200 Boy Scouts, but at present only thirty are in residence.

Not only are the boys to be trained to become expert workers, but they will receive comprehensive education in allied industries, such as dairy work, poultry and fruit farming, stock breeding, bee-keeping, and market gardening. There will be sections in which town bred Boy Scouts who do not desire to become farmers may enter for courses in handicraft and clerical work.
The scheme follows very closely the principles of the boys’ republics established in the United States, reference to which has been made. There will be a Mayor and Council elected from among the boys to administer the affairs of the colony; courts of honour and equity will be set up; and the colony will be divided into groups or patrols. Who are more fitted than the Scouts to organise and manage such an institution ? 

Each group will have its farm of five acres, ready stocked and equipped for mixed farming, and these farms the Scouts will work under expert advice, for their own profit, the produce being disposed of at a central market.
The Boy Scouts’ discipline will be observed, and all civic administration will be founded on principles to inculcate a sense of honour, unselfishness, and manliness.

The boys will enter the colony at 15, and a two years’ course is arranged, by the end of which time it is thought the Scouts will have received an all-round training such as which will qualify them for well-paid positions either at Home or in the Colonies.
One of the criticisms that might be advanced against the colony is that two years is a very short time to be in training on a farm, but, on the other hand, when the boy enters into employment elsewhere they should have learned much of the elementary work and prove very useful improvers for their employers.

The managers of the farm will keep a labour bureau in touch with suitable openings for the Scouts when their term expires, and the organisers look forward to this leading to a diffusion of young fellows through the Motherland and Empire. Some of our South African land owners may think it worth while to communicate with the colony and obtain full particulars of the scheme.

The cost of training a Scout at the colony is estimated at £20 a year, and the promoters hope to be in a position to offer scholarships. For the present, £10,000 is being raised to stock and maintain the colony for the first three years, by which time it is expected to be self-supporting. Generous help has already been given and an appeal is made to Imperialists in the Homeland and in the Dominions beyond the seas. The colony is to be run not as a profit-making or competitive concern, but the object is to produce young men of training and character – not necessarily experts, but capable of practical service – who will, wherever they eventually become located, be a real asset to the Empire.
The idea has much to commend it, though the scheme could be made more valuable in several respects, particularly in regards to the term of training  - Natal Witness
(The Natal Witness was and still is a daily newspaper published in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.)
Scout Movement Milestones - 1911
	June
	Boy Scouts on duty at Coronation of King George V.

	
	

	July
	26,000 Scouts reviewed by King at Windsor.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year

or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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Rusthall school children celebrate the Coronation of King George V with a special breakfast





The Toad Rock


as it was ……





…… and is now





Did our early Rusthall Scouts have names for the rocks ?
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