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	“Be Prepared. Be prepared for what ? Why, for any old thing”
Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)



	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Waste Paper Collection to aid the War Effort

March 1916

An entry in The Courier of 10 March announced the formation of a Tunbridge Wells Branch of the Disused Newspapers scheme in and of the Prince of Wales’ National Relief Fund.  
Mrs SH Leeder, of 6 Rusthall Park was to act as the local honorary representative.  
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides would assist in the work and local tradesmen would lend carts for collection.  One of the shops at the S.E. Railway Station buildings was secured as a central depot.  
It was stated that £4 per ton could be secured for waste paper and residents were urged to co-operate in the scheme.  The funds would be needed especially when the work of re-settlement commences in the country after the war.’  
As this scheme was being co-ordinated by a resident of Rusthall, it is very likely that Rusthall Scouts and Guides would have participated. 
Scouts assist at Band of Hope Summer Day Out

Saturday 12 August 1916

A brief note in the Rusthall News section of The Courier, dated 18th August 1916, records that the Band of Hope went to Withyham on Saturday 12th August for their annual summer day out.  
The party was in the charge of Rev. H.W.M. Handford (Curate) and some of the school teachers.  In the afternoon they were joined by other teachers and the Rev. A Tomlinson (Vicar of Matfield and formerly of St Paul’s Rusthall).  
It is also recorded that some of the Boy Scouts were also present and helped to prepare tea in the afternoon.  

Imminent departure of Rev. HWM Handford leaves future of Scouts in doubt

December 1916

The Courier of 8 December 1916 carried a brief report of the St Paul’s Church Meeting in which the departure of Rev HWM Handford on 1 January was announced.  
Canon Eden reported that Rev Handford had been considering offering his services as an Army Chaplain since September last and would now be taking up these duties.  He was expected to be absent for at least one year.  
Whilst it was hoped that a replacement might be found, this was expected to be difficult at this time. 
The Rev Handford had been responsible for all the Parish youth organisations, including the Scouts (though there was no mention of the CLB).  The exact relationship of the Rev Handford with the Scouts is unknown – there are no records of him as a CLB / Scout Officer.  
Canon Eden hoped that the work of these organisations could continue with the help of laymen.  
Apparently, at the end of the meeting, several offers of assistance were forthcoming, but no further details were given. 
Change to the Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells Association area

The Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Association  area changed to ‘the same as the electoral division of Tonbridge, with the exception of the parish of Yalding’
.

Association Officials :
- Hon. Chairman : J G Silcock

- Hon.Secretary : R M Stewart, 86 High Street, Tunbridge Wells
Details of Groups shown on Registration form, with estimated strength including SM and ASMs
	Group
	Strength

	Lord De L’Isle & Dudley’s Own Pioneer  
	54

	St. Peter’s
	16

	St. Barnabas
	15

	Victoria
	?

	1st Tonbridge
	34

	2nd Tonbridge
	49

	Leigh
	16

	Penshurst
	14

	Paddock Wood
	?

	Brenchley and Matfield
	20

	Chiddingstone Hoth
	8

	1st Edenbridge
	?

	2nd Edenbridge
	19

	3rd Edenbridge
	?

	4th Edenbridge
	?


Researchers’ note - No record of Rusthall nor for that matter 1st Tunbridge Wells (Pathfinders). This may be due to Rusthall being an ICSP, not a Scout Troop – and perhaps Pathfinders were founded after 1916.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1916
	May
	Scout Jack Cornwell posthumously awarded the George Cross.

	
	

	September
	Cornwell Badge instituted.

	
	

	December
	The Wolf Cub Handbook” published

	
	

	?
	Roland House opened.

	
	

	?
	Wolf Cub Display at Caxton Hall, London.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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