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	“Yet one more item is needed to complete success, and that is the rendering of service to others in the community. Without this the mere satisfaction of selfish desire does not reach the top notch”
Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)


	?
	We are seeking :

· A photo of the Reverend Handford.

· A photo of Frederick Grinter.

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
The Reverend HWM Handford departs for the War

1 January 1917

The Reverend Handford’s absence lasted more than the year, since it was reported in April 1918 that he was serving as Chaplain with the British Forces in Palestine. 
	Frederick Charles Grinter

1897– 21 July 1917
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	Private G/24699 Frederick Charles Grinter, 7th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment who died on Saturday 21 July 1917, aged 20
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Frederick was the son of William and Hannah Grinter of 30 Erskine Park Road, Rusthall. He lived in Meadow Road and was a long-time member of the Church Lads Brigade.

Prior to the War Frederick had worked at Rusthall Lodge, but was one of the first to join up, enlisting in September 1914.

He had certainly seen his fair share of action, having served with 2nd/4th Battalion, Royal West Kents.

He had landed at Sulva Bay, Gallipoli on 10 August 1915 and remained there until 13 December when, arguably, the only brilliant manoeuvre of the whole ill-fated campaign took place – the withdrawal of the Allied Forces. 
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	Having survived this he was posted to France where he met his death in the defence of the Salient.

“Excellent fellow, a good example to his colleagues, always cheery and good natured”, was how his Lieutenant described him in a letter to his parents.
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	Private Frederick Grinter is remembered with honour

on the Menin Gate, Ypres.


Researchers’ note - We know that St Paul's CLB continued up to 1920 so we might reasonably expect some 'scouting' activity.

The VAD hospital had help from Scouts in the early days and again we might assume that this continued throughout the war.  The hand-over of one of the VAD huts to the Scouts (by a local donor) would indicate that there was interest in supporting Scouts in the village. This may have been due to historical activity or may have been prompted by Rev Shepherd's announcement in early 1919 that he wished to re-establish Scouts.

I have had a quick look at names appearing in the 1914 and 1920 photos and in various Courier reports between these dates and can confirm 9 names are common to 1914 and 1920 there are possibly two more if Bestley, W (1914) is a misprint of Bentley, W (1920)  and if P Howard = 'Pom' Howard a nickname of one or more of the 4 Howards that I have come across.  

So we have at least a patrol here - did they continue to meet as such I wonder?   I have looked at the badges worn by some of the 1920s Scouts and cannot believe that they earned so many in a little over a year of reforming in 1919 and guess that pre-1919 achievements were carried through.  I'll try another search of Courier archives for 1916 and 1918 -unfortunately 1917 is not available. (Could see if it is on microfiche at TW library).  

Possible sources of further information :

· Further “Courier” research (TW Library microfiche)
· “Kent Messenger” archives (1852 to 1912 only online at present – the digitization of issues relating to the First & Second World Wars is underway.

· St paul’s PCC records.

· Johnny Conn, Church Lads’ Brigade Historical Group.

Scout Movement Milestones - 1917
	March
	First Commissioners’ Conference, held at Matlock.

	
	

	May
	First scheme for “Senior Scouts” introduced.

	
	

	June
	Opening of new Headquarters at 25 Buckingham Palace Road, London.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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