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“I have over and over again explained that the purpose of the Boy Scout and Girl Guide Movement is to build men and women as citizens endowed with the three H's namely, Health, Happiness and Helpfulness. The man or woman who succeeds in developing these three attributes has secured the main steps to success this Life”

Sir Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 – 1941)


	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year (except September).

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Rusthall Assistant Scout Master Marries

Saturday 14 January 1922

The Courier of 20 January announced ‘an interesting wedding at St Paul’s Church ... between Miss May Tester ... and Mr Victor Wood’ – ASM of Rusthall Troop.  
The officiating clergy were the Rev. TG Gilling-Lax and the Rev HF Shepherd (Curate and Scoutmaster).  
At the conclusion of the service, the Rev HF Shepherd played the ‘Wedding March’ and members of the Troop formed a guard of honour, under the direction of Assistant Scoutmasters Mr D Copper and Mr F Harris .  

Hospital Sunday Parade

St Paul’s Church - 18 June 1922

From Rushall News, The Courier - 23 June 1922

On Sunday the Friendly Societies held their annual Hospital Church Parade.  
During the day a number of collectors were busy with boxes and also collecting the special appeal envelopes which had been distributed throughout the parish.  
In the evening a procession was formed consisting of local Friendly Societies with banners, the Rusthall Boy Scouts with Bugle Band and headed by Tunbridge Wells Town Band. 
After parading the principal streets of the neighbourhood the procession wound its way to St Paul’s Church where the sermon was preached by the Vicar, Rev.T.G.Gilling-Lax, and the collection was taken for the Hospital Sunday Fund.  Further collections were made en route by an energetic band of collectors.
Unveiling of the Rusthall War Memorial and Dedication Service
Sunday 23 July 1922
	The Courier reported that around 1,500 people attended, including the Rusthall Boy Scouts Band under the direction of Assistant Scoutmaster VF Wood.

Clive Roberts’ Rusthall’s Fallen provides a very interesting account of the debate, planning and funding that preceded the erection of the Memorial – together with intriguing reasons for decisions made as to the names of which of Rusthall’s fallen should be inscribed thereon.
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He tells us that “Poignantly it was Violet Peerless, daughter of Walter and sister of Clarence who both lost their lives when the Hythe sank on route to Gallipoli, who pulled the cord to release the flags and reveal the new war memorial”. 
The Unveiling Ceremony

From The Courier – 28 July 1922

The Memorial which has been erected at Rusthall to the memory of the men belonging to the parish who fell in the late war was unveiled and dedicated on Sunday.

The relatives of the fallen were accommodated in an enclosure immediately facing the memorial.  There was a large gathering of ex-Service men and over 500 scholars from Rusthall Church School, the boys assembling under Mr F Whitmore, the girls under Miss K Linney and the infants under Mrs Corbridge.  Altogether there must have been quite 1,500 people present.  
The Veterans  Association Band, under Mr J Reed and the Rusthall Boy Scouts Band under Assistant Scoutmaster VF Wood were in attendance

The War Memorial

From St Paul’s Parish Church, Rusthall - A Brief History

By Geoffrey Copus
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	Rusthall has the distinction of a 1914-1918 War Memorial by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, the architect of Liverpool Cathedral. It is a simple, sombre design in the form of a very tall cross in cream Hollington stone, set on the churchyard wall, and because it encroaches slightly onto the Common, the permission of Mr. Frank Osborne Baird, the Lord of the Manor, had to be obtained to erect it. This was most grudgingly given - he commented that he considered the design "extremely ugly", and consented only because he was assured that the Committee had unanimously approved of it.



	Summer Camp

Sea Mill Farm, Worthing

August 1922

Rusthall Scouts attended an annual summer camp.  There is a photographic record in The Courier dated 15th September, 1922.  The photo of a group of Scouts taking their mid-day meal is entitled ‘Reminiscence of Rusthall Boy Scouts’ Camp’. There is no further report and the Scouts are unidentified.  
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One or Two Troops ?
The September 1922 Parish Magazine records that the Reverend HF Shepherd is Curate and Scout Master – and that the Boy Scouts meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Scout Hut.

Researchers’ note - It has yet to be ascertained whether there were two Troops at that time or that the Troop met twice a week.
Rusthall Scouts welcome the Prince of Wales

Alexandra Palace

Saturday 7 October 1922

	The following synopsis of this event has been gleaned from a number of publications and news reports of the day.  It must have been a wonderful experience for those Scouts from Rusthall who were able to attend as part of the District Contingent.

On 7 October 1922 a special rally or ‘Posse of Welcome’ was organized to greet the Prince of Wales (as Chief Scout of Wales) on his return home from his Empire tour.  The word 'Posse' was used because, when the Scouts formed a Guard of Honour to the Prince at Buckingham Palace on a former occasion, they had broken out into cheers and had waved their hats on their staffs.  
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King George V, who was watching the Prince’s arrival, felt that the term ‘Guard of Honour ‘did not properly reflect such a youthful company.  The Chief Scout, Baden-Powell, suggested the use of ‘posse’ as he reportedly had in mind the sheriff's posse of the Wild West, and also the ‘posse comitatus’ which came to arrest Sir Robert, the Baron of Shurland, as recorded in the lngoldsby Legends.
Estimates of the number of Scouts and Wolf Cubs vary from report to report and range from 43,000 – 60,000 Scouts (including Sea Scouts and some 2,000 or so Rover Scouts and between19,000 and 20,000 Wolf Cubs.  
Just before the appearance of the Prince, B-P was decorated with the French Legion of Honour.
	One of the most moving events of the meeting was the charge of thousands of yelling Scouts up a slope to where the Prince stood to receive them.  In the even more impressive silence which followed immediately the Prince made a speech which must have appealed deeply to the boys.  After receiving the badge of the Silver Wolf, the Prince inspected the Wolf Cubs, Sea Scouts and Boy Scouts in succession.

Excitement of the event was summed up by one of the Scouts who attended in his recollection of the following incident :

‘I was only a young Scout and separated from the rest of the boys I knew - and probably looking frightened ! A crowd of us was moving along when what we thought was a Scoutmaster came along with us.  He chatted freely to us, asking where we had come from, how long we had taken to travel there, if it were our first trip to London, and other such small talk, until we arrived inside the room. Then to the overwhelming surprise of each of us, he made a cheery parting and walked up on to the platform. He was the Chief Scout !’
Another spectator recorded the following impression :
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‘Personally, I shall not easily forget those wonderful boy crowds, nor shall I forget the eagerness of the Prince, who apparently finds it so hard to leave boyhood behind, the smiling interest of the Duke of Connaught, the keen, humorous humanity of the Chief Scout, and the tireless eminently practical enthusiasm of his staff, most of them mature men leading busy professional lives.’
Scout Rally at Alexandra Palace

Saturday 7 October 1922

From the Courier - 13 October 1922

Tunbridge Wells and District Scouts were well represented at the Boy Scouts’ Posse to welcome the Prince of Wales at Alexandra Palace on Saturday.  
The District Commissioner, Major W Walker, was unfortunately unable to be present and those who attended were under the command of Assistant District Commissioner WJ Wheatley, assisted by District Scoutmaster the Rev. HF Shepherd, M.A, and Assistant Scoutmasters E Harris, D Cooper and H Taylor.  
The individual contingents and those in charge were :- The Royal Victoria Troop, led by Acting Instructor EL Frank;  St Barnabas’ Scouts and Rusthall Scouts all under District Scoutmaster the Rev HF Shepherd :  St Stephen’s (Tonbridge) Scouts, under Scoutmaster A Wright ; Leigh Scouts, under Scoutmaster H Russell ;  Dunks Green Scouts, under Scoutmaster E Taylor; Paddock Wood Scouts, under Scoutmaster F Carden ;  Edenbridge Scouts and Cubs, under Scoutmaster FA Berwick ;  Four Elms Scouts, under Scoutmaster H Marriot;  Holy Trinity Pack of Wolf Cubs under Cubmistress Miss TE Groves ; Royal Victoria Cubs, Under Cubmistress Miss R Blair ; Tonbridge Cubs, under Cubmistress W Hoath.  Admiral Stokes-Rees’ Own Medway Sea Scouts were represented by Sea Scouts Best, Pettiman and Finn, under Sea Scoutmaster Wheatley and Assistant Sea Scoutmaster Pettiman.  The majority of the above proceeded via Cannon Street and Wood Green.
The Royal Victoria Troop journeyed to London early in the morning and visited St Paul’s Cathedral, the Centotaph, where on the proposition of Patrol C Ward, they laid a wreath in memory of fallen Boy Scouts.  At Westminster Abbey, they paid their respects at the grave of the Unknown Warrior.  The boys arrived home in the best of spirits around 9.30 p.m.
Assistant District Commissioner WJ Wheatley, giving his impression of the Rally to a ‘Courier’ representative, said that the whole function was splendidly organised from start to finish, reflecting great credit on those responsible.  It was a magnificent sight to witness the hundreds of Scouts, Sea Scouts and Cubs, and the Prince of Wales was immensely popular with all.  Many clever displays of camping, rescue work, physical training, gymnastic exercises, wireless, basket making etc., were given and were both interesting and creditably performed. Altogether it was an inspiring event bound to have great influence and encouragement among all sections of the movement represented. 
The following report also appeared in the Speldhurst News of the same edition of The Courier and emphasises once again the collaboration between Rusthall and neighbouring Troops :  
‘In the charge of the Scoutmaster of the Rusthall Troop, several members of the Speldhurst Boy Scouts journeyed to London on Saturday and were present at the inspection by the Prince of Wales of some 60,000 Scouts and Cubs.  All the boys voted the day a right royal one and returned late and tired and much impressed with the greatness of the movement.’  
A further entry in the ’Fashionable and Personal’ Column of the Courier gave a little more information of the event :
‘In the Posse of Welcome to the Prince of Wales at The Alexandra Palace, London, on Saturday, Kent had the distinction of being the only county outside Greater London to supply a whole Division of Boy Scouts in the grand rally.  There were nine Divisions formed up before the ‘great charge’ took place and the Kentish boys - numbering say one ninth of 64,000 - were well in the centre of the converging host that rushed up the slopes to our popular Prince.   Kent formed Division 8 ;  Sussex shared both Hampshire, Middlesex and the Isle of Wight in constituting the seventh Division.  Thus both counties contributed a worthy quota to the biggest assembly of scouts that has yet been brought together in the history of this wonderful movement.
Researchers’ note – “Twenty-One Years of Scouting (published in 1929) contains a lengthy, but very graphic, account of the Rally. In time a full transcript of this may be added to our History.

Rusthall represented 
on the Tunbridge Wells District Executive Committee

October 1922

From the mid-1950s onwards, Rusthall Group Leaders regularly served on the District Executive Committee of the Tunbridge Wells District Association, thus continuing a tradition that began at least as early as 1922.  It is reported that Rusthall Scoutmaster (and District Scoutmaster), the Rev HF Shepherd was one of five Scoutmasters elected to the Committee at the Annual General Meeting held in October 1922.  
Researchers’ note – when was the TW District Association formed ? It was certainly in existence on 15 August 1919, when the Rusthall troop first registered.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1922
	June
	Publication of “Rovering to Success”.

	
	

	
	World Scout membership – 1,019,205.

	
	

	October
	65,000 Scouts and Cubs attended Posse of Welcome to Prince of Wales, Alexandra Palace.

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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The unveiling of our War Memorial





Our War Memorial today


Photo Nigel Chadwick





Scouts raise their hats at the Rally


Photo : Topfoto





HRH The Prince of Wales receives his Silver Wolf from his uncle HRH The Duke of Connaught – the Chief Scout looks on.
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“Scouting Milestones”
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