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Scouting in Rusthall
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“The spirit is there in every boy – it has to be discovered and brought to light”

Lord Robert Baden-Powell
(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Parish Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Scouts Social Evening

Monday 8 January 1923

From Rusthall News, The Courier - 12 January 1923

An enjoyable social evening was held in the Parish Room on Monday.  
Every member of the Rover Patrol and the 1st and 2nd Troops was given the opportunity of inviting one friend, and the local Girl Guides Company was also invited.  
Including Officers a party of over one hundred assembled at seven o’clock, and the first part of the evening was taken up with games, such as musical arms, general post and twos-and-threes.
Refreshments were served at 8.15; for these the Scouts were indebted to the Troop Hon Treasurer, Mr GR Hoare, who always shows such a practical interest in the welfare of the Troop.  
During the rest of the evening many of the older members present enjoyed some dancing, and various songs and recitations were given by the Officers and Rovers. 
The proceedings eventually closed with the singing of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ in the time honoured fashion with linked hands, followed by ‘God Save the King’. 
The room was decorated with flags, with the Troop flag and the Union Jack in conspicuous position, and the distribution of crackers, with paper caps helped to enliven the appearance of the party.
Researchers’ note – The mention of the 1st and 2nd confirms that there were two Rusthall Troops in existence at the time.
Rusthall Scoutmaster, in his capacity as District Scoutmaster, arranges Easter Scouting Activities
2 April 1923

From ‘Scout News’, The Courier - 6 April 1923

A party of Boy Scouts, including the Royal Victoria, Holy Trinity, Rusthall, Pembury and Edenbridge Scouts travelled to Tonbridge on Easter Monday, under the direction of the District Scoutmaster, the Rev. H.F. Shepherd M.A. 
Practices took place in the playground of Tonbridge School as preliminary tests for the County Festival at Canterbury during Whitsun.

Scout musicians entertain
April & September 1923

Some of the members of the Rusthall Scout bugle and drum band were accomplished musicians and reportedly performed at local social functions.  In the 1920s The Scouts often arranged dances at the Parish Room and a brief report of a successful evening dance appeared in the Courier of 20th April 1923.  The music was provided by Mr E (Teddy?) Roe on piano, and Drummer Beard with side drums and bass drum.  The duo also provided music at a dance at the Working Men’s Institute, Rusthall, in September 1923.  
According to a Courier report of the event ‘the attraction was undoubtedly the up-to-date music played by Mr E. Roe and Jazz drummer, Mr Beard’. 
Rusthall Scouts assist Waifs & Strays

King Charles Hall

Tuesday 24 April 1923

From Tunbridge Wells Local News, The Courier - 27 April 1923

‘Miranda’s Papa’

Under the patronage of Lady Henry Nevill, and in aid of the Local Boy Scouts Association and the Church of England Waifs and Strays Society, a most amusing farce entitled ‘Miranda’s Papa’, written by Walter Kayes, was presented by local artistes at King Charles Hall on Tuesday evening.

Mrs H.F. Shepherd was responsible for the production whilst the Rev HF Shepherd supplied the pianoforte music.  
Members of the Rusthall Troop of Boy Scouts took charge of the door and seating arrangements, and in other ways performed many useful duties. 
Scouts Dance

Wednesday 18 July 1923

From Rusthall News, The Courier - 20 July 1923

A successful dance organised by the local Scouts was held in the Parish Room on Wednesday evening, the company numbering close on one hundred.  
Mr VF Wood and Mr D Copper were the MCs and the music was supplied by Mr E Roe’s band, including Mr Beard.  
The Scoutmaster, the Rev HF Shepherd was among those present, and a happy time was spent by all. 

Summer Camp
St Lawrence, Ventnor, Isle of Wight

19 to 16 August  1923
The contingent of Scouts left Tunbridge Wells L.B. and S.C.R station (later to be known as the West Station) on Sunday 19th August under the supervision of Scoutmaster Victor Wood. To the eyes of the Courier reporter covering the departure, ‘the lads looked fit for any hazardous work’. On their return eight days later the Scouts were met at the station by ‘a large gathering of relatives and friends’.
Camp report
From The Courier - 7th September 1923

The annual camp of the Rusthall Troop Boy Scouts was held this year in the Isle of Wight, and attended by 34 members of the Rusthall Troop and five from Speldhurst Troop.  The camping ground was situated on the cliff tops near the village of St Lawrence, lying about two miles from Ventnor, being almost in the centre of the famous Undercliff, a stretch of coast unrivalled in beauty.  
In addition to carrying out the usual camp routine and taking part in many Scout games, the lads were also able to thoroughly explore the neighbourhood.  On each day during the week a journey was arranged by one or more of the camp patrols, and visits were made to Alum Bay, Ryde, and Shanklin.
The Rover Patrol, which is now quite expert in the art of camping, went for the 60-mile trip by steamer around the island.  
The whole party at the camp also visited St. Catherine’s Lighthouse, which was about four miles away.  An interesting afternoon was spent here inspecting the machinery in the lighthouse itself and also adjoining electricity and fog stations.  
Near the camp itself many hours were spent in climbing the cliffs and hills behind the camp, and also in bathing and fishing.  
The camp proved the most interesting and enjoyable arranged so far by the Troop 
The Troop will now resume its course of training during the evenings at the Scout Hut, and a Grand Court of Honour is being held this week to draw up the winter programme.  It is hoped that by the end of the year several members of the 1st Troop will have successfully completed their tests for the 1st Class Badge. 
Researchers’ note – reference is made in this report to the 1st Troop – an indication that there was a second Troop at some stage.
The Rover (Senior) Patrol is also mentioned – do we know when this was formed ?
Scout Cricketers
Thursday 6 September 1923 ?

In 1923 at least, Rusthall Scouts had their own cricket team. The Courier dated 7 September 1923 in its ‘Noteworthy Cricket Results’ column gives the results of a match played at the Nevill on Thursday (6th September?) between JBMCC and Rusthall Scouts.  The match was won by the home side by 23 runs.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	JBMCC
	
	
	
	
	Rusthall
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	AG Munn
	b Harris
	
	8
	
	F Wickens
	b Selous
	
	10
	

	
	R Manser
	c Button
	b Churchill
	3
	
	H Churchill
	Run Out
	
	1
	

	
	CH Pickford
	c Harris
	b Churchill
	2
	
	S Harris
	b Selous
	
	5
	

	
	E Selous
	b Wickens
	
	13
	
	C Smith
	b Selous
	
	30
	

	
	NA Byass
	b Wickens
	
	6
	
	C Roe
	b Selous
	
	5
	

	
	WJ Munn
	c Churchill
	b Wickens
	14
	
	F Coomber
	c Manser
	b Munn
	0
	

	
	FW Phillips
	b Churchill
	
	17
	
	G Paddock
	b Byass
	
	10
	

	
	JS Drewitt
	b Wickens
	
	1
	
	M Savage
	c Manser
	b Byass
	0
	

	
	KS Bawtree
	b Roe
	
	10
	
	H Penfold
	b Selous
	
	0
	

	
	M Johnson
	b Wickens
	
	0
	
	L Elsom
	Run Out
	
	1
	

	
	JP Scott-Johnson
	Not Out
	
	8
	
	L Button
	Not Out
	
	3
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	8
	
	
	
	Extras
	2
	

	
	
	
	Total
	90
	
	
	
	Total
	67
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Researchers’ note - Who were JBM Cricket Club ? 
The Reverend Shepherd is re-elected

October 1923

The Reverend HF Shepherd is re-elected to the Tunbridge Wells District Executive Committee.

4th Annual Hospital Charity Gala

Public Baths, Tunbridge Wells

October 1923

This event was to raise funds for local hospitals and included a number of water activities including water polo, diving and swimming competitions.  
Several organisations took part including Scouts who entered an Inter-Troop team race.  The winners were 1st Royal Tunbridge Wells (Morris-Field’s Own) with 1st Royal Victoria in second place and 1st Rusthall in third.  

Researchers’ note - There is some confusion regarding the designation of the winning Troop – in 1912/13 reference is made to St Barnabas’ Troop as 15th Tunbridge Wells (Morris-Field’s) Troop.

A Social Evening in the Scout Hut

Thursday 13 December 1923
From The Courier – 21 Secember 1923

On Thursday week a social evening was held in the Scout Hut.  Friends and parents were invited ;  also past members of the Troop.  
Mr WJ Wheatley, Assistant District Commissioner, was present and awarded badges to the following members of the Troop :  Tenderfoot : G Baitup, G Smith, F Quinnell, G Quinnell;  Second Class : L Elson, G Mitchell, G Chapman.  Service Stars :  L Elson,  G Paddock.  Cooks : S Harris, A Penfold, L Copper, M Savage, D Revens, L Button, D Wallis, G Chapman, W Taylor.  Cyclists : G Harris, D Wallis, L Elson. Carpenters :  C Roe, G Walker.  Marksmen :  J Beadle, C Roe, G Walker.  Leatherworkers : J. Beadle.  
At the conclusion of the presentation of the awards, Mr Wheatley said it gave him great pleasure to be amongst such an enthusiastic gathering, and congratulated the Scouts on the excellence of their hut and the improvements made since his last visit.  He hoped all the parents and friends would continue to support the Scout movement, which had done so much good and was so prosperous in Rusthall.
	The programme included Scout songs ‘Boys Be Prepared’, ‘Ramoth Gileady’ and ‘The Scout’, Rover A. Walsh taking the solos.  Amusement was caused by the matchbox race and blindfold boxing.

Displays were also given of dumbbell exercises, under the supervision of Assistant Scoutmaster L Harris, and fencing by Rovers W Walsh and Frister.  During the interval refreshments were supplied, and selections were given on the piano by Rover R Howard.  

Blindfold Boxing – Photo from Offbeat Earth
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The Scoutmaster, the Rev HF Shepherd, in welcoming the visitors; explained that the repairs to the hut had been carried out by the members of the Troop.  The ASM, D Copper, had been responsible for the roofing with corrugated iron and the fixing of match-boarding throughout the interior.  The staining, varnishing and painting of doors and furniture had been completed by the Scouts in their spare time.  Special thanks were due to Rover C Wood for carrying out this part of the work. The Troop was stronger now than it had ever been, having a roll call of sixty three Scouts.

Scout Movement Milestones - 1923
	Month
	xxxx

	
	

	
	xxxx.

	
	

	Month
	xxxx

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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