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Scouting in Rusthall
1957
“We are not a club or a Sunday School class, but a school

of the woods”

Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)

	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of St Paul’s Parish Church magazine for this year.
· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can
	Skip’s Warrant

17 January 1957
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Skip Boxall receives his Scout Master’s Warrant
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	The first Rusthall House camp ?

The Troop camped in the grounds of Rusthall House. Was this the first time that they camped there ?

No doubt the trusty trek cart beat the challenge of Tea Garden Lane.
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Researchers’ note – Permission for the Troop to use the field was very kindly given by Skip’s employer, who owned Rusthall House and its vast grounds.
Access to the field was via Tea Garden Lane and through an adjacent field to the right. Near our field was a derelict barn.

Please click HERE if you have any memories of the site and camps that were held there.
Alan Welch gains his First Class Badge
May 1957
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	Alan Welch was awarded the First Class badge in May 1957 and was appointed Troop Leader before becoming a Senior Scout.

In 1957 Rusthall had no Senior Scout Leader and so Alan, together with Rod Bavin and John Twort, undertook their Senior Scouting with the Senior Troop of 1st Tunbridge Wells (Pathfinders).   However, they all attended Troop night at Rusthall, assisting Skip and acting as instructors.
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Scout Summer Fete
Rusthall Girls’ School
Please click HERE if you have any memories of the fete.
	The 9th World Jamboree

Sutton Park, Sutton Coldfield
1 to 12 August 1957
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	The World Scout Jubilee Jamboree was held in Sutton Park, Sutton Coldfield, in the West Midlands from the 1st to the 12th August 1957.  Although generally referred to as a Jamboree it actually comprised of three events, a World Scout Jamboree, a World Rover Moot, and a World Scouters’ Indaba.  This was the first time that these events had been held at the same time and in the same place.

Around  30,000 Scouts from 85 countries attended the event to celebrate 50 years of scouting and the centenary of Lord Baden Powell’s birth.  Rusthall was represented by Rod Bavin as a member of the Kent Contingent.


	The camp was divided into 8 sub camps, named after one of the previous Jamboree locations.  Each sub camp was divided up into numerous national and county contingent camps

Facilities on site also included boating and swimming pools, a hospital, police & fire stations, a shopping centre, an exhibition, a theatre and a restaurant open to the public. 

The specially prepared arena, had a grandstand which could hold up to 15,000 people, and was the venue for the various international displays took place.  It also served as an open air cinema.
The Jamboree was opened on the 1st August by the Duke of Gloucester and was visited by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on Saturday 3rd August. The official closing was undertaken by Olave, Lady Baden Powell. 
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There was a full programme of events on site but participants also visited places of interest around the Midlands, and some went to the Birmingham Hippodrome to see the Ralph Reader Gang Show.
The Jamboree was open to day visitors and it is estimated that around 750,000 people visited the site over the 12 day period.  Among the visitors were parties of Cubs and Scouts from all over the country.
Tuesday 6th August was designated as Cub day and a party of Cubs and Scouts from Rusthall under the close supervision of Miss Brankston, undertook a day trip to the Jamboree, travelling with several hundred other Cubs and Scouts from Kent on a specially chartered train.  
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	On arrival at the site they found that parts of the camp had been flooded after a heavy storm on the night of the 5th August, when about an inch of rain fell in less than an hour.

	
	Fortunately, the Kent contingent camp where Rod Bavin was located was not seriously affected.  Some 1,000 or so scouts. Of various nationalities were not so lucky and had to be quickly moved out to other tents although some were taken in by local residents, which led to lifelong friendships being formed.  
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After a tour of the camp to engage with participants the Cubs were treated to a special display in the arena – a Musical Ride of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Rod and his Jamboree visitors may wish to relive the moment  - a video may be seen at  http://uk.video.search.yahoo.com/video/play;_ylt=A2KLqIj8tYtQVjcAB_l2BQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBrc3VyamVwBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDdmlkBHZ0aWQD?p=1957+wORLD+jAMBOREE&vid=7598D27380F4D1D7459B7598D27380F4D1D7459B&l=8%3A16&turl=http%3A%2F%2Fts1.mm.bing.net%2Fth%3Fid%3DV.4668028934619324%26pid%3D15.1&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DaqT61h2kK0s&tit=1957+jamboree&c=3&sigr=11aelqlj3&fr=slv8-bt
Our apologies for the length of the link – we will be pleased to email this to you if you wish.

Some postage stamps issued in celebration of the Jubilee Jamboree :
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Scout Movement Milestones - 1957
	February
	Centenary of the birth of B.-P.

	
	

	
	Thanksgiving Service at Westminster Abbey.

	
	

	
	B-P. Memorial Fund public appeal launched at Mansion House.

	
	

	June
	National “Collective Good Turn Week”.

	
	

	August
	Centenary Jubilee World Jamboree, Indaba and Moot, Sutton Coldfield, opened by the Duke of Gloucester (August 1); visited by The Queen and the Duke of  Edinburgh (August 3).

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	GPO issue special commemorative stamps.

	
	

	
	The Gang Show again in Royal Variety Performance.

	
	

	November
	World Scout membership: 7,589,183


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page

Skip’s warrant





                   Frank     Peter      John     Richard


               Akehurst    Wale     Bridger    Boxall





Peter Garrod & “Georgio” Neal spud bashing





Scouts Jamboree Welcome Gateway


(Photo : Birmingham City Council)





Rusthall visitors L-R: Peter Wale, Michael Wale,David Ongley, Richard Boxall, Chris Woodward, Trevor Barker





Rod Bavin
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