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Scouting in Rusthall
1958
“I am going to show you how you can learn Scoutcraft for yourself and put it into practice at home”

Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of St Paul’s Parish Church magazine for this year (only January & May).
· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can
Rod Bavin gains the Queen Scout Badge
– and the Troop makes considerable progress
From the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine – February 1958

Researchers note – this would appear to be summary report for the past year - perhaps for the Church AGM.
I am glad to be able to say that during the past year considerable progress has been made and the Troop is now 30 strong.  
A number of badges have been awarded, notably to ASM R. Bavin who has obtained the Queen Scout badge and A. Welch, D. Simpson and M. Coppard who have been awarded the First Class Badge.  We extend to these our hearty congratulations.  
I feel that a special word of thanks is due to my ASM R. Bavin, for all that he has done, to the Senior Scouts for their work in repairing the hut, to the newly formed Parents Committee for their most encouraging support, to the donor of the new Troop Flag, and to all those who have given generously to our funds.
NA Boxall
Scoutmaster

Note - Mr Boxall took over the Scoutmastership just over a year ago and his energy and enthusiasm have had remarkable results. We are very grateful to Mr Boxall.

BD Williams
Curate
A Fine Weekend with the 12th South Lambeth Troop
15th & 16th February

From The Scout magazine - 28 February 1958

Jack Blunt has a Rattling Good Time.
Be My Guest

	Let's be serious for a mo'.  This may not be a startlingly new idea, but I haven't heard of it for such a long time, I thought I’d like to pass it on.

My spies tell me that a certain Troop in Tunbridge Wells spent last weekend as the guests of a Troop in Herne Hill.  It's a round-about story, but evidently someone from Herne Hill went down to Tunbridge Wells and joined the Troop there. 

The two Scout Masters got in touch and, as a result, the country cousins came up and had the pleasure of sleeping on the bare, bare boards of the Church Hall. Well, perhaps they had lilos, or something.  Anyway, the two Troops got together and went out and about during the weekend, including a visit to the Tower of London, a theatre, tea with yet another Troop in Oxford Street (that's another story) and a combined Church Parade, followed by dinner in someone else's house, which makes a change from Mum's cooking.

Now I thought to myself, Blunt, are you going to mess this up and make a funny article of it, or are you going to give it to them straight?  I decided to give it to you straight because it has great possibilities.
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	Why don't you country types write to any old town Troop and get yourselves an invitation? I'll bet your DC would know of somebody, or perhaps the Editor of "The Scout" would help. Failing that you could always camp in Trafalgar Square. Just the job for a Winter Weekend.

Let me know how you get on. I shall be interested to hear.
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	Camping with the 12th South Lambeth Troop

Rusthall House

Easter 1958
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Do you have any memories of this camp ? If so, please click HERE.
Institution of the Reverend Norman Mantle 
as Vicar of St Paul’s

Saturday 26th April 1958

The Service of Institution, which was attended by many members of the Scout Troop, was held at 3pm, and ushered in a new relationship between the Church and its Scout Troop. 
The Reverend Brian Williams (Curate) took up a new post as Vicar of Hartley in Rochester Diocese.
One of the Vicar’s early activities, aimed at getting to know the Troop, was to spend a few nights under canvas at the Troop Camp near Folkestone in August. 
Skip’s Way
	A personal recollection – Robin Snook recalls a very wet and windy afternoon in the Spring of 1958, beneath the trees in the grounds of Rusthall House - with Robin and Richard Boxall.

An 11-year old “new boy” to the Troop’s Eagle Patrol, he was keen to gain his Tenderfoot badge, a requirement of which was to light a fire with two matches - he failed abysmally !. 

However, Skip’s wisdom was that failure was not necessarily a bad thing. He knew how to motivate a lad - “You persevered, Robin - you have passed.”

Do you have any never to be forgotten memories of the wisdom of Skip or other Leaders ? If you do, please let us know.
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More camping with the 12th South Lambeth Troop

Rusthall House

Whitsun 1958
Do you have any memories of this camp ? If so, please click HERE.
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	The Reverend 

Brian Williams

19 June 1958

The Reverend Brian Williams, former Curate of St Paul’s Church, Rusthall, who encouraged Noel Boxall to become Scoutmaster in Rusthall, is tragically killed in a car accident at Hawkinge, near Folkestone.
	DO YOU HAVE A PHOTO OF THE REVEREND WILLIAMS ?

IF SO, PLEASE CLICK HERE


Summer Camp

Hope Farm, Crete Road, Hawkinge, Near Folkestone

9 to 16 August 1958
	
	This was Skip’ Boxall’s first full Troop Summer Camp and to ensure that he was not alone in leading the camp he managed to persuade the then Secretary of the Group Committee, Mr Charles Simpson to come along and give a hand.  It was important that he was not regarded as just a ‘civvie’ helper and so Skip persuaded him to don a Leader’s uniform and to suggest a Scouting name for himself.  And so it was that ‘Sub’ Simpson was once again introduced to the joys of Scouting this time as an adult.  After this re-exposure to some real Scouting, Sub did not need much convincing to take on the role of Senior Scout Leader.


Preparation for the camp involved clearing all the camping gear (much of which at this time belonged to the Guides) from the store above the old kitchen in the Parish Hall and sorting out the essential items (and a few that might come in useful).
Transport to camp was provided by Gilbert’s Removals – first all the camping kit was loaded as far forward in the lorry as possible followed by the ‘softer’ personal kit, since this had to serve as the seating for all the campers who then piled in.  Then it was up with the tail board, and with the top door open – off we went.  Although this form of transport would later be discouraged and finally prohibited, in the 1950s it was quite acceptable.  According the HQ publication Camping Standards - ‘an alternative method of travel is by lorry but the pamphlet Use of Lorries by Scouts, price 1d from Scout Shop should be studied’. 
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Skip was keen that all the campers should demonstrate their camping skills and in the application for a camping permit an inspection of the camp against the Camping Standards as laid down by Scout Headquarters was requested.  
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Skip and Sub quietly went about their duties ensuring that standards were maintained, leading here and there by example and giving encouragement or gentle scolding when things were not up to scratch.  

The party included 16 Scouts, 5 Senior Scouts, 2 Leaders and John Twort’s dog.

Digging of the latrine pits was a bit of problem in a chalky and flint strewn soil and seemed to take for ever - Skip seemed never satisfied by the depth – that was when Roy Wayne took over the task.  He really excelled, earning the reputation as the best pit digger - and so it was that his skills were to be called upon at future summer camps.
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A very welcome visitor to the camp was the Rev Norman Mantle who quickly proposed a Scouting name of ‘Vic’.  As a newly appointed Vicar of St Paul’s Rusthall, he was keen to get involved with the various youth organisations associate with the Church and there was no better way of getting to know the Scouts than to spend a few days camping with them.  ‘Vic’ earned the respect of the lads for his determination to get to the camp under his own steam on his trusty moped,and by mucking in with the camp chores including spell on latrine duty.  A memorable ‘Scouts Own’ was held in front of a Camp Altar constructed by the Senior Scouts.
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A feature of early camps was the visitors’ day.  A coach trip was arranged to enable parents and friends to come to see how things were done and to check on the well being of the lads.  It was an opportunity for the Scouts to practice their hospitality skills – by serving afternoon tea to their visitors.
Skip always abided by the rule that at the end of the camp a Scout should leave nothing behind but his thanks.  After the ‘sweep’ of the campsite by all the Scouts  to gather the last piece of litter Skip was still not satisfied with the wood chopping area and made it clear that the camp would not depart until the area was cleared to his satisfaction.  It somehow fell to Rod Bavin to organise the final clean up and two visitors to the site in the last hour (Mrs Boxall and Mrs Simpson) often recalled the spectacle of Rod surrounded by Scouts all on hands and knees frantically combing through the grass to gather the last elusive wood chippings.  Thereafter, camp wood piles and chopping areas were kept spotless.
	Skip had no need to worry about standards the visiting commissioner reported as follows :

a)  The Camping Standard:  was excellent,  sanitation satisfactory,  tentage adequate,  feeding arrangements good.  The Seniors were doing a good job, one acting as QM.Patrolsystem used.  I was very impressed by the general standard throughout.

b)  Scouting activities:  were being undertaken, use was being made of the adjacent wood forsome excellent gadgets, I am sure that it will be a memorable camp for the Scouts who were privileged to attend.  I enjoyed my visit.  Camping Standard certificate signed.
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The first Jamboree on the Air 
October 1958
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	The first Jamboree on the Air was held in 1958, following the success of the amateur radio station G3BHK at the previous year’s 50th anniversary World Jamboree. 

With assistance from Tunbridge Wells Amateur Radio Society a temporary radio station was set up at Rusthall Girls School specifically to join in the JOTA.  The station was operated over the weekend by members of the Society and with particular assistance of Eric and David Simpson. 

Contacts were established with other radio amateurs around the world including South Africa and the USA, though very few Scouting contacts were made and all were UK based.  


JOTA is now an international Scout and Guide activity held annually on the third weekend of October.
Rusthall Scouts & Guides light the way

Christmas 1958

The Vicar announces that he would like to introduce a Christmas Midnight Communion – the first to be held at St Paul’s Rusthall.  
Rusthall Scouts and Guides, under the guidance of SM Noel Boxall and SSM Charlie ‘Sub’ Simpson arrange to mount a chain of flares across the common to guide those who wish to attend the Service.  
This continues for a number of years to come.

Scout Movement Milestones - 1958
	July
	Third International Camp for Handicapped,. Gilwell Park, visited by Princess Alexandra.

	
	

	
	

	October
	First Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA).


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page

By the Monument, City of London





Skip - John  Cotton - Agie Godden - Ian Goddard - Trevor ‘Georgio’ Neal - Roy Waine


But who else ?








A 12th South Lambeth Scout and Malcolm Coppard at the Herne Hill Church Parade





John Bridger patiently waits for his train home





Gerald Barker - Rod Bavin  - David Simpson - John Twort - Eric Simpson - and others





Easter Camp at Rusthall House





Robin Snook perseveres





Troop Transport





En route to Camp





Dave Masters – John Cotton – Richard Boxall – Skip – Rod Bavin – John Twort & ‘Furry Friend’





Central catering - Lunchtime





A chance to escape for the day – a ‘bus trip to Folkestone





Skip, Vic & Sub





Vic & Sub at our Camp Altar
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