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Scouting in Rusthall
1963
“Be prepared”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)

	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of St Paul’s Parish Church magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can
A new Assistant Scout Master is appointed

May 1963

Robin Boxall is appointed Assistant Scout Master.

Another Queen’s Scout

Robin Snook attains the Queen’s Scout Award. Mr Cecil H Beeby, Headmaster of the Skinners’ School, announces in assembly that he is the youngest in Kent to do so. He also congratulates Robin a Peter Dawson on being selected to represent Kent at the World Jamboree later this year.

Presented by Mr PA Godfrey-Phillips, District Commissioner, at the St George’s Day Parade at St Barnabas, Tunbridge Wells, the occasion was particularly poignant for Robin - this took place in the playground of St Barnabas School, in which he had played during his early years of Infant and Junior education.

Robin was privileged to be a member of both the Skinners’ Weald and Rusthall Troops in his first two years at Skinners’ - but had relinquished his membership of the former in 1960 to join the school’s Combined Cadet Force - and to focus upon his Scouting in Rusthall.

At that time, pupil’s extra-curricular activities were acclaimed. An annual “Little Red Book” was published, listing every pupil by class - annotated with their achievements – First Class Scout, Queen’s Scout, Army Proficiency Certificate, House Colours, etc. Reading the success of fellow pupils who were also Rusthall Scouts always brought a swell of pride.
The  National Scoutcar Races

Saturday 13 July 1963

Brighton

Rusthall enters the National Scoutcar Races for the first time. Races were held along the sea front on Madeira Drive, Brighton.  Since the Group was new to this event their car named ‘Rushalong’ was entered in the Novice class for the three groupings: Cubs, Scouts and Senior Scouts.  
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	The Group decided rather late in the day to enter the Scoutcar Races and the car was rather hurriedly built by a few of the older Scouts and Senior Scout during and after the Troop regular meetings.  Andrew Marks was one of the constructors and recalls that the car ‘was designed on the back of an envelope and was cobbled together in a hurry. Moreover, the green (British Racing Green) paint was still wet the night before leaving for the races.  

As the event was sponsored by the British Motor Corporation (BMC), participating Groups were urged to seek advice and support from local BMC dealerships.  Rusthall approached Messrs Caffyns Ltd at St John’s Tunbridge Wells and were able to secure the assistance of the Rolls Royce Service Engineer, Mr Stan Hodd, who put in a considerable number of hours assisting the budding Scout engineers to get their project completed on time.  John Bridger recalls that Stan was perhaps the only one who knew what he was doing !  
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	The car, which had to conform to strict specifications laid down by Scout Headquarters in consultation with BMC, was constructed primarily from two old bicycles and four pram wheels. 

Parts of the frames were welded together to form the chassis and various other parts were used for the pedal and steering system.  The wheels and steering wheel were obtained from the ‘scrap heap’.

Light aluminium sheeting was used for the bodywork.  The resulting appearance vaguely resembled a ‘car’ but was not particularly spectacular and could not be said to be streamlined by any stretch of the imagination. 

On Race Day, the team consisted of three drivers:  John Bridger for the Senior Scouts, Andrew Marks the Scout Driver and a Cub driver who is still to be identified.  Peter Bass and Bill Biffen completed the line up as Team Mechanics.  
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To the novices of Rusthall this was quite a spectacular event with well over a hundred cars.  Many Troops had entered in earlier years and had gained useful experience in car design and race strategy.  Some fielded two or even three cars.  It was a very hot and sunny day with dehydration and sunburn being problems for all involved, but particularly for the drivers.
‘Rushalong’ performed well and came through the heats to qualify for the semi-finals and then the finals of the three sections.  
We are unsure about the Cub Driver, but it is thought that he achieved a creditable fourth place.  Andrew Marks did not fare so well and finished eighth (last) place in the finals.  
John Bridger really excelled in the Senior Scout Final, got off to a flying start and led almost to the line - but was just caught by a faster car from Sutton-at-Home Group.  If only we had thought about adding gears rather than depending on a simple drive, maybe John would have won !  Nevertheless, the Trophy for 2nd Place and the £25 for the troop funds were well received.
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	The day’s racing was covered by Television News and British Movietone (cinema) News and John’s efforts were there for everyone to see on the cinema screens around the country during the following week

The day was not without its incidents; during the final round of heats the car’s steering broke which seemed to finish Rusthall’s chances.  However, Bill Biffen was undaunted and set off to try to find a part in order to fix the problem and just as everyone was beginning to get ready to call it a day Bill arrived back with the vital part and the car was fixed in time for the finals.
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County Commissioners Challenge

Certificates were awarded to the Woodpigeon Patrol for the Campcraft, and Handcraft Challenges. 
Certificates were also awarded to the Woodpecker Patrol for the Winter Expedition, Campcraft, and Handcraft Challenges.

The 11th World Scout Jamboree

Marathon, Greece
Report to be inserted

Senior Scout Expedition

County Wicklow, Ireland

August 1963

Members of the expedition :
	Robin Boxall

John Cotton

Michael Cotton
	Mick Priest

Richard Boxall

Ian (Ernie ) Revens
	David Ongley

Mike Latter

Roland Savage

	Ian Marchant


The party travelled to Dublin by Aer Lingus Viscount aircraft from Heathrow and for some, this was the first experience of travelling by air.  Transport from Rusthall to the airport was by minibus courtesy of the 1st Brenchley Scout Group (one of the first Groups in the District to have its own transport).  The flight to Dublin was uneventful and being the last flight of the day (to minimise costs) meant that onward travel would be after dusk.  The party’s arrival at Dublin airport caused some amusement amongst fellow travellers waiting in the baggage hall as they were treated to the sight of a stream of loose items of gear appearing on the conveyor belt – a tent pole, groundsheet, billie can etc.  After a quick repack it was off to the arrivals area to find the coach transport to the first night’s camp site at Glendalough.
The ‘coach’ was in fact a regular single deck bus of St Kevin’s Bus Company and had seen better days.  Soon after setting off the rain started and as the journey progressed it became clear that the bus had a number of leaks as some of the interior light fittings began filling up with water. 
	On arrival at Glendalough the party set about pitching camp in the dark and pouring rain.  However, the task was made a little easier as the bus driver lent a hand and positioned the bus so that the site was illuminated by the headlamps.

The following morning the rain had eased and after a visit to the Seven Churches at Glandalough the party set off for the main base camp at The Rectory at Annamoe, where they were warmly greeted by Rev H G Jamieson.  
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The camping field just below the Rectory was close to the river and everyone was able to keep a close eye on the water level as it slowly rose as a result of several heavy rain showers. The Rev Jameson took pity on the bedraggled party and opened up the cellar of the Rectory to enable everyone to dry out before the start of the main 5 day expedition.
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	The route of the expedition started and finished at Annamoe and included a visit to Powerscourt House estate to the north.  The estate is famous for the Powerscourt waterfall, which is located in the estate’s parkland and is the highest in Ireland at 121m (398ft).  The most arduous part of the expedition was perhaps the climb up the side of the waterfall and then down the gently sloping moorlands bordering Mount Douce to Lough Tay. 



	During this descent a member of the party (who must remain nameless) was given a timely reminder as to why it is necessary to keep the waist belt of one’s rucksack fastened.  A trip in a rabbit hole led to a sharp pitch forward onto the ground while the rucksack fell forward over the individual’s head, effectively trapping him to the ground.   Fortunately there no injuries were sustained.

Ian Marchant, Ian Revens, David Ongley,        ►►►

Richard Boxall & Roland  Savage
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On the penultimate day the party travelled by ‘coach’ to Dublin where overnight accommodation was provided by the 1st Dublin Catholic Scout Troop HQ.  That evening the party took a trip into central Dublin to take in the sites, including a stroll down O’Connel Street, to buy a few souvenirs including the obligatory shelalagh or two, and finally a civilised dinner in a local restaurant.  An early night was called for, as taxis had been booked for the transfer to Dublin Airport for return flight home the next morning.  
	The final morning dawned with more rain ! The result – an interesting drive to the airport – with the driver peering through the water running down the windscreen hoping that he could pick out the line of the road.  The suggestion that it might be best to have the windscreen wipers on was dismissed by the driver’s comments – ‘Wipers? Oh they don’t work!’

Back at Heathrow all the gear arrived safely in the baggage hall and the party set off on the final trek - through the tunnel to the main road (A4) to catch the 404 Greenline bus back to Tunbridge Wells.
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The Beacon Scheme is launched
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	Rusthall Rover Crew launched a new activity based competition known as the Beacon Scheme.  

Teams of Scouts from Tunbridge Wells District were invited to compete in the event held in the grounds below the Beacon Hotel, Rusthall.  
It was intended that this competition would be held annually as part of the Crew’s ‘service’ to the District.  

The winners of this first competition were the 1st Pembury Troop.




Scout Movement Milestones - 1963
	26 July
	A disastrous 6.1 magnitude earthquake in Skopje, Yugoslavia leaves more than 1,070 dead  and more than 200,000 homeless. Scouts travelling overland to the World Jamboree stop to help.

	
	

	
	

	27 July
	En route to the Jamboree, all 26 Boy Scouts from the Philippines die in the crash of their Comet 4 over the Indian Ocean, on its approach to Bombay.

	
	

	
	

	August
	11th World Jamboree, Greece.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page

Our Souvenir Pennant





“Rushalong”, Rusthall’s first entry in the National Scoutcar Races on show and available for rides at the village Summer Fete.





John Bridger nears the finishing line


Photo : Scout Magazine





Our 2nd Place Trophy


Senior Scout Race





Mike Cotton & Mick Priest





Ian Revens & Richard Boxall


at Powerscourt Waterfall





Waiting for the bus from Heathrow to Tunbridge Wells





The Beacon Scheme Trophy
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