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Scouting in Rusthall
1965
“Scouting is a man’s job cut down to a boy’s size”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can
Another Queen’s Scout Award
Peter Tovey attains the Queen’s Scout Award.

	The National Scoutcar Races

Weston-Super-Mare

July 1965

After the exhilaration and success in the National Scoutcar Races in 1963, Rusthall decided to enter for this year’s event.   The application was submitted early this time so the car constructors had ample time to come up with a new design, drawing on the experiences and observations of other competing cars from 1963.  
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Once again, construction was under the guidance of the Caffyns Rolls Royce Service Engineer, Stan Hodd.  It was decided to design a completely new machine and ‘Rushalong’ was cannibalised to form the basis of the new ‘Rushalong II’.  Unlike its predecessor, this was a great example of engineering, being lighter, more manageable, with suitable gearing and built for speed.  
	The Kent

Rover Scouts

County

Hike Challenge
September 1965
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Seven teams, including two from Rusthall Rover Crew entered the competition.  Unfortunately, two teams including one of the Rusthall teams had to retire part way through the competition.  

Rusthall “B” Team was comprised of Joe Redhead and Robin Snook, both of whom were confident of success for the Rusthall Rover Crew.

On a Saturday afternoon, on a small river bridge near Penshurst, they read their instructions – they are to follow the River Medway to Maidstone, sketching the locks and weirs on the way – and then on to Buckmore Park by Sunday afternoon. Absolutely no problem – they are both fit and Robin has his Designer and Artist Badges.

So ….. off they stride  - over footpaths, fields, bridges and stiles, hardly touching a road on the way – sketching beautiful images of every lock as they go – not once did they get lost, or waste a moment – their map reading was second to none.
	. Many miles later, they strode up Bluebell Hill to Buckmore Park, where they were met with grand applause – a couple of hours before the next team. Confident of success, Joe and Robin patiently awaited the announcement of their epic efforts – and their presentation of the Gov’nor Rover Hike Trophy.

But this was not to be. They had misread their instructions - they should have drawn ground plans of the locks, not sketches !

The Rusthall ‘B’ team improved on last year’s standing and came third with 47 points out of a possible 90.  The Dover District Rover Crew were winners again this year with a score of 63½ and the runners up were the Maidstone District team with a score of 59½.  
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The judges reported ‘that in almost every case teams read the instructions incorrectly and their reports showed wrong interpretations’.  Rather than providing sketch plans of each lock and weir along the route, most teams produced a series of sketches instead.  The judges commented on the high quality of the sketches, especially those produced by Robin Snook from Rusthall.
Kent County Commissioner’s Challenge

	Rusthall participate.

Researchers’ note – Did you take part ? Have you any recollections of this year’s Challenge ? If so, please click HERE.
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The Beacon Scheme

Rusthall retain the Trophy for the second year.
	Operation Kent Challenge

Our Senior Scouts compete in Operation Kent Challenge.

Researchers’ note – Did you take part ? Have you any recollections of this year’s Challenge ? If so, please click HERE.
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	Kent Messenger 50 Mile Walk

A number of our members take part – 50 miles overnight – Margate to Canterbury, Ashford and Maidstone.

Researchers’ note – Did you take part ? Have you any recollections of the event ? If so, please click HERE.

(Copyright Kent Messenger)


A new Assistant Senior Scout Leader

October 1962

Robin Boxall is appointed Assistant Senior Scout Leader.
The Kent Rover Scouts Vehicle Venture

Sunday 31 October 1965

The Kent Rover Scouts Vehicle Venture was held on Sunday, 31st October.  The course was about 100 miles over lanes, roads and tracks of North Kent.

36 teams entered, of which 5 were from Rusthall.  The starting point was Buckmore Park, Chatham and at 9 o'clock the cars began to assemble.  Route cards giving map references of check points were handed out at 9.30.  
The first car left at 10.00 and the rest followed at one minute intervals.
Driving from checkpoint to checkpoint, most of which were only a few minutes apart, kept navigators on their toes whilst they endeavoured to keep on time and approach the checkpoint from the right direction. One point was lost for each minute late and 50 points lost for a wrong direction.
The first car was due to arrive for the lunch stop near Canterbury at about 12.30.  However, many of the cars were late coming in and were unable to take their full one hour break.
The afternoon drive followed the same pattern as the morning, and in all, 67 check points were to be visited before the end of the Venture at about 4.30 near Harrietsham.
Rusthall were the winners for the second year running with Joe Redhead very ably navigated by Dave Masters.  Other Rusthall teams finished in 16th, 17th, and 18th places with one retirement.
Our Scouts light the way to St Paul’s

on Christmas Eve
From the St Paul’s Parish Magazine – February 1966

From the Reverend Mantle’s introductory letter
Those who came to the midnight service on Christmas Eve must have been charmed by the helpfulness of the Scouts who provided the flare path across the Common, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them. Not only does it make it much easier for those who would otherwise hesitate to cross the Common at night, but it also contributes immeasurably to  the magic of our Christmas at Rusthall.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1965
	May
	First National Scout Band Championships.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page

Rushalong II





The Guv’nor Trophy





The Challenge Results





   Chris       Philip    Howard  David


Woodward Tilford       Lea  Ongley
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