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“When a boy finds someone who takes an interest in him, he responds and follows”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
A Matter of Life and Death

Rusthall Scouts save a life

February 1974
The prompt action at school of three of our Scouts saves a life and earns a commendation from the Head teacher.
We have the below document in our archives.
[image: image1.png]O WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

On Monday 25th February 1974, Donald Lewis 5th Year, Mark Peters
and Anthony Tasker 4th Years, came to me to report that a fellow
pupil had teken an uoknown quanitity of tablets and was in a very
Qepressed state of mind. Their semsible and speedy action in
roporting the lad's predicement resulted in the boy receiving
almost immediate hospital attention and probably saved the boy's
life.

The reaction of these boys to a most serious and delicate situation
and their genuine concern as to the boy's health and wedfare
afterwards is highly commendable. A copy of this letter will be
entered in their school records.

Wiy -
STEVENS
Head of Middle School

I was particularly pleased to hear of the sensible and adult actions
of ‘Donala Lewis, Mark Pevers, and Anthony Tasker. It showed a
maturity and concern for othérs which is not always found even
cmong adults.

They deserve to be highly congratulated for their good sense and
thoughtfullness.

v 4lc
M.8.P. OWW

Headmaster





The Retirement of Will Hinton
District Social and Retirement Party
Friday 26 April 1974
A District Social and Retirement Party was held for Will Hinton, ADC Scouts and long term friend of the Rusthall Group was held at Baden-Powell Place. Many Rusthall Scouters attend.
Do you have any memories or photos of Will Hinton that you would like to share? If so, please click HERE.
Sponsored Hike

Sunday 5 May 1974

Another Sponsored Hike, organised by Mr P Irwin, was held on Sunday 5 May.

Mr and Mrs Smith of Holts Farm, Fordcombe, once more assisted by preparing lunch for the hikers. 
There was tremendous support for the event, there being 77 participants and £348 being raised for Group funds.
Do you have any memories or photos of the Sponsored Hike that you would like to share? If so, please click HERE.
Nonesuch Green Folk Group is formed
Summer 1974

Nonesuch Green, Rusthall’s very own Folk Group, had its origins in the summer of 1974.  
In July of that year, members of the Stamm Seeadler Scouts from Wiesbaden, Germany arrived in Tunbridge Wells as guests of the Rusthall Scout Group, thus reciprocating a visit to Germany by Rusthall Scouts in 1973.  
Before moving off to a joint summer camp, an official welcome evening was held at the Skinners’ School, Tunbridge Wells, at which members of both Groups provided entertainment by singing a number of songs.  Rusthall Scouts excelled themselves by including a song in German in honour of their guests, having been coached by the official interpreter for the evening, Mrs D Terry.  
The German Scouts gave an impressive performance as several of them had brought their guitars with them.  It was learned that they performed regularly at various events at home as a Folk Group and that they had also produced a record of traditional Scouting songs.  
Not to be outshone, Rusthall Scouts decided that they too should have a dedicated singing group and so Nonesuch Green was launched.  There are a number of suggestions about the origin of the group’s name but in fact, Nonesuch Green just happens to be the old name of an area of Southborough at the top of Speldhurst Road near the junction with London Road and the founder members of the group felt that it was a good ‘folksy’ name.
Although generally referred to as a Folk Group, Nonesuch Green brought together a group of Scouts, Venture Scouts, Scout Leaders and Instructors (and for a short time one Cub Scout, David Barter) who enjoyed singing and playing a variety of instruments, including guitars, whistles, flageolets, drums and other percussion instruments.  Their repertoire was by no means restricted to traditional folk songs and they set out to entertain, and have fun without taking themselves too seriously.
There were around twelve founding members but over the years the numbers varied tremendously as some moved on and others joined in.  There was no restriction on membership – if you were a member of the Scout Group and could sing reasonably well you were welcome to join in.  The group was fortunate to have a number of choristers from St Paul’s Rusthall Church.  If you could play a musical instrument or were prepared to have a go - even with the triangle, tambourine or kazoo - so much the better. However, the group also encouraged participation by arranging for younger members to receive lessons in playing the guitar.  
Over the next ten years, Nonesuch Green became renowned for their performances – performing at Group, Parish and other local functions – but went on to gain much wider acclaim, both nationally and internationally.
A full account of the remarkable life of Nonesuch Green can be found in our Appendices.

Were you a member of Nonesuch Green ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ? 

 If so, please click HERE.
Summer Camp

Stonewall Park, Chiddingstone Hoath

26 July to 9 August
On Friday 26th July the climax of twelve months preparation came into fruition when the party of 32 scouts from Wiesbaden arrived in Rusthall. Our guests were greeted by our lads and their parents, who were to act as their hosts for the weekend.

Our first formal 'gathering' was on the Saturday night at Skinners School where a ‘Welcome Reception’ was held. This was attended by over 200 people including the Chairman of Tunbridge Wells District Council, the President of Tunbridge Wells Rotary Club, the Chairman of Tunbridge Wells Wiesbaden Association and various Scout VIPs. The evening included singing by the two scout troops, speeches of welcome from the various organisations represented and the exchange of gifts.  The evening provided a marvellous start to our fortnight together and friendships made last year were soon renewed.

The remainder of the weekend was left entirely free so that the hosts could entertain their guests as they wished. 
The nine days that we were in camp consisted of a varied programme spending as much time out and about as in camp, showing the German Scouts the English way of camping and some of the attractions around the South East.
There were 28 boys and 7 girl Scouts in camp. During the preceding months, the Supporters Association had raised £500 towards camp costs.
The Supporters provided assistance during the camp by a) cleaning the Headquarters thoroughly to ensure it was in a presentable condition when the Scouts returned from camp with their German guests, and b) visiting the camp at Stonewall Park, to help prepare evening meals on 31 July and 5 August since the Scouts were away from camp on day visits, returning after 7.00pm.

The camp began on Monday 29th July when parents of the boys transported their sons and German guests out to the site at Stonewall Park Chiddingstone Hoath. Fortunately, it was a dry day so the camp was pitched without any hindrance from the weather by the evening, when a camp fire was held.

The Tuesday was devoted to pioneering and saw the construction of a gateway, look-out tower, assault course, suspension bridge and for fun, a swing boat and a raft.

On Wednesday the scouts hiked across the Seven Sisters from Cuckmere Haven to Eastbourne and this proved to be one of the most successful days despite the "ups & downs". Transport to and from the coast was sponsored by the Tunbridge Wells Wiesbaden Association. On arrival at Eastbourne there was plenty of opportunity to swim and walk around the town. Returning to the site an evening meal was provided by some of the parents. This was one of three such meals that were awaiting the scouts when they arrived back fairly late from visits out.

The Thursday's activities were arranged by the Venture Scouts and consisted of challenging incidents, where the patrols were expected to show initiative as well as speed in accomplishing various tasks. A session of Jeux Sans Frontieres (It's a Knock Out) was held although the object was to have fun rather than to compete with other patrols.
Another popular day was the trip to Canterbury on the Friday with a look over the Whitbread Hop Farm at East Peckham on the way. At Canterbury the eighty boys were split up into six groups and were guided around the city by the Scouters. They all visited the Cathedral. The Old Weavers, where examples of the art of hand weaving can be seen in addition to having a trip on the river boat.  The Westgate Tower Armoury Museum, the remains of the Roman Pavement and the Royal Museum were also included. (Unfortunately there was not much time to see any of the other attractions due to the length of travelling time that was required by the two coaches.)

The best way to explore the countryside is on foot, so on the Saturday a local hike was arranged going through Chiddingstone and Penshurst where everyone went around the house and gardens of Penshurst Place. This was a restful hike and only amounted to 8 miles in total.

The weather changed on Sunday and the only wet day of the camp was experienced. This was the Open Day for all the parents and friends connected with the group, and they were entertained with a novelty football match between the English and German Scout Leaders and a display by the Cub Scouts. There was also a Scouts Own Service taken by the Vicar in addition to the Communion Service held for the Scouts in the morning. In the evening everyone enjoyed themselves by exercising their vocal chords at the main camp fire.

The Monday was the last outing during the nine days when the Scouts had a ride on the Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway and had a look around the Model Exhibition at New Romney. The afternoon was spent in Folkestone where there was an opportunity to swim or walk around the town, spending what pocket money was left.

Camp was broken on Tuesday evening, when the German lads returned to their hosts in Rusthall for the last two days.

As usual in camp a Camping Competition was held amongst the Rusthall Patrols and this year the Moffatt Cup was gained by the Stag Patrol led by David Evans.

On the Wednesday everyone assembled at the Scout HQ which was admired by the German Scouts. From here the group proceeded to Tunbridge Wells where as guests of the Rotary Club they were given a tour of Tunbridge Wells, visiting such places as the Pantiles, Town Hall, Courier, Fire Station and the Calverley Park area. The tour concluded with a bus ride to Dunorlan Park where the scouts seemed to second all the available boats !  After a period of rowing and canoeing, tea was served in the chalet after which everyone returned to Rusthall.

The next day consisted of a ‘local ramble’. This commenced at the Parish Church and included, viewing the countryside from the tower. The next visit was to Rosehill School to view some articles which originally belonged to Baden Powell. From here everyone headed for High Rocks which proved very interesting, to the German guests. The party then proceeded into Tunbridge Wells and to the Town Hall to be received by the Oberburgermeister Herr Schmit who was in Tunbridge Wells for two days. It was pleasing that he could spare some of his valuable time to meet and speak to the scouts from both towns. After the speeches gifts from both troops were presented to the Oberburgermeister.

As this was the last day together, a farewell camp fire was held in the evening in the garden of one of the parents. Although everyone was sorry to say goodbye it was pleasing to know that everyone had thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

The two weeks together concluded on the Friday morning when the German scouts departed from Rusthall for Dover, having made many friends, many memories of a successful and happy camp and the link between the two troops strengthened even further. All the lads are looking forward to meeting each other again, in the not too distant future.
As with any camp the success depends on the efforts of those involved in the organisation - this year was no exception and thanks are due to all those in the 'team’ of Scouters and Venture Scouts who worked hard to make the camp such a success.

Did you have any photos of the camp ? If so, please click HERE.
An Edwardian Evening
Parish Hall

2 November 1974

The Supporters Association held an Edwardian Evening in the Parish Hall.

Did you take part ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ? If so, please click HERE.
The Hurstwood Scheme

2 to 3 November 1974

The Venture Scouts take part in the Hurstwood Scheme.
Do you have any knowledge of the Hurstwood Scheme ? If so, please click HERE.
Was it undertaken to tidy up the woods ?
District re-arrangements

New District Boundaries were introduced with Brenchley and Matfield , Horsmonden and Lamberhurt Groups moving to a new East Tunbridge Wells Weald District.  

A third District – Tunbridge Wells West was established.  

By December 1974, East Tunbridge Wells Weald District was further renamed as Weald District and Tunbridge Wells became known as Royal Tunbridge Wells District.

Fred Ongley resigns as District Secretary. Robert Smith appointed DC,

Two Christmas Plays
14 December 1974
The Cubs stage two Christmas plays – Jack and the Beanstalk and Scrooge.
Did you take part or help with the productions ? If so, please click HERE.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1974
	April
	The Queen, accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, takes the salute from 650 Venture Scouts who have gained the Queen's Scout Award.

	
	

	
	

	August
	The Committee of the Council, The Scout Association's ruling body, appoints Working Group to consider how to maintain and improve adult support for Scouting's 600,000 Members in the UK.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Ralph Reader presents final London Gang Show for two weeks at Gaumont State Theatre, Kilburn, London. Ralph, aged 71, has decided to retire from writing and producing the annual London Gang Show.

	
	

	October
	The Scout Association's National Headquarters moves from Buckingham Palace Road, Victoria to temporary accommodation at Baden-Powell House, London SW7. A new purpose-built extension to B.-P. House is due to be completed in 1976.

	
	

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page  
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