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          Scouting in Rusthall 
                     1982 
“The Scout Oath and Law are our binding disciplinary force”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell
(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year (except March).

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Three gain the Queen’s Award
From the Kent & Sussex Courier – January 1982
Three Venture Scouts from Rusthall were presented with the Queen's Scout Award on Sunday at a ceremony in St Paul's Church.  
The scouts Mark Standen, 19, Stephen Browning, 18, and Kerrin Carver, 18 - received the award from District Commissioner Mr Robert Smith. To earn the award - the highest in Venture Scouting - all three boys completed a number of activities which included community service at Middlefields and Rusthall Lodge Old People's Homes, and completing the St John Ambulance First Aid course.
At the same ceremony, Gareth Churchill was presented with the Chief Scout's Award and Tim Berrett received the Venture Award. 
Venture Scouts District Challenge

February 1982

Did you take part ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
Nonesuch Green perform before the Chief

Imperial College, London

March 1982

Nonesuch Green perform before the Chief Scout at the National Queen’s Scout Awards, Imperial College London.
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	Mr PA Godfrey Phillips
March 1982
District Commissioner and Distruct President
	INSERT PHOTO OF MR GODFREY PHILLIPS


A brief profile of Mr Godfrey Phiilips can be found in our Appendices.

Do you have any memories or photos of Mr Godfrey Phillips to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
Bill Muffett succeeds Mr Godfrey Phillips

Bill Muffett appointed as President with two Vice Presidents, Noel Boxall and Will Hinton.

Cubs District Cross Country Competition

March 1982

Did you take part ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.

A new Group Chairman

March 1982

Fred Ongley Stands down as Chairman of the Group and is succeeded by Noel ‘Skip’ Boxall
From St Paul’s, Rusthall, Parish Magazine 
March 1982
The New Year started with a very happy occasion for the Group when Stephen Browning, Kerrin Carver and Mark Standen were presented with their Queen Scout Awards. Also Timothy Berrett received his Venture Award and Gareth Churchill his Chief Scout’s Award at the Patronal Festival Youth Service.  Congratulations to them all for the time, hard work and service they contributed to obtain these.  
We would, like to say a special thank you to the Vicar for allowing these presentations to take place and for giving such a warm welcome to our D.C. Mr Robert Smith.
A number of badge courses are being run, including Fireman’s, Mechanic’s and Cook’s.  Our grateful thanks to the Instructors for the time they give to do these courses and a special thanks to our local Fire Services under Mr Shoebridge for arranging the Fireman’'s Course.
As 1982 is the Year of the Scout, having been in existence for 75 years, the Association has issued a special badge to be worn until June 1983, and we would like to thank our President, Miss Brankston, for purchasing and presenting the 150 badges which were needed for the Group.

Derek Edwards, the Venture Scout Leader, was delighted to welcome Gareth Churchill, Andrew Rowland, Ian Milton, George Potter and Graham and Stephen Taylor to the Unit, increasing their number to 19.  This is a great credit to him, Bill Histed and David .Taylor who are his Assistants.
Three of the boys from the Unit will be taking part in Operation Triangle which is shortly being held in the East Grintstead area and we wish them good luck for this.  
Congratulations to Jonathan Pink, Martin Cox and Adam Bavin who, with Andrew Mercer, Guy Carter and Peter Townsend are the Troop's newly elected Patrol Leaders, and also to Anthony Hibbard who has been elected as Senior Patrol Leader.  
We were very pleased at the success of the Wednesday night troop when they came 2nd in the District Swimming Gala.

Skip Boxall Bows Out
From the Kent & Sussex Courier – 2 April 1982
	After 25 tears as Scout Leader with St Paul's Rusthall Scout group, Noel "Skip" Boxall bowed out on Saturday 27 March at a special retirement party at Skinners School.

Skip, who has been awarded the Silver Acorn in recognition of his services to Scouting, reached retiring age in December.  But at the special request of the District Commissioner he agreed to carry on until the end of the Scout year in March.

Skip was presented with many gifts to mark his retirement and these included a camera, a set of silver tableware and a cheque for nearly £400 collected by friends and supporters.

A special gift was an engraving of Rusthall, made by one of Skip's old scouts.
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During his 25 years with the Group, Skip helped to form the Nonesuch Green Folk Group in 1974, which arose directly out of the Scout Group.  Nonesuch Green have entertained twice at the Royal Albert Hall and also at the Chief Scout’s conference in Loughborough as well as trips on the continent.
Skip was also responsible for taking over the derelict Denny Bottom Social Club in Harmony Street to turn into a headquarters.
However, Rusthall Scouts will not lose Skip's services completely as he has agreed to become Chairman of the Group.
Rod succeeds Skip

April 1982

Rod Bavin is appointed Group Scout Leader
Sponsored Litter Pick

June 1982

The Cubs and Scouts carried out a sponsored litter pick of Rusthall Common.

During the course of an hour they collected over 800lbs of rubbish and raised £245 for Group funds.
Skip earns the Bar to his Silver Acorn

July 1982
“Skip” Boxall is awarded the Bar to the Silver Acorn – ‘for further specially distinguished services’.
District Swimming Gala

The Scout Troop runners up in District Swimming Gala.
Did you take part ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
Kent County Challenge

Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 September 1982
Did you take part ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
Section Reports from the Annual General Meeting
November 1982

1st Cub Pack
This year must go down as one of the most successful in the Pack's history, when taking into consideration enthusiasm, behaviour and co-operation, not to mention attainment.  A cub pack can't be measured by how many badges it gains - although I do agree it provides incentive - but by the happiness shown by both boys and parents, and I think and hope that this is the state of the pack at the moment.
We held a particularly happy camp this year in the Beacon Motel grounds, blessed with glorious weather.  The site provided superb facilities for the extensive range of activities, and we were able to start, and subsequently carry through, a number of proficiency badges, e.g., Cooks, Photographers, Explorers, First Aider and Home Help.  This, combined with traditional scouting skills, made an extremely rewarding time for both boys and Leaders 
Being aware that our real reason for existence is to put over the aims of ‘Scouting’ to the boys, we do try to emphasise this to them, and feel that if we can hand over enthusiastic lads to the Scout Troop we have achieved our objective.  This time several ‘Gold Arrows’ have gone and a number are about to ‘Go up’ and our congratulations go with them on their next step up the Scouting ladder.
We had a very enjoyable outing to the Royal Tournament in July, and all enjoyed the wonderful spectacle and companionship.  I would particularly like to thank our husbands and those parents who rescued us from disappointment at the eleventh hour (due to the rail strike), by providing transport and their time, and to Derek Edwards for the invaluable loan of his van.
We have been celebrating the ‘Year of the Scout’ during 1982, and this has entailed a number of extra activities.  It has been very encouraging that so many cubs have joined in made this a memorable year. Again, thank you to all parents who have helped with transport, shunting us here and there.
I would like to say a special thank you to Mr Chris Milham; he has formed a very enthusiastic football squad over the- last year, culminating in an outstanding result in the District Six-a-side Tournament - where the team didn't lose a match.  I do hope that good turnout will continue on Saturday mornings to support his efforts.
Again it must be said this sort of organisation is only as good as the-support it received, so thank you to all the Parents, Scouters, Venture Scouts, Scouts and Proficiency Badge Examiners,  who have given their time in helping us at various activities and at camp; without them we could not function.  A report is not complete without a special public thank you to the dedication of Ann Milton and Jenny Smitherman, without whom the pack could not be run.
In closing, we would all like to congratulate Skip, our recently retired Group Scout Loader, and Monica Cunningham, Akela of the Wednesday Pack, on their awards.  This surely reflects the strength of the Rusthall Scout Group.
Janet Smith

2nd Cub Pack 

The second pack is now up to full strength of 36 boys ; seven newcomers are to be invested in early November, six are working for their Bronze Arrow, 8 for the Silver and 8 for Gold. All have worked very hard to achieve these Arrows, and during the course of the year the boys have gained 105 Proficiency Badges namely: Swimming, Bookreader, Cyclist, Cooks, Map Reader, First Aid, Home Help, Campers and Communicators.
We have had a very eventful year starting with our Annual Hallowe’en Party when all Cubs and Leaders dressed for the occasion.
November:  saw us at the Beacon for Bonfire Night where we enjoyed soup and twist sticks.
We said goodbye to Paul Kent, Mark Taylor, Simon Hobson and Ian Roberts who went to Scouts.  Our very best wishes to each of these boys, during their time with the troop.  At this same going up ceremony Jacky Bailey (Rikki) was presented with her ‘Iinstructors’ certificate.
December :  We went to see 'Follow a Star' at the Assembly Hall which every Cub and Leader thoroughly enjoyed even though Ann Bavin (Kaa) was picked out because she was not singing.

We make Owl Calendars as Christmas gifts for our Mums.
January:  We trudged through the snow (in our cars) to go and get even wetter at the Swimming Pool.
February: - The Parish Hall had some early spring cleaning when we cleaned windows for practice for our Home Help Badge after which we celebrated Shrove Tuesday with pancakes made and tossed by the Cubs ; as only one ended up on the floor we didn't get a lot of practice in floor cleaning.
We entered the District Swimming Gala, all boys swimming very well and scoring a lot of points.
March: - was when the Britons and Saxons came together on St David’s Day and enjoyed a feast of Leek Soup and Bread.  We then went on to present day and had a Scientist Evening. We had Irish Stew for St. Patrick’s Day and made a book mark for Mothering Sunday.  We entered for the District Cross Country Race at Southborough - every boy ran very well and Andrew Whitlock came first in his age group. 
April - started with Easter Egg Making and finished with a good attendance at St. George’s Day Parade.  In between we had a decorated egg competition which was won by Philip Cane.  We also raised £129.60 during Scout Job Week.
May: -saw lots of outdoor activities, mainly practice for the District Athlete’s Proficiency Badge organised by the District at Rose Hill School.
June: -was spent on outdoor activities enjoying the beautiful summer weather and getting Kaa and Akela bogged down in mud in the Marlpit.
July : we celebrated our 11th Birthday with a parents evening down at the Beacon with a Camp Fire Sing Song when parents showed up the Cubs by singing louder and in tune.
August: - we had a well-earned break and planned and shopped for Camp; but could still not get away from Scouting, even in the Isle of Wight: we met up with the Rusthall Venture Unit.
September: -  we took Rikki for her FIRST Cub Camp, plus 32 cubs.  Our thanks; go to Mandy, Carol, Wendy and Jill for keeping us well fed .and thanks also to David, Peter, Jason with help from Gareth and Adam who kept us warm and watered, and put all the leaders through assault course and 
climbing tree houses.  Without this outside support we would not be able to take the boys to camp.  ‘The Soup Dragon’ sends ;her personal thanks to all Ventures who put up the marquee once again.
We ran our stall at the Scout Autumn Fair by selling jam, pickles, marmalade and chutney made by the Cubs and supplied by parents.
October:-  was yet another busy month starting with bread making for the Harvest Festival Service.
Congratulations to Skip who was presented with the bar to the Silver Acorn and to Rod who received his Wood Badge.
As part of Rikki’s training as an Assistant Cub Scout Leader (note .change from Instructor) we had a Pet Show.  John Baldry a local vet, came to. Judge our various anumals.
We also celebrated Maritime England and sounded the bell for change of watch and were shown how the bosun’s pipe was used.  Grateful thanks to Paul Newitt for his instruction.  We also give Skip a semaphore ‘Bravo’ for receiving his award.  This evening was followed by a visit to St Catherines Docks in London where we scrambled over ships of long ago, then on to the London Dungeons which the-Cubs, after the initial shock enjoyed more than some of the Leaders.  
We finished off the year with a Super Nature Evening when Mr Winter came and demonstrated country crafts. 
Eight boys are to receive their Gold Arrows at the AGM. Our congratulations to Martin Briggs, Garin Kelly, Mark Histed, James Dack, Glyn Churchill, Sean Clifton,: Philip Cane and Steven Gaines.

Scout Troop
The Year of the Scout has proved to be a very active time for the troop with many new activities being introduced into the programme enabling the boys to develop new skills in their training for .adult life.
It's nice to report that Rusthall was always in .the top positions in the district competitions, and reassuring for the Scouters to know that their hard work developing the boys pays off  We started the year by coming second in the annual swimming gala, after fighting off strong competition..  The Grand Prix event which was a question and answer race around the centre of 'Tunbridge Wells, saw Rusthall crossing the finish line in first position.
A new entry into the district calendar was a Sedan Chair race. Here we carried away second place and the award for the best turned out team. The race formed part of a full day’s fun and culminated at Rose Hill School where games requiring skill, strength and -initiative were organised.
Much hard work has been carried out this year tidying up the grounds of the Beacon Hotel letting the boys discover for themselves how difficult it is to fell a tree.  The work will enable the area to be used for many activities, Its first use was as the site for our Spring- Bank Holiday Camp where the weekend was used for training and developing the skills of good camping.
Summer. Camp was held nearer home this year at Crowhurst just outside Hastings.  The programme was packed full of activities based on the well tried Scouting theme.  These included pioneering, hiking, orienteering; swimming, raft building, as well as various competitions.  The boys were also able to try out their culinary skills; how many Mums could produce a Sunday lunch of roast beef, potatoes, runner beans with gravy on an open fire?  The camp competition was won by the .Stag Patrol who demonstrated an exceptionally high standard of camping. 
The main event to celebrate the Year of the Scout was a camp for all the Scout Groups in the district.  This was held in Dunorlan Park. An ideal setting for such a gathering as we were able to demonstrate Scouting to the public.  The weekend included a 5-a-side football competition, a Raft Regatta where we managed to stay afloat – just - a night hike and a session, on craft making.
A new: venture was. carried out ;during Easter when the Scouts hiked from Rusthall to Eastbourne along the recently opened Weald Way.  The 45 miles was completed in 3 days, camping out overnight. This is an exceptionally well planned footpath passing through some very beautiful Sussex countryside and so it was disappointing that so few scouts wanted to take part.
The rest of the year included an Activity Weekend, where rock climbing and rifle shooting were sampled;  a trip to the Streatham Ice Skating Rink;  and the chance to use the Assault Course constructed by the Army at Dr. Barnardo’s School, Southborough. 
This means that the high standard of Scouting in Rusthall will continue and we are very grateful for this firm foundation from which to grow. However, we hope Skip will continue to help as he did when he spent a few days with us during our Summer Camp. 
John Peters too has unfortunately had to leave the troop following a move out of the area, but our best wishes go with him in his new job.
Mike Marks and Chris Woodward 

Venture Scout Unit
VSL DJ Edwards , AVSL  PJ Histed, AVSL DE Taylor

1982, the Year of the Scout is particularly relevant in the Venture Scout Section considering the successes achieved.  At the beginning of the year three Queen's Scout Awards and one Venture Award were presented at the first Church Parade.  At the same time the unit numbers increased by one third from fifteen to twenty.
As a result of this success and the enthusiasm created, our Christmas Party was a great success and this carried over to the Midnight Mass Flare-lit Path activity.
The New Year activities were dominated by our preparations for the Newbury Round Table Raft Race which meant the designing and building of a new raft.  This event held in May was a successful unit activity enhanced by it being the major fund raising event this year.  Another use of our raft this year was at the District Camp at Dunorlan where it was used as the safety boat on the lake.
Our major expedition this year was a week's hike on the Isle of Wight in August.  This week included Venture Award Training.  Virtually a complete circuit of the island was completed in weather which was generally fair.
Several county, district and local events were supported throughout the year 

:

1)  Top Team 1982 - This is an event held primarily for businesses in the towns based on silly sports.  This year we gained first place.

2)  Mammoth Relay Race - A team of superb athletes from the unit successfully carried off first place in the face of competition from the Kent Police, business houses, Tunbridge Wells Runners and others.

3)  Kent Challenge 1982 - Our two teams achieved 30th and 54th positions this year and wev are looking to improve next year.
Events in October/November include the Bonfire Night in Rusthall and the District Swimming Gala.
The Unit decided earlier in the year that they wished to publicise the Unit's identity and to cater for this, the members have now obtained ‘T’ shirts and sweatshirts bearing the unit's logo.
Nonesuch Green 

Yet another busy year started with our 3rd Folk Fest appearance.  Folk Fest 10 was held as usual at the Royal Albert Hall, London, although this time there was two performances, one in the afternoon and one in the evening of the 24 October.  The compere was Rolf Harris, who very kindly gave us instructions on altering the size of our wobble board, tuition on how to play it, and autographed it.  At the end of our act he joined us on stage to sing ‘Tie me kangaroo down’ with us.  Our thanks to everyone who travelled up to see the show in spite of all the difficulties due to demonstrations, broken coach windows etc.
By December our film made by John Charman was finished and we decided to couple it's ‘Premiere’ with a dinner and birthday surprise for "Skip".  Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make the evening so successful and also for keeping the biggest secret of the year!
In March we were asked to entertain the parents and friends of those who had gained their Queens Scout Awards, before the presentation ceremony which was held at the Imperial College London.  After we had entertained we were able to stay to be present at the ceremony.  It was especially nice to be there as Steven Browning, Mark Standen and Kerrin Carver were there to receive their awards.  It was the first official function of our new Chief Scout, Major General Michael Walsh.
We have visited East Grinstead district twice this year, once to lead the singing at their St. George’s Day Parade and also to their district camp, held at Blacklands camp site.  We have visited Sevenoaks Scouts for the first time this year, to close their ‘Scouting 82 Open Day’.
The last event of our year was to make a visit to ‘Camp Yeoman’ held at Knole Park, Sevenoaks.  It as an International camp run by Greater London South Scouts to commemorate 75 years of scouting.  There were scouts present from Italy, Sweden, Finland, Holland, America, Canada and England.  In spite of the heavy rain, which fortunately stopped as we arrived and started again as we left, it was a very successful evening.
We are sorry to lose John Peters from the group now that he now works near Guildford, but we should welcome Stuart Muggridge who has joined us as a singer.
We were very surprised and pleased to see the new HQ public relations publicity poster, which came out this year, as there is a picture of NSG. on stage at Folk Fest 10 on it - Fame at last !
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	Kerrin Carver

?? – ?? November/December 1982

Cub, Scout, Venture Scout and Queen’s Scout
	INSERT PHOTO OF KERRIN CARVER


Scout Movement Milestones - 1982
	
	The Year of The Scout – Celebrating 75 Years of Scouting

	
	

	January
	Speaker's Reception for 75 famous former Scouts and present day Scout representatives at House of Commons to launch The Year of the Scout, marking 75th Anniversary of Brownsea Island Camp.

	
	

	
	

	February
	Sir William Gladstone retires and Major General Michael Walsh becomes Chief Scout.

	
	

	
	

	March
	Scouts Commemorative Stamp (26p) issued as part of special Youth Movement issue.

	
	

	
	

	13 May
	Death of Ralph Reader CBE

	
	

	31 May to 12 June
	250,000 Cub Scouts take part in 'National Cub Scout Tea Making Fortnight’.

	
	

	May
	The Queen unveiled a plaque at Hawkhirst Adventure Camp during visit to inaugurate the Kielder Water Scheme.

	
	

	
	

	
	Lord Maclean attends B-P House 21st Anniversary reception.

	
	

	July
	1,500 Scouts from many countries at Extoree '82, an international camp for handicapped and able-bodied Members, Gilwell Park.

	
	

	
	

	August
	Beavers introduced for 6-8 year old boys.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page

How can we can say “Thank You” enough for a quarter of a century, Skip ?
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