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1983
“A boy is not a sitting-down animal”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell
(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
June 17th -19th Father and Son Camp
17 to 19 June 1983 - at the Beacon
(A Dad’s recollection)
On the evening of Friday, 17 June 1983, a group of Scouts and their fathers arrived at the Beacon Camp Site for their weekend camp.  The means of transport were varied; as was the dress.'
We had been divided into three patrols, allocated sites and given our equipment, so we quickly set up sites. Once all the tents were up, ‘they’ the HQ staff, had a wide game for us which involved someone with a whistle heading off into the woods and everyone else having to find him.  The successful one then had the whistle and off he went.  It was fairly dark by then and several got wet and muddy feet.  The evening ended with hot soup and bread and some welcome sleep.
Next morning we had a full cooked breakfast followed by kit inspection (that caught a few of us out!).  We then went off to the woods for some pioneering and, as you will see from our photographs, we made a monkey bridge, a drawbridge and shear legs(‘A’ frame) bridge, all of which were well tried and tested. Back then to camp for the cooks to prepare lunch, all cooked on open fires, whilst the others made gadgets, etc.  The little task for the afternoon was to propel a bag full of water some 15-20 yards.  We were all given an old inner tyre which, judging by results, did not help in the least; still, the sun was shining and we were all having a good time so we ended up throwing the bags at each other.
We held a camp fire in the evening to which wives and sisters were invited.  Each patrol had to provide a musical instrument, a song and a sketch with which to entertain the visitors and, after the usual round of campfire songs the patrols entertained to the accompaniment of much barracking and encouragement from their captive audience.  Steaming hot cocoa was followed by a general discussion, then lights out for the lads.  The Dads, of course, sat talking around the fire for hours.
Sunday started with a stampede of horses on to the site at a very early hour.  The cooks then set about getting fires going for breakfast, and at flag break our morning tasks were set.  We had to make a birdcage, a remote candle snuffer and a mouse trap; we then had lunch and the marking took place.  Each patrol had to show off their handiwork in turn and I must admit the competition was very keen (no wonder - the winner got a jar of jelly babies.
We broke camp and had flag down at around 4.00 pm and it was announced that the Snails had won the overall patrol competition (another jar of jelly babies).  It was a glorious weekend; the sun shone continuously and the weekend had been full of activity.  Everything was very well organised by our HQ staff consisting of Rod Bavin, Bill Barter, Malcolm Carver and Chris and Di Woodward.
We look forward to a similar event next year .
	15th World Jamboree 

Kananaskis (near Calgary), Alberta, Canada

Andrew Mercer and Stephen Taylor attend the World Scout Jamboree in Canada
Did you attend the Jamboree ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
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Supporters Association Autumn Fayre
Saturday 24 September 1983
Were you there ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
A new District Commissioner

Harry Cook is appointed District Commissioner.. 

Two ADCs stand down

Des Tovey resigns as ADC Leader Training and Rod Bavin resigns as ADC Scouts. 

Scout Movement Milestones - 1983
	April
	Queen Mother reviews over 1,000 Queen's Scouts at Windsor

	
	

	July
	15,000 Scouts from 100 countries including 1,350 from the UK attend 15th World Jamboree near Calgary, Canada.

	
	

	
	

	September
	UK Scout Membership 626,937.

	
	

	
	Beaver Membership 12,300 in addition.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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