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1985
“The Good Turn will educate the boy out of the groove of selfishness”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Our News Gazettes

In his time as Chairman of our Supporters Association and Group Scout Leader, Roger Hyder initiated the News Gazette and produced many editions – we have little doubt that Christine Hyder shared his midnight oil in this mammoth task.

“Thank you”, Chris, for keeping many of these remarkable documents safe – they have been invaluable in our research, and have been scanned as a very important part of our archives.
We believe that at least twenty editions were issued, normally at two-monthly intervals, the first having been in 1984 – the last that we have, number 20, in 1989.
Unfortunately, we are lacking News Gazette numbers 1 to 6 and 19 – we would be very pleased to hear from you if you have copies of these.
Do you have copies of News Gazettes numbers 1 to 6 or number 19 ? If so, Please click HERE .
A new Scout training programme

April 1985

New Scout training programme introduced.
St George’s Day Parade

21 April 1985
Do you know where the Parade was held ? If so, please click HERE .
Troop Activity Weekend

26 & 27 April 1985
Did you attend the Activity Weekend ? If so, please click HERE .
Thorpe Park

28 April 1985

The Troop visit Thorpe Park Fun Centre.

Did you visit Thorpe Park ? If so, please click HERE .
Kent County Camp

1 & 2 June 1985
Did you attend the camp ? If so, please click HERE .
Supporters Association Barn Dance

Huntley’s School

8 June 1985
Do you have any memories of the Barn Dance ? If so, please click HERE .
Father and Son Camp

15 & 16 June 1985

Did you attend the Father & Son Camp ? If so, please click HERE .
Supporters Association Progressive Supper

30 June 1985
Eat three courses in three different houses, meeting different people each time. Finally coffee is served for all at the final venue.
Jumping for Charity

Sponsored parachute jump for the St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group
7 July 1985

From News Gazette No 7, October 1985

One of our ex-Venture Scouts, Mark Standen, recently took part in a sponsored parachute jump – and his efforts raised £163 which he has donated to the Group, so that a Scout may enjoy the benefits he gained from two trips to America. This is a very generous gift - Mark, we thank you very much and assure you the money will be put to good use. Mark kindly has written about the jump - his item follows ……

Something I have always wanted to do is a parachute jump – I don’t quite know why. So when a couple of people I work with said they were interested, I keenly put my name down on the list. The list at that moment had 17 names on it ! A few weeks passed and we received the application forms from the Headcorn Parachute Club. By this time the the names on the list had dropped to three – anyway, we sent our deposits off.

The months went by and before we knew it the weekend was here.

I set off for Headcorn at 6am Saturday morning, so that I arrived in plenty of time for the 8.30am start.

The sun shone brightly and I found myself feeling very excited and looking forward to the training.

The first lecture we had was a general one about the Club itself, its rules and regulations, and the filling out of various forms.

Our first practical lesson was how to form a 'stable spread' position when leaving the aircraft and the all-important count : 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 check canopy! After they were satisfied with our progress we went on to a lecture about the parachute equipment and how to put on and adjust the harness. We looked at a parachute and how it functions, static line opening etc., and how to control it. As well as having a main parachute you have a reserve which has to be operated manually. A lecture goes through all the procedure of when and how to use it.

Directly after this we had a well-earned break before going on to the all-important PLF - parachute landing fall. This is the most important part of the training to get right. For about four hours we jumped off platforms on to gravel, making sure that we could fall and roll correctly, whichever way we would come towards the ground. The main thing to remember is that your knees have to be firmly together, legs bent and elbows in.

Our final lecture warned us of the danger of landing on or in obstacles such as trees, power lines and buildings.

That was the day’s training and I must admit I slept well that night.

Our jump was scheduled for 8.30am the next morning (Sunday). On arrival back at Headcorn we had some final tuition on PLFs on a special tower and harness, which was very much a confidence builder  !

At about 8.35am I was ready to put on my equipment boots, parachute and harness, helmet etc.  After a complete check of my equipment I sat down on the 'outgoing' bench with 6 other first time jumpers. We were lift No. 2 and I was No. 7 - last one out of the aircraft !

With the aircraft ready to go, we walked out and boarded in the jumping order. As soon as we were all in our static lines were fastened to a jump line. Before we knew it the plane began to taxi to the runway and off we went. 

Shortly after take-off the jumpmaster attracts our attention to outside, this was to show us what 200ft looks like - which is when we are supposed to get in the PLF position for landing. Minutes later a windrift indicator is thrown out of the aircraft to assess the wind speed and direction. The jumpmaster then indicates it is 2000ft with her altermeter. 

Number 1 jumper is in the door – “Go”, Number 2 - and so on until it's my turn. The plane throttles off to 70mph I move nervously in to the doorway exit position, strong slipstream pulling my legs away. Tap on the shoulder – “Go !”  Everything in slow motion, lungs full of cold air, big arch, start to count, one thousand, two thousand. Then the parachute opens with a jerk - at last, instinctively look up, parachute open - perfect orange and white canopy above! Empty sky all around, patchwork quilt below. Absolute silence, beautiful view, what a wonderful feeling.

It only takes about two minutes to come down. A wonderful experience, I'd recommend it to anyone. The training is excellent and very professional indeed.

District Camp

13 & 14 July 1985
Did you attend the District Camp ? If so, please click HERE .
Summer Camp
Beer, Devon

3 to 13 August
From News Gazette No 7, October 1985
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	After the weather experienced in Scotland last summer, I thought it can only improve this year, but how wrong can one be ?

Arriving at the camp site around three hours late, due to a very eventful journey, it was a very welcome sight to find the marquee already erected by the advance party, I'm still wondering how they managed it.

Saturday night turned out to be a very wet and windy one, followed by Sunday which proved to be even worse - tents and dining shelters were being blown down faster than we could put them up. The evening saw a sunny and still spell which enabled the boys to move tents, etc to the top of the field and into the shelter of the hedge.

Various trips were made to some very interesting places, the highlight for me being our visit to the Beer Quarry Caves. We were told by our guide that it would take anyone walking from 10am to 6pm, four days to see them all.

One sunny afternoon we spent Mackerel fishing - the competition was fierce, but my group caught the most fish. Another afternoon saw us all down on Beer beach for a swim. Brrr ! I must have been mad - correction we all must have been mad.

In camp activities included the passing of the Athletes Badge for some boys, Darren Mercer throwing the cricket ball an unbelievable distance. Various games were played and any spare moment for the HQ staff seemed to be occupied by the sound of leather on willow on a bit of a tricky wicket.

The food and the cooking of same, was of a very high standard, indeed throughout the ten days - and the lunch served up by all patrols on one particular day was superb. It just went to show what could be bought and prepared for the £1 per head the boys were allowed.

To me the ten days were full of laughs, fun and comradeship. It was great for me to have been part of the camp.

Many thanks to all the lads for putting up with me. To all the HQ staff for the great times had, and special thanks to Garry, Malcolm and Johnathon for allowing me to share their sleeping accommodation with them, despite the fact that it was nearly blown away on more than one occasion !

I love Beer.

Don Page


Our Autumn Fair

From “Chairman’s Chatter” – News Gazette, No 7, October 1985

With all the lads busy camping (they have, I believe had five opportunities to go this year), we have had a quiet couple of months  during the Summer, leading up to our Autumn Fair – which is our main fund-raising event of the year. We were very lucky with the weather this year and the afternoon was glorious.

As usual, we set up on the Friday evening, when we had plenty of help.

Saturday was also well-supported as far as helpers were concerned. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone concerned, particularly those parents who came along for the first time to help. Through everyone’s hard work and despite the competition in the High Street, our final total is around £680, which is a magnificent sum and means this year we have, with your help and support, raised almost £2,000.

The Autumn Fair clashed again with Kent Challenge, which our District were responsible for organising this year, so the majority of our Leaders and Committee Members had to rush off, having tidied up the Halls – so to those who did stay and help  unload down at HQ, I thank you.    

There are always some things which make you smile at our events and we have one real comedian amongst us who, when collecting the entrance money at the gate of the URC Hall, asked one lady if she had got her passport  !! He also tried to charge one couple to get out.

Kent Challenge - Ashdown Forest

From News Gazette No 7, October 1985

This year’s event was 'hosted' by our own District so as a group we were very involved in the actual running of the event on the 'day. It does all take place over-night and this year’s venue for Kent Challenge was on Ashdown Forest in Sussex !! 

We provided the drivers of the mini buses used to ferry teams around the Forest to their starting points and all night long they drove round and round picking up teams and dropping in on our base camp for the odd evening meal or bacon and sausage sandwich. 

We as a group were responsible for manning three check points which were poles apart, so we set up our base camp in the car park opposite the Radio aerials. It was all a bit of a rush having to clear up at the Autumn Fair, then getting over to the Forest, then set up our tents at the check points and base camp - and be ready to start at 7 o’clock. We just made it, but the idea of having our evening meal before the start soon went out of the window.

Don Page and his assistant cook did not start cooking until 7 and, having turned John Mercer and Ray Stevens away at 7.30, they finally sat down to some beautifully cooked mince, mash and mixed vegetables just before 9.00pm. They were not very keen on the rice pudding Don's assistant managed to burn (cooking it in the tin is not a good idea, Mr B). 

The second shift came in for food just after 9.00 and the last lot were eating about ll-ish. Don's assistant had at least three helpings and they always seemed to be washing up. 

As reported earlier, we had three check points to man. One was at the bottom of a steep hill and I gather was hard to find - so they managed to play a few hands of crib whilst waiting for teams to report. The next was a road crossing so they had to be wide awake all the time, as it is amazing the amount of traffic using that road all night long. The third one was just miles from anywhere and the guys on the point were very concerned about letting their two ladies walk across the forest on their own - but I think they let them anyway (at least whilst it was dark). 

Some of us managed to get a couple of hours sleep and after a hearty breakfast of bacon, sausage and egg the Challenge finished at 10.30am. We packed up did some billy bashing and returned to HQ by mid-day. 

It was a fine night for a change, although misty, which made it very eerie. One team did a super circle from our check point 9, round the Radio Station (completely wrong), back to our check point to drop out - bad luck lads try again next year. 

There are of course countless stories to tell after a night like that, but, of the two injuries we heard about, the lass who fell over and broke her ankle whilst going for a cup of coffee with a well-known first aider must be the most amusing (in a funny sadistic way) - because she was telling us earlier that she had not long been off crutches from a broken knee and then she turns up at our base camp back on them.

We forgive the Catering Manager for not buying any lard - and how about the two who sat at Tunbridge Wells Central Station for an hour, waiting to pick up a team who had dropped out !! 

Wonder where we will be next year.

Thanks to all who helped.
Did you compete in this year’s Kent Challenge ? If so, please click HERE .
From the News Gazette No 7 – October 1985

Editorial

Following on from our item in the last issue of the Gazette the response from people for the Beaver Colony has been very good and we are pleased to be able to report that the first batch (not sure that is the right word for a collection of Beavers) have started meeting and there is quite a waiting list. The Colony will be enlarged just after Christmas and there will be a steady flow of lads as they have started at a mixture of ages so some may only be with the Colony for a few months before they have reached Cub age. Hopefully we will have an article by one of the Leaders in the next issue.

We have been asking for new faces and some help recently and how nice it was to see so many new people willing to come along and help at the Autumn Fair.

Chairman’s Chatter

I am now taking bookings for the TWAODS next presentation which is Christopher Columbus and we intend to go to the evening performance on Friday 29 November. By going as a group we do get a 50p reduction so if you are interested please contact Roger Hyder.

Events since the last issue have been a Coffee Morning which raised around £100 for Group funds and was a most pleasant morning with a good number of “regulars” !!

The main forthcoming event is our AGM on 15 November 1985 in the Parish Hall, which is your opportunity to find out to what good use the money we have raised has been put to – and to pass on any comments you may have  on what we, as a Group,  are or are not doing – so do come along.  This year, Nonesuch Green will be entertaining us after the business has been dealt with.

Rusthall’s first Beaver Colony

October 1985

The first Beaver Colony is opened in Rusthall.
Do you recall the early years of our Beaver Colony ? If so, please click HERE .
A Medal of Merit

The Medal of Merit is awarded to Chris Woodward
Two Thanks Badges

Thanks Badges are awarded to Shirley Barter and Roger Hyder.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

of the St. Paul's Rusthall Scout Group
held on Friday 15 November 1985 at the Parish Hall, Rusthall

The Meeting was opened with prayer. Mr. 'Skip' Boxall was in the chair.
Apologies were received from:-  District President Brigadier Sherman, Vice-President Robert Smith, Vice-President W. Hinton and Mrs. Hinton, D.C. H. Cook and Divisional Commissioner for Guides Mrs. J. Cook.  A.D.C. Cubs Jean Russell, Mrs A. Bavin, Mr. and Mrs. J. Mercer, Mrs. P. McLean, Mr. and Mrs. R. Snook, Mrs. J. Smith, Mrs. H. Stevens, Mrs. M. Tanner, Mrs. M. Woodward.
The Chairman welcomed a well attended meeting particularly mentioning:- Our President Miss E.F. Brankston, Vice-president Mr. F. Ongley, District Guide Commissioner J. Fichtmuller, our friend and sponsoring authority Canon N. Mantle.
Canon Mantle spoke of the pleasure he has in seeing his grandchildren enjoying life as a Cub and Brownie.  He was conscious of the time spent by all the leaders in the service of the young of the Parish.   He paid particular attention to four elder statesmen who were retiring from the council at this meeting. Noel 'Skip' Boxall, Eric Adcock, Fred Ongley and Tom Smith. Together they had given a century of service to scouting in our Parish, their skill and dedication would always be remembered; they were like the 4 pillars of scouting in Rusthall.
The Minutes of the 1984 A.G.M. were accepted and signed (Proposer Richard Burger, Seconder Diane Woodward).
The Accounts were accepted, subject to audit.  (Proposer Cass Fichtmuller, Seconder.Derek Edwards)

The Treasurer thanked the Supporters for again raising a magnificent amount during the year. He explained the covenant scheme of paying subscriptions and commended it to the meeting.
The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his careful stewardship of the accounts and explained that our Emergency Building Fund, so generously begun with a donation from our President Miss E.F. Brankston was named using her initials.
Chairman's Report
'Skip' began by saying that, having torn up his written report, he would speak from his heart.   He felt that the time had come for some younger members of the group to take their turn on the Group Council and it was for this reason that he would be standing down.   He emphasised that the door to No. 37 Manor Road was always open to anyone for advice or a chat.
The wealth of friendship in Scouting in Rusthall shone through all the .reports in the booklet.   It was just what B.P. wanted that the organisation had continued for so long showed that it must be worthwhile.

He thanked the Group Council for their hard work and support and the uniformed leaders for all they do for the boys, their achievements would not be possible without the dedication of the leaders.
He thanked the Supporters Association for their hard work in raising such funds every year - he particularly thanked their chairman, Roger Hyder, who would be standing down at this meeting and his wife Chris, now a Beaver leader.  He also thanked the Group Secretary Shirley Barter for her hard work, she too, will be standing down (after 9 years service).
Skip said what pleasure it gave him, as a school governor, to meet those who were in the Scout and Guide movement in the village schools.
He paid tribute to Miss Ethel Brankston and her deep involvement and support for the group.
As he shook hands with Rod (G.S.L) Bavin he wished every happiness and God's blessing on the Group.
Rod invited the meeting to acknowledge the installation of Noel 'Skip' Boxall as a vice-president of the St. Paul's (Rusthall) Scout Group.
The G,S.L. invited Roger Hyder to be the next Chairman of the Group. Roger Hyder took the chair.
Election of Group Council
Chairman
Roger Hyder
G.S.L.

Rod-Bavin
Secretary
Ann Weddell
Treasurer
Bill Barter
	Derek Edwards
	Malcolm Carver
	Ray Stevens
	Maddy Snook


(Proposer Tom Smith, Seconder Richard Burger)
GSL's Report
Rod began with a tale of a tent :- blown about at Spring Bank Holiday filled with nostalgic fathers, next by cubs; off to see the Chief Scout, soaked again at Chiddingstone;  off to Devon to be blown and soaked again then to cub camp at Crowhurst where, at last he dried out and basked in the sun.  Yes, all sections had many opportunities to camp this year.
What is most important to the individual boy ? - not the GSL not the ADC or DC  not even the Chief Scout, but his own Leader - that is the person who is most important to the boy, and we in Rusthall are well-served by our Leaders.
Subscriptions  have had to be raised, we are sorry to take your money, but glad your son has £15.00 worth of Scouting, not once, but over and over again.
Scouting is fun, as those who helped with Scout Challenge can testify, please ask if you want to join in the enjoyment.
Rod thanked The treasurer 'Bill' who even got money back from the taxman.
He paid tribute to Nonesuch Green, our folk group who continued to give much pleasure to the community.
Without doubt when the history of Scouting comes to be written the success of St. Paul's Scout Group will have been due in no uncertain measure to the wise advice of the 4 who are retiring to night.   Most particularly to our ex G.S.L and Chairman Noel 'Skip' Boxall.
Now the Beaver Colonies are established and thriving we can say that from the oldest to the youngest all aspects of scouting in our group are healthy and successful.

Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the St. Paul's Rusthall Scout Supporters Association
held on Friday 15 November 1985 at the Parish Hall, Rusthall

The Minutes of the 1984 A.G.M. were approved and signed.  (Proposer Cass Fichtmuller,. Seconder Fred Ongley)
The audited accounts were accepted.(Proposer Cass Fichtmuller, Seconder Don Page)
A sponsored event was not held this year and the slight dip in the amount raised reflected this.  Supporters Association committee meetings are always well attended and full of ideas.
Roger thanked the Supporters Treasurer, Eric Adcock, for all his hard work during Roger's 5 years as chairman.   
Taking part in an activity weekend makes you realise how hard the uniformed leaders work - all for the benefit of the scouts. It had been possible for our Group to offer some 25 people to help the organisation of Kent Challenge, whereas some groups could only manage 1 or 2.   That shows the -strength of support available.
It is impossible to measure how much the 4 who are retiring have given to Scouting in Rusthall. In thanking Noel, Fred, Tom and Eric he also thanked those retiring from the Supporters Committee.
Members of Committee
Honorary Members - Roy and Margaret Ward, Len Evans
	Richard Burger
	John Brown
	Jill Dack
	Don Page

	Derek Edwards
	Pam Carver
	Glen Noble
	Alan Springate


Re-elected en bloc.   (Proposer Tom Smith, Sec onder Cass Fichtmuller)
Pam Page  (Proposer Garry Saunders, Seconder Tom Smith)
Shirley Wellstead. (Proposer Chris Woodward, Seconder Diane Peters)
Presentation of Awards
Before presenting the Freedom Cup, Mr. Fred Ongley explained how he came to value his freedom so much when he returned to Rusthall, to marry, and to bring up his two sons having been in Changi gaol and Shanghi during the war.
	Gold Arrow
	1st Pack
	2nd Pack

	
	Mark Moore
	Stuart Crane
	Ben Parker
	Chris Aitchinson

	
	Daniel Bungay
	Lee Chatfield
	Chris Mullaley
	Gary Harrison

	
	Nicky Fichtmuller
	John Springate
	
	


Queen’s Scout Badge - George Potter, Ian Milton
Queen’s Scout Certificate - G & S Taylor
Kerrin Carver QS Awards 
-  Tuesday Shield
Lee Chat field
-  Wednesday Cup
Christopher Aitchinson
                                     
Garry Harrison

Scout's Cup Envelope - Jason Howard
Venture Scout's Cup
Freedom Trophy nominations - Ben Parker, Chris Mullaley, Gregory Cooper, Nicky Fichtmuller
Awarded to  Ben Parker.
Derek Edwards was presented with a tankard by 'Bill' Histed on behalf of the Venture Unit»

1985 AGM Section Reports
15 November 1985

St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group Supporters Association

I can once again-say it has been a most rewarding year both financially and from my-own point of view, for the support and-friendship given so willingly by my committee.
 Generally speaking all our events have been well supported throughout the year but it would be nice to see one or two new faces.
Our events this year have consisted of Coffee Mornings which as well as being good fund raisers are now an established part of the village life.  Our very popular Race Night again turned out to be a most enjoyable evening.  We had a Barn Dance at Huntleys’ School with a live band and although we were a bit down on numbers we all had fun and the band reckoned we have some of the funniest dancers around.
Other events were a Pot Luck Supper, another progressive supper, a treasure hunt on a very nice sunny afternoon, a games evening which was very good fun and of course our Autumn Fair which was extremely well supported.
It seems this year is ‘all change’ time and a number of my committee are standing down, so to Pauline, Christine, Noel, Fred, Tom and Eric on behalf of us all, thank you for all your hard work and effort.  Eric of course has been our Treasurer for the past few years and a fine job he has made of it, he has been part of our committee for the last 18 years and we ask if he is retiring to the 19th hole?   Christine has taken on one of our Beaver Colonies with Pauline as a helper.  Noel, Fred and Tom between them have given us about 75 years service and have given me much help and guidance for which I am grateful and we all hope they will continue to give us their support.
To those members of the Committee who are standing for re-election I would like to thank you for all you have done for the Group in the last 12 months.   At the time of writing I am not sure what I will be doing next year but after 5 years as Chairman I will be standing down but will be continuing my support of the Group in another direction.
Our first fund raising event of the year was a Race Night and I am pleased to be able to report a healthy profit of some £159 has already been put into Group funds.  Our next event is the Christmas. Coffee morning on Saturday 7th December.
Roger Hyder, Chairman.
1st Cub Pack

Once again we can report a very successful Scouting year.  We have a Pack of enthusiastic, fun loving boys, eager to learn and enjoy themselves. Their enthusiasm and hard work has paid dividends as they have achieved 10 Gold Arrows: Jason Tapp, Dean Bennett, Gary Blake and Glyn Delves who already have theirs and Nicky Fichtmuller, John Springate, Leigh Chatfield, Marc Moor, Stuart Crane and Daniel Bungay who will be presented with theirs at the AGM.  Congratulations to you all. We now have four boys working for their Bronze, 10 for their Silver and 3 for their Gold Arrows.  Apart from Arrow Badges we have a record Proficiency Badge achievement this year.
Our average number of boys in the Pack has been 26 and between them they have achieved 105 Proficiency Badges.  Many thanks to all the badge instructors and examiners who have helped us during the year.  Our Pack meetings have included a Parents Tramps evening, Halloween, Christmas handicrafts and Carols, a Baden-Powell evening, Pancakes, a French evening, various Saints nights, a visit to Tunbridge Wells Library, an evening on Wellington Rocks, Camp-fire cook-ins and of course many Badge activities and games.
The boys took part in Job week and raised an excellent amount to help towards Camp and Outings.
Youth Services this year have been very well attended and the boys have helped with enthusiasm at Supporters events.
We have had several outings, the first to the Brighton Ice Show in January with the 2nd Pack which we all enjoyed.  We have been to Beltring Hop Farm and Badsell Park Farm using public transport and planned by the boys working for their Gold Arrows.  Both trips were enjoyable and informative.  We went to the Royal Tournament which was a super outing (both for boys and Leaders).  We went with the District and only one boy out of over 100 got lost.  Yes, it was one of ours.
We took part in many other District events including Swimming Gala, Cross Country, Athlete Badge Day (in bitterly cold weather), St. George’s Day Parade and to Knole Park to meet the Chief Scout.
We had another enjoyable District Camp with the Scouts, very beneficial for the Cubs and an excellent "rest" for Cub Scout Leaders.
Summer Camp this year was at Crowhurst.  The site was excellent, surrounded by woods providing shelter from the wind, fuel for the fires and fun for the boys.  We had a day in Hastings and the visit to St. Clement’s Caves was enjoyed by all.  Once again we have Rita Davenport to thank for her excellent cooking.  Chris and Di Woodward called in to see us on the Saturday and became so .involved with our activities they didn't get away until after Camp Fire in the evening.
Thanks also to Rod for his cheerful, willing help and support -both at Camp and during the year.  Camp would not have been possible without the help of Bill and the Venture Scouts, Sarah and Adam Bavin and John, who helped us put up and strike camp.  Cas Fichtmuller who helped with transport at very short notice, Mr. Springate who helped transport the boys, and our Scout helper James Brown..

We were delighted when Andy Mercer (who had been helping us with badge training) decided to be an Assistant Leader with us.  He received his warrant in June and is a valuable addition to our team.
We would like to thank Mr and Mrs, Bagley for the handsome trophy they- have donated to our Pack.
We wish every success to the Beaver Colony and look forward to welcoming the, boys into Cubs in the future.
Ann Milton
2nd Cub Pack 

Wednesday Pack have had a very happy and busy year having achieved 188 Proficiency Badges, namely Entertainer, Campers, Communitors. Swimming, Home Help, Cooks, Scientist, Athletes, Collectors, Artist, First Aid and Musicians.   Grateful thanks to all our Badge examiners especially Jenny baker, Malcolm Carver, Skip Boxall and Mrs. Hayward who on many occasions have given up so much of their time.

The Pack is sadly now down to 28 boys which is eight short of our full numbers.  So come on Beavers we are waiting for you. Out of these 28 boys, six are working for their Gold Arrows, twelve for their Silver, five for their Bronze and five are awaiting investiture.   Well done boys.
Over the year we have said goodbye to Carl Wratten, Graham Langley, Gary Lloyd, Jason Noble, John Greenfield, Stacey Clifton, Matthew Funnell, Matthew Sloan, Richard Southern and Graham Edwards.,   We wish them every success in their future Scouting.
We started the 1984/85 year with our annual Hallowe’en Party which was a great success. This was followed by rehearsals for our Christmas Nativity Play which was played to a full house.   After Christmas we joined the Tuesday Pack to see the Ice Pantomime at Brighton.
We had slides on.birds and made bird cakes as part of our Conservation Badge.  We had a Pet Show and Mr. Swift the Vet, judged three classes, one for the boy with the most knowledge, one for the best kept pet and one for the pet that the Vet would most like to take home.

We decorated Eggs for Easter, made raffia serviette rings for Mothers Day Gifts.  We went Pond Dipping, Rock Climbing, followed-Tracking Signs and Compass Bearings, we built bivouacs, had Camp Fire cook-outs and planted trees in addition to our normal Pack Nights. We entered into various District Events, the Swimming Gala, the Cross Country Race and Athletes Day.  We also went to Knole Park to meet the Chief Scout and the older boys went to District Camp at Dunorlan Park.
We had an outing to Gillingham Ice Skating Rink, when boys and Leaders tried their feet at skating with the Leaders taking a poor second in achievement stakes, much to the amusement of the boys.   This was followed by swimming at Larkfield Leisure Centre which gave the Leaders time to recover from the morning ordeal.
We went to London to meet the Police Horses and were each given a lucky horseshoe, and the pack was presented with a horseshoe from the horse ridden by the Queen at the Trooping of the Colour.   Our thanks to Inspector Roberts of the Metropolitan Mounted Police who gave us such a super time; from there we went by Underground to visit the London Dungeons with the boys hoping to frighten the Leaders.
We finished the year with Parents Evening in the form of a Camp Fire at the Beacon, followed by Cub Camp at Chiddingstone Hoath which was a very enjoyable camp despite the rain and the trench foot.   Our grateful thanks go to Shirley Wellstead and Catherine Smithers who kept us well fed and watered, to Mr. Churchill, Ron Vanns, Graham Funnell; Mike Smithers and Mr Parker who used cars and lorries to transport our equipment to and from the camp site.  Thanks to the Venture Scouts who once again erected the marquee.
This leaves me to express my own personal thanks to Jason Howard and Darren Mercer who help support us each week. To Gareth Churchill who was his usual indispensable self at Camp and on the other occasions when University doesn't have priority on his time. To Christine Delves who is now our pack Secretary and faithfully types up all our parents letters etc.
To the Members of both Group Council and the Supporters who are always ready to help when required.
To Pearl Vanns (Chil) who administers her First Aid on us all at Camp and helps in so many other ways too countless to describe. 
And very many thanks to Monica Moody (Hathi), Christine Funnel (Rikki) Carol Histed (Raksha) my very able assistants whose support arid loyalty is so invaluable, without them there would be no Pack.
Monica Cunnigham

Scout Troops

A new Scout Training Scheme began on 1st April, based more on age ranges, and places much more emphasis on the role of the Patrol system - a policy that Rusthall Scouts have always followed. 
Activities  

Athlete Proficiency Badges - thirteen in total.

Bank Holiday camp in May.  This year we returned to Crowhurst and our programme included pioneering, hiking, constructing and assault course and the camp fire.
Chief Scout Award gained by Jason Howard 
District events included a five-a-side football competition and the weekend camp held at Dunorlan Park during July.
Father and Son camp a well-established event and once again held at Stonewaall Park. 
Incident hikes were organised by Patrol and Assistant Patrol Leaders as part of their Chief Scout Award training. 
County Camp at Knole Park where four of the Scouts from our troops met the Chief Scout.
Eight of our older Scouts took part in a parascending course run by the Kent Parascending Training Team at West Mailing airfield.  
Scouts were able to experience Rifle Shooting at an event held at Tonbridge School rifle range.
Summer Camp was in Devon.   A total of 39 Scouts, Leaders and adult helpers attended the event at Beer.  Despite the weather, we enjoyed a full programme of activities which included visits to Beer Caves, the Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton and a ride on Seaton Tramway.   Scouting activities included badge training, night and daytime hikes, expedition cooking using dehydrated food and backwoods cooking without utensils.
Venture Unit

The Unit has: seen many changes during the year. We were sorry to lose Derek as our Leader and David and Richard his Assistants in May, but were pleased to learn Derek is still involved with the Group as a member of Group Council.
Our year has been fairly busy with  night hikes, gardening, working in the Cemetery, Newbury Raft Race, Top Team, manning the water stop in Tunbridge Wells half marathon, putting up and taking down the marquee etc.
Visitors to our meetings have included Norman our Vicar, who always manages to promote a lively discussion, and a very interesting lady from the Family Planning Association (on separate occasions).
Social events have included the Christmas Party and Barbecues.  We also entered two teams for Challenge this year,
We have been short in members during the year and so we were pleased to welcome a new 'batch' of Scouts up to the Unit recently.
Bill Histed
Nonesuch Green

The past year has once again been very enjoyable, although not quite as hectic as in earlier years, with the Group playing at many local functions.
We began the year entertaining at Wood Street, on behalf of Old Peoples Welfare in October.  During November we were at Goudhurst Church Harvest Supper, which once again proved to be very enjoyable and successful with superb refreshments.  We were joined on this occasion by David Ward who accompanied us on his accordion.
Later in the month we sang at Hawkhurst Guide Supporters Association where one or two of our younger members found some new friends.
In December we attended Bells' Yew Green and Fordcombe WI parties and in February we had our own party which was very successful.
We had a break then until June when we played at Middlefield and finished the year singing for the Oddfellows’ party at Hildenborough.
We were very sorry to lose Chris and Di from the Group and would like to thank them for all the hard work they have done for so many years.
I would like to thank all the group for their support and enthusiasm in all our performances and a very special thanks to Mark Ashby and John and Diane Peters for their help with transport as well as their musical talents.
Richard Boxall
Annual General Meeting
15 November 1985 - Parish Hall

From News Gazette, No 8, December 1985

The AGM was a most enjoyable evening with time to look around at the displays put on by the Cub and Scout Leaders with photographs of camps and activities undertaken throughout the year over a cup of coffee prior to the business starting. 

Quite a few of the Supporters Committee stood down this year for a number of reasons and in their places we welcome Pam Page and Shirley Welstead. Derek Edwards was co-opted onto the Committee last year and we are pleased he is staying. Glen Noble has taken over as Secretary and Richard Burger as Treasurer. 

Group Council has also seen quite a few changes with Fred, Tom and Eric also giving up. They have between them given the group many many years of loyal support. Noel has been made Vice-President of the Group along with Fred.

Shirley Barter has after some nine years given up as Group Secretary and I am sure she was both as surprised and honoured as I was to be presented with the 'Thanks' Badge.

Various other awards were presented to the Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts two of whom, Ian Milton and George Potter were presented with their Queens Scout awards, the highest achievement, well done all of you.

The evening came to a musical end with None Such Green singing some of their most popular songs ably assisted at one stage by our Group Scout Leader.

Our Race Night

From News Gazette, No 8, December 1985

We have also had a Race Night since the last issue and again it was a most popular event. Everyone enjoyed themselves although from the performance of some of the horses (or was it the jockeys) they did not know what horse racing was all about. Our thanks go to Chris and Di Woodward for organising the event and to the ladies for the excellent supper.

Christmas Coffee Morning
From News Gazette, No 8, December 1985

Our most recent fund raising event was our Christmas Coffee Morning which was most enjoyable - and thanks to a fleeting visit by Father Christmas. A very festive time, we made a profit of some £158 for our efforts. We were busy all morning and it really is nice to have the opportunity of a chat over a cup of coffee.

From Pam Page, Supporters’ Chairman (News Gazette, No 9, February 1986) - I wish to say thank you to all those who made cakes and things to sell, or helped, at our Christmas Coffee Morning which raised nearly £160. Thank you to everyone who joined us and supported what was a lovely festive atmosphere.

New Year’s Eve Party
31 December 1985 - Parish Hall

From News Gazette, No 9, February 1986

There was lots of fun and laughter on 31 December when Leaders, Supporters and their families saw the New Year in together, many of them dressed as characters from pantomime. We raised £90 that evening and the Committee and I now look forward to a successful year with your help !
From the News Gazette No 8 - December 1985

Editorial

We are taking this opportunity of asking for your help. Margaret Ward has for many years now run her Novelty Stall at all our functions and has raised an awful lot of money for the group. She has in the main made all the things she sells herself with odds and ends she has either been given or she has bought. She would love some help so we are appealing to all you Cub/Scout Mums or Grandma's to put your many talents to some good use and make tea cosies, coat hangers, knitted odds and ends. We are sure you know the sort of thing or, failing that, when you are turning out, can we have your odd balls of wool, off-cuts of material etc. Please give Margaret a ring and she will be happy to tell you what sort of thing is needed. At our last coffee morning a Cub Mum not only bought along a lovely cake for our cake stall - she also had a big box of things she had made for the Novelty Stall which went down very well. Please give it some thought we will be most grateful for your help.

One other plea for help is for JOB WEEK which is the week after Easter. If you have any large job that you want doing (like tree felling) and you think the Scouts can help please talk to one of the Scouters and we can see about helping you.

Chairman’s Chatter

It seems such a lot has happened since the last issue of this magazine and this is the last item I shall be writing as Chairman of the Supporters. 

Having been Chairman for the last five years I thought it time to stand aside for a time and let someone else with fresh ideas take over. I originally intended just to take a back seat for a while, but, as you may know, if you were at the AGM, I have now been invited to be Group Chairman. 

Before going on to report on the AGM I would like just to express my thanks to all my Committee, the uniformed leaders and you the parents / supporters who have helped make the last five years not only financially rewarding, but most enjoyable. Some very firm friendships have been made during that time and I am sure I will still be fairly involved in the various events organised for your enjoyment. 

Pam Page has been elected Chairman of the Supporters and I wish her well and I feel sure you will all continue with your support.

The only thing certain about our New Year’s Eve dance is that the date is always the same !! We can offer you a variety of music, some old, some new - all of it we hope popular. The price of the ticket, £2, includes a glass of wine and a buffet supper* - and we intend to have a few 'fun party games. Fancy dress is optional and the theme is Pantomine. Tickets are available from Pam Page or Roger Hyder. Do come along and join us.

* Bring your own drinks and glasses.

Beavers Bark

After a hectic but happy first term of Beavers we will be stopping for the Christmas break after our party on Monday, 16 December - when our Beavers will join with "Monday Colony" for food, fun and friendship, adding another essential "f" to our motto.

It has been a time of getting to know each other, boys and leaders, and we have a lovely bunch of mixed ages and personalities.

During these past meetings we have learnt all about beavers, made masks and decorations for our Hallowe'en Party, had sparklers for Guy Fawkes Night, talked about safety on the roads and in the home as well as having plenty of fun and games.

We have many more boys on the waiting list than we can incorporate at the moment even with the second colony now in action, but do not be discouraged from putting your son's name down. Application forms are available from Ruth Burger.

Competition

At present the two Colonies are referred to as Monday or Friday Beavers. Our GSL suggests that we have a competition to choose appropriate titles for them. Any boy within the Group (Beavers to Venture Scouts) should submit the chosen names to their Leader. Prizes will be awarded for the two adopted.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1985
	January
	Venture Scout Relay Team carries Friendship torch from Baden-Powell House to Southampton en route to kindle a Friendship Flame during Mafeking (now Mafikeng)

Centenary Celebrations.

	
	

	
	

	February
	Premiere of 'Scouts !' film.

	
	

	March
	Princess Anne addresses WAGGGS & WOSM reps.

	
	

	April
	The Queen reviews 1,000 Queen's Scouts at Windsor.

	
	

	
	New Scout Training Programme launched.

	
	

	July / August
	200 Venture Scouts in Clean Water projects in Sri Lanka.

	
	

	September
	UK Membership - 586,601. Beavers - 40,281.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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