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“Loyalty is a feature in a boy’s character that inspires boundless hope”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Supporters Association Coffee Morning

United Reformed Church Hall

8 February 1986

From News Gazette, No 9
February 1986

Editorial

One of the points raised at this year’s AGM was the question of the Deed of Covenant we ask you to sign and, as this is a very valuable source of extra income for the Group, we would like to take this opportunity of explaining how it works. If you are a tax payer, and let’s face it most of us are, you will have paid income tax on the money you pay for your son’s yearly subscription. By you signing the Deed of Covenant, we as a Group can claim back from the Inland Revenue that tax. It is that easy, it does not involve you in anything more than just completing the simple form. The rest is up to us and, as we have already pointed out, it is extra income to the group and it does enable us to hold down the yearly subscription. So please complete the forms which are available from the Scouters.

As we are all trying to firstly keep you informed on what we are doing and secondly get you more involved, or at least get you to come along and join us, we list below our supporters committee who can always give you details about our events.

	Chairman
	-
	Pam Page
	
	Vice-Chairman
	-
	Derek Edwards

	Treasurer
	-
	Richard Burger
	
	Secretary
	-
	Glen Noble


	Shirley Welstead
	
	Don Page

	Pam Carver
	
	Peter Botley

	Gill Dack
	
	Alan Springate

	John Brown
	
	Margaret Ward

	
	Roy Ward
	


All Leaders are also invited to Supporters Committee meetings.

Chairman’s Chatter

Over the last 14 years my husband Don and I have made so many friends through the Scout Supporters Association and the Group. During this year I am hoping to encourage other parents to play a more active part at the Supporters’ fund raising events. Please give me a ring to discuss how you can help the Committee and the Group.

Unfortunately we have had to cancel the February Coffee Morning but we hope that you will come along and enjoy our Pot Luck Supper and Beetle Drive on 1 March tickets available from Roger Hyder or myself - price £2.50 adults and £1.50 children. Bring own plate, bowl, knife, fork, spoon and drink.

Other events in March will be the Jumble Sale on 15 March and Easter Coffee Morning on 29 March - when we would love to see you all come with your families for a friendly chat and a cuppa !

Pam Page

NB: Have you any odd balls of wool which could be knitted up into things to sell on our craft stall ? Mrs Ward would be very grateful to receive them. We would also welcome any plants, seedlings and the usual cakes to sell at our Easter Coffee morning.

Letter from our Group Scout Leader

Dear Parents

Group Fun Day - 4 May 1986

Every section of our Group, including the Supporters, has a full and varied programme of events throughout the year, but at no time do we all get together - so we have decided to have a Group Fun Day on 4 May with the sole intention of meeting together to enjoy ourselves.

The programme has not yet been decided, but during the day there will be activities for ALL members of the family, followed by Church Parade and rounding off the day with a camp fire.

Please ring the date on your family calendar and join us in a day of fun. 

Yours in Scouting 

Rod Bavin, GSL

Beavers Bark

We started off the New Year by making 'Bird Cakes' for the boys to hang in their gardens. We all had a good stir of the fat, nuts, seeds, cake crumbs, etc  and I was assured that the end result was a good resemblance to schook dinner! We kept the theme of the winter weather for our next meeting, making a Garometer and windmills. Teeth and their care brought endless tales of wobblies, fillings, gaps and Dad's false teeth! Valentine cards were made for Mums or girlfriends with one particular Beaver having great difficulty in choosing which of his many sweethearts to send one to.

We try to match games, stories and poems to the theme for the meeting and most weeks the boys have- something to take home that they have worked on.

We hope to increase our numbers after Easter, so don't despair if you are still waiting.

On 1 April Beavers will become an official section of the Scout Movement and to mark the occasion we shall be joining with Pembury Beavers for a party on 3 May.

We were pleased to welcome a new Beaver Assistant this term, Davina Whiting to be known as Birch by the Beavers.

STOP PRESS !

We are pleased to announce that Chris Woodward has been awarded the Medal of Merit.

This award is given for outstanding service to the Scout Movement over a period of at least 10 years.

The citation reads 'for Dedication and Enthusiasm as a Scout Leader over the years which has reflected in the working of his Troop. Invaluable assistance given to the ADC for Scouts in running training courses in the District. His willingness to use time and talents to further Scouting in the District'.

It also mentions Chris as being selected as a leader at the Jamboree in Canada 1983.

The award will be presented at the forthcoming St George’s Day Parade. We all give Chris many congratulations - Well Done.

Pot Luck Supper & Beetle Drive
Parish Hall
1 March 1986

From News Gazette, No 10 -  April 1986

Our Pot Luck Supper on 1 March was one of the best yet - a packed Hall of 80 or so sat down to a most appetising, varied and fattening meal. The food was that good we have asked the people who cooked to give us their recipes and we will try to produce our own booklet later in the year (perhaps those who haven't already written them out would do so in the next few days - thanks). The supper was followed by a Beetle Drive which Chris & Garry kindly organised for us. Alan Dock was presented with a pair of ear defenders after he complained of the noise last year. The competition was just as fierce as last time with Chris Woodward winning the prize for the highest (scoring) man, Mrs Epps winning the ladies prize and Ben Dutton the highest youngster. The wooden spoon this time went to Stephanie Botley. The evening was a great success and raised £70 or so for Group funds.
Supporters’ Committee meeting

1 March 1986

Church Parade

St Paul’s Church

11am – 9 March 1986
Jumble Sale
Parish Hall
15 March 1986

From News Gazette, No 10, April 1986

Following on from the Pot Luck Supper was our Jumble Sale – again, this year the week beforehand was well supported and collecting went well. Friday evening saw the usual army of sorters sifting through mountains of jumble, but the task was finished by 9.30pm. It is quite a sight seeing people walking around in a variety of hats, scarves or lampshades. The day went well and, even after making a profit of £314, leaving quite a few bags full of clothes for the Ethopia and Polish appeals, we still had two vans and a pick-up truck full of bits and pieces to take to the tip. Our thanks to all those who helped make this our most successful jumble sale to date.

Group Council Meeting

24 March 1986
Easter Coffee Morning
United Reformed Church Hall

29 March 1986

From News Gazette, No 10, April 1986

Our Easter Coffee Morning was this year on Easter Saturday, there was a very festive atmosphere, we had an endless stream of customers for coffee etc - and the total raised was £153.

Beavers become Beaver Scouts

1 April 1986

Beavers become Beaver Scouts with their own training scheme within the Scout Association
Social Evening

Parish Hall
19 April 1986

From News Gazette, No 10 - April 1986

Our latest fund raiser was the Social Evening on 19 April which was a games evening  - snooker, pool, table tennis as well as the usual card games, puzzles, a quiz (which was double Dutch to some) - as well as board games were enjoyed by young and old alike and it was a good family fun evening.

St George’s Day Parade

27 April 1986
Also From News Gazette, No 10
April 1986

Editorial

During the next few weeks the members of the Committee will be endeavouring to regain contact with all those loyal supporters who perhaps are not kept fully informed of what is going on in our Group. We have later in this issue printed our Calendar of events as they are known to date, so please make a note of any of the dates that interest you. It is not an easy task going through the membership lists, but with a concerted effort we hope we will get round to seeing everyone who should receive a copy of this Gazette which will bring you up to date with News - and hopefully you will then get copies on a regular (2 monthly) intervals.

We would like to continue by way of a plea for help. As a number of you are aware last “Summer’s”  Camp was very wet and very very windy, which had its effect on our tentage. We had a make do and mend session the other Sunday morning which successfully repaired some of the damaged tents - but it was obvious some were damaged beyond repair and need replacing. We, therefore, need to raise some extra funds so we are going to have a Sponsored Litter Pick-Up of Rusthall Common on Saturday 7 June, between 10 and twelve noon. We have held them in the past and, apart from being very successful financially, they have also cleared the Common, which we all use one way or another, of the rubbish that accumulates. This time though we are asking the parents, not just the boys to take part. Forms will be sent out with the boys shortly but can also be obtained by ringing Pam Page or Roger Hyder.

Just whilst talking about the Common, the Courier has recently carried reports on the sad state of the Toad Rock. I must admit my own recollections of it are of a much clearer view than is there today. Hhowever, we, as a Group, are offering our services to set to and clear any undergrowth or whatever the Common Conservators think necessary - we shall wait and see !!

We are also hoping this summer (if it ever arrives) to decorate the outside of the Headquarters building, so if any of you are willing to join our working party please let one of the Leaders or Roger Hyder know - with enough help it should not take too long.

We gather plans for the Family Fun Day are well under way and our Group Scout Leader has assured us he has organised the weather !! However, he didn't say which variety.

Our thanks to those who responded to our plea in the last issue for some written matter - please keep it coming.

Our loyal friends and supporters for the last 36 years Roy and Margaret Ward have decided that this year will be their last running the White Elephant and Novelty Stalls. We will obviously miss them as there is hardly a fund raising event or a Supporters committee meeting goes by without them being there - over the years between them they must have raised thousands of pounds for the Group by all their hard work. Roy tells us he remembers the first coffee morning as his profit was just £1. They are both honorary members of the Supporters Association and we are sure we shall still see them at our fund raising events when they are not off caravanning somewhere. They will continue with their good work until after the Autumn Fair (thankfully), but from then on we shall need someone to take over from them so consider this by way of an advertisement !!

	Wanted

Keen hard working person or persons to organise and run White Elephant and Novelty Stalls at various Fund Raising events.

Applications in writing (that’s about the only qualification necessary) to the Editor - when the full and true story about what is involved will be revealed.

Seriously folks, if you are interested, please give us a ring - look forward to hearing from you.


(Tuesday) 1st Cub Pack

On the coldest and wettest Saturday afternoon this year the Cubs took part in the District Cross Country !

The course was set out around Rosehill School, each age group (ie 8 year, 9 year .and 10 year olds) running in turn.

The organisation by the District team was excellent and we did not have to wait long between the races.

All the boys who entered did extremely well considering the weather conditions, and we were very pleased when the results were announced to hear we had gained 5th place overall.

Many, many thanks to the parents whose sons volunteered them to Marshall for us. I expect you will gag them next year !

(Friday) Beavers Bark

Since our last news, we have made Space Shuttles, with Holly telling the boys about her visit to the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida - filled baskets with peppermint creams for Mothering Sunday - had a pets meeting with a visit from a Russian Hamster, a rabbit and an Airedale - and made chocolate nests for Easter.

We “lost” our first Beaver to the Cubs at the end of the Spring Term. Duncan Saunders has joined his brother at Langton Cubs, and we wish him many happy years in Scouting. Duncan presented the Colony with a handsome photo album for us to log a photographic record of our activities.

On 1 April 1986 Beavers became Beaver Scouts, a Training Section within the Scout Association. The boys will now make the Beaver Scout Promise and will receive the World Membership Badge to wear on their sweatshirts. To mark the occasion, both of the Rusthall Beaver Scout Colonies will join with the Pembury Colony on 3 May for a party - an afternoon of fun and friendship including tea.

We are looking forward to four new boys joining us this term – Graham, Robert, Dale and Richard.

When a Beaver was asked if he had his woggle, he replied, 'Oh yes', and promptly wiggled his wobbly tooth !!

Davina Whiting, one of our Beaver helpers, and Garry Hyder, an ex-Venture Scout are getting married on 31 May 1986 at St Pauls Church. We offer them our congratulations and all good wishes for their future happiness.
A joint Beaver celebration

3 May 1986

Our Beavers  join Pembury Beavers for a party – to mark the occasion of Beavers becoming an official section of the Scout Movement on 1 April
Group Day
4 May 1986
From News Gazette, No 11 - August 1986

Our first Group Day held on 4 May (ADD LOCATION) was one of fun, 40 or so turned up being a mixture of Cubs, Scouts and Beavers with their Mums and Dads and their day started with handing in their match boxes into which they had to see how many different items they could cram in, there was a tie for first place with 90, not bad.  Once this was done they were sent on a treasure hunt/Quiz and they could be seen walking the countryside collecting various bits and pieces and then sitting scratching their head and pondering the Quiz.  After lunch we had a rather one sided game of rounders, a family quiz, tug of war, it's a knock out and a game of cricket which on that wicket was a joke!
Our cooked evening meal of bangers and mash was prepared and cooked by our Venture Unit who also put up the tents.  After church parade we returned to the site for our camp fire sing song and hot chocolate, by the time we had finished it was very dark and we all made our way home having had a very pleasant and enjoyable day.  To Rod Bavin and all his helpers we say a big thank you and we look forward to next year’s Group Day.
Do you know where the Group Day was held ? If so, please click HERE.
Church Parade

St Paul’s Church

6.30pm - 4 May 1986
Social Evening

Parish Hall

17 May 1986
Group Council Meeting

19 May 1986
A new Beaver Assistant

Davina Whiting became a new Beaver Assistant - to be known as Birch by the Beavers.
Davina & Garry marry

St Paul’s Church

31 May 1986
Davina Whiting (Beaver Scout Helper) & Garry Hyder (former Venture Scout) marry at St Paul’s.
Litter Team Raises £300

From the Kent & Sussex Courier - 13 June 1986

Scouts, Cubs, leaders and parents from St Paul's, Rusthall, raised over £300 from a sponsored litter pick-up on Rusthall Common.

The rubbish collected on Saturday ranged from a supermarket trolley to a pair of patio chairs, old car seats, pieces of bedstead, down to bottles, cans and ciga​rette packets.

The borough council agreed to dispose of the litter if the collectors dropped it off at the yard in Grange Road.
Father & Son Camp
13 to 15 June 1986
From the News Gazette, No 11 - August 1986

This year’s event started on Friday 13 June and went on till Sunday. Having arrived at the site (ADD LOCATION) and set up each of our patrol tents we were sent out on a walk with incidents, funny how the ladies who organise these 'incidents' are all well known to us, anyway this year we had to tread a route by compass, measure the height of a tree and the width of a river with wool and a stick, make a stretcher and carry an injured person over a course (as usual the injured person was OK until they got on the stretcher) and put a lighted candle out by remote control when it was 12 feet up in a tree, all good fun.  After hot soup and bread it’s off to bed for a good night’s sleep.  Saturday always starts earlier at camp than normal and after a good cooked breakfast we set about our task for-the day, namely making an Indian war canoe which we of course had to try out on the lake.  Although only made out of sticks and polythene one patrol’s effort was really very good (they must have learnt a lesson from everyone else last year).
There is never any spare time at this camp and everyone is always busy making something.  In the afternoon after a really delicious meal we were making hot air balloons, writing songs for our camp fire and organising stunts.  The evening meal again surpassed all expectations, perhaps it’s the wood smoke which adds to the flavour or maybe one is so hungry you would eat anything, we always have a camp fire on Saturday evening to which the wives and daughters are invited to be entertained and I must say our camp fire leader, Malcolm Carver was putting on such a performance the herd of cows in the field decided they would join us. This year’s camp fire was good fun and the ladies seemed rather loathed to go.
Sunday was again a bright sunny day, we really are lucky with the weather at this camp each year!  After breakfast we had to take part in some fun and games of one sort and another, have lunch (backwoods cooking) and make a remote controlled porridge stirrer, a wheelbarrow, and a folding camp bed ready for the judging, some of them were really very good.  The overall weekend was won by the Chris Woodward Patrol (Hooray) with everyone else coming a close 2nd 3rd and 4th.  
I think everyone enjoyed themselves and a big thank you to our HQ Staff of Rod, Bill, Derek and Malcolm. I always seem to learn something of use at each of these camps and this year it was Prusiking.
Do you know where the Father & Son camp was held ? If so, please click HERE.
Supporters Association Coffee Morning

United Reformed Church Hall

21 June 1986
Spring Bank Holiday Camp
Broadstone Warren
June 1986
From the News Gazette, No 11 - August 1986

Garry to Camp Warden :  ‘At last, a Spring Bank Camp without rain!’
Camp Warden to Garry : ‘That's going to muck up everyone’s wet weather programme’.
This short conversation shows what most Scouters have come to expect of the weather at Spring Bank Camp.  Imagine our surprise to find sunshine for most of the five days we spent under canvas.
Friday afternoon saw the Scouts assemble at Groombridge for the hike to Broadstone Warren, complete with rucksacs and personal kit.  The first night at camp is always one of excitement and it seems that no sooner have you dropped off to sleep than it is time to get up again. During Saturday morning, we finished setting up camp and after lunch everyone had a try at archery.  We don't appear to have any budding William Tells in our troops and in some cases the safest place to stand could well have been in front of the targets.
Sunday began with a Scouts Own organised for us by Robert Mankelow - a quiet time to reflect on our good fortune. This was followed by an orienteering competition which involved locating signs at different points round a 4km course using a map and compass  The winners of the competition were James Ponsford and Colin Smithers.  The afternoon was spent at East Grinstead swimming baths where apart from trying to drown the Leaders, eight Scouts completed the practical testing of the 'Swimmers' proficiency badge under the watchful eye of Roger Hyder.
A dam building competition in the two streams that ran beside our site took up all of Monday morning and this was won by the Eagles patrol.  Hi-lights of this competition proved to be the various attempts by the patrols the soak the judge (John Noble).  The next activity consisted of strapping two sets of small wheels to your feet and hurling yourself down a steep and very bumpy slope.  The official name for this is grass skiing although mass suicide would seem more appropriate!  However, nearly everyone had a go and it proved to be an exciting and at times highly entertaining event.
The day ended with a traditional camp fire very well organised by the Assistant Patrol Leaders.
Our last day was mostly spent on breaking camp and ensuring that the site was left in good order.   One Patrol Leader even claimed to have polished the grass before final inspection.
Our thanks go to the 28 Scouts who made this camp so successful and to Roger Hyder and Di Woodward for their assistance.
District Camp

11 to 13 July 1986
Did you attend the District Camp ? If so, please click HERE.
Supporters Association Coffee Morning

July 1986

Church Parade

St Paul’s Church

6.30pm - 13 July 1986
Group Council Meeting

14 July 1986
Pathfinders close

1st RTW (Pathfinders) Troop closed due to lack of boys and amalgamated with St. Barnabas (18th RTW) although this was not formalised until July 1987 when the new Grosvenor Group (11th RTW) was established.  
Various changes were to occur and in 2010 the new St Barnabas Cubs and Scouts opened again as 1st RTW.

The Ventures take to the water

The River Thames

Summer 1986
The Venture Scouts Boating ‘holiday’ on the River Thames.
Did you take to the Thames ? Do you have any memories or photos to share ?

 If so, please click HERE.
Summer Camp
Keynsham

2 to 12 August 1986

From the News Gazette, No 11 - August 1986 (Report by Don Page)

	This was my third camp in as many years and this year it was to be held at the site owned by the Keynsham Scout Group (for those old enough to remember a certain radio programme, Keynsham spelt KEYNSHAM).

While the boys and other helpers made the journey in style either by British Rail or private car, Garry and myself journeyed to the camp site in a very loaded down transit and once on the motor way it was more like being at sea as we were blown about by the very strong winds which had caused the Seven Bridge to be closed to high sided vehicles that same morning, just as well we were not going that way.
	HE SAYS WE’LL MAKE CAMP HERE

[image: image1.png]






The weather this year was a big improvement on last year’s although it still managed to rain on both Sundays.  It was very nice to have drinking water on tap instead of having to walk some distance for it, also close by was the permanent toilet block and it became quite a familiar sight to see people disappearing over the hill clutching a toilet roll.
A very good programme had been put together by the Scout Leaders which included, a Day Trip to Bristol to go over Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s ‘SS Great Britain’ launched from the very dock it now stands in.  After our packed lunch we paid a visit to Bristol Zoo.  Truly a Zoological Garden in the very sense of the words.  We found the Penguins very funny indeed. Obviously no visit to Bristol would be complete without a drive over the famous suspension bridge, which we duly did.  Another day took us to Longleat;  more animals.  This time it was the monkeys’ turn to amuse us as we drove through their compound.  Something that was different was the house, a real picture inside with all the ceilings of different decoration and the rooms open for all to roam through and view the beautiful furniture etc.
The other day out was to Weston-Super-Mud (sorry Mare) they say there's water there but I've got my doubts.  Whilst in Weston we paid a visit to the local Ten Pin Bowling Alley, something that seemed to appeal to all boys and adults alike, no prizes for guessing who bowled the highest game.
Half day visits were paid to Wookey Hole (Mary still can't see the witch) a very good two hours was spent going round the caves, watching paper being made and spending our Old Pennies in the slot machines in the Arcade.  Some of us really do remember them, don't we? Bath was another half day visit for final shopping etc. and a chance to have coffee and toasted tea cakes in the famous Sally Lunn Tea Shop.  Saturday morning we all went swimming at the Keynsham Sports Centre, the boys also did their shopping for the patrol cooking competition.  Whilst in Keynsham, Malcolm decided we no longer required the roof rack on the transit and promptly removed it in a multi-storey car park.

The second Sunday in camp and it was a gentle stroll to the Church in the village of Chelwood,  the service was very nice and the sermon geared to the young people of the-congregation which was more than doubled by our attendance.  The behaviour of all our lads was excellent, not only at Church but on all our trips out, as it was at camp.
The food was very good and all meals I had in camp were served piping hot, a tribute 1 think to all the boys particularly the younger ones for some their first long camp.
Whilst in camp various activities were organised all who took their Athlete's badge passed. They enjoyed an evening incident competition and also some pioneering work.  On our second Saturday in camp a company of Guides arrived to share the site with us and as the journey to the toilet block involved passing their camp visits seemed to become more and more frequent.
The Guides played our boys at Basket Ball (or was it murder ball) no that was against our own Leaders.  The Guides also played the boys at Football and it became too much of a temptation for the ref Twinkle Toes, Garry Saunders who couldn't resist joining in playing' for the Girls of course.
Monday evening saw us all gathered round the camp fire, including the Guides and their Leaders.  It turned out to be a super evening with both Scouts and Guides joining in songs and stunts and boys and girls learnt new songs from each other.  Full marks to our PL's who built the fire and ran the evening.
The day we left camp was a very hectic and hard day.  To strike camp, transport all lads to Bristol Station, load transit on return to camp and drive home arriving at 10.30pm.  On the motorway homeward bound we lost the tread on the inside, nearside rear wheel, had to call the breakdown service out, I've waited for phone calls in some strange places but sitting on the crash barrier on a motorway takes the biscuit, everyone should try it sometime, I personally recommend it.
Following a nice lay in on Wednesday morning and time to reflect on the past ten days, I felt it had been a very good camp indeed, some old faces, some new ones and a great crowd of Leaders and Helpers.
Chris Hyder and Mary Saunders stayed a few miles away in accommodation on a farm, and very kindly had all adults in pairs to evening meal and wait for it, the luxury of a red hot shower.  I know Malcolm and myself had a great evening and I'm sure I speak for all concerned when I say thanks very much Chris and Mary and thank you for the flowers.
Thank you to all on camp for the fun, food and friendship, the laughs and for the great games of Crib in our off duty .evening hours.  Thanks to Roger and Malcolm for sharing the tent with me and I'm really sorry about waking you both with the rattle of my pill bottles, honest. Finally, thanks to Chris and Garry for the invitation to go to camp again, you'll never learn. Roll on next year.

Friday Beavers
From the News Gazette, No 11 - August 1986
We look forward to our second year in Beavers with a 'full house'.  We are now up to the maximum number of boys that we are permitted to have in the colony and hope that the boys still on the waiting list will be patient - your turn will come soon.
We were blessed with several sunny Fridays last term when we all enjoyed a variety of games on the 'bumps', always finishing, by popular demand, with rounders.
The afternoons we had to spend in the hall, we were busy growing seeds, making potato cut pictures and learning all about St. George.  In May we were visited by Barbara Garner with her guitar.  After we had made several musical instruments and PLENTY of noise, Barbara taught us all some songs and had us singing in rounds.   'The Foot-Man', Richard Boxall, also came along to a meeting with his patient (Tim) who appeared to have perfect feet!  Nevertheless, he suffered various treatments for us including the fitting of a replacement toe. This sparked off stories from the boys of 'terrible accidents' that had happened in their own families 

!

Our first year ended with a tea party, games and the renewal of our Beaver Scout Promise. Simon Skinner having reached the grand old age of eight has now moved on to Cubs. Good luck and Happy Scouting Simon.
Group Council Meeting

15 September 1986
Kent Challenge
27 to 28 September

From News Gazette, No 12 - December 1986

This year’s event was held in the Ashford/Canterbury area and our site was again tucked out of the way down a very narrow country lane.  Most of the Rusthall  (staff) contingent arrived between 3 and 4 o'clock Saturday afternoon and base camp was very soon set up and our evening meal under way.  Our incident this year was a first aid one and it involved the treatment/care of a walker in the Scottish Highlands who had fallen and had a suspected broken leg, he had with him various bits of equipment which could be used in his "rescue". Generally speaking the standard of first aid was pretty good, although you could hear the ear piercing screams of some of the patients across the other side of the field when they got it wrong.  As usual there was a great crowd of helpers from the Tunbridge Wells District under the leadership this year, for the first time, of Steve Browning an ex. Rusthall Scout.
For the record, the Venture Scout Unit entered one team in Kent Challenge – and were placed 53rd out of 90
Our Autumn Fair
Parish & United Reformed Church Halls

4 October 1986
From News Gazette, No 12 - December 1986

This event really started some time before this as everyone was getting their stalls organised, carrier bags sent out etc.  Richard and Ruth Burger had a coffee morning at their house for the bottle stall and a most enjoyable sunny morning it turned out to be.
We set up the stalls on the Friday evening in the Parish Hall everyone busying themselves decorating them for the competition which was judged on the Saturday morning - the winner being Shirley Wellsted on the bottle stall.
Saturday turned out to be a bright sunny day and this put everyone in a very good festive mood, it was our most successful event ever and we raised over £850.  There are always many stories to tell after these events, the two that spring to mind are firstly watching and listening to the guys selling raffle tickets who I swear did not let anyone pass without buying 50p worth!!  Well done lads you sold 1920 tickets.  The other tale involves the guessing what time the watch stopped which was a new 'thing' for us this year, we asked Colin Ellis if he would look after this for us, after a busy morning he went home for lunch, as we were due to start again at 2.00pm and he was nowhere to be seen we began to think he had run off with the watches and the money, we need not have worried as he was "visiting" the local hostelries selling more 'time’.  Well done Colin you raised over £70.  Our thanks go to everyone who helped out in all manner of ways to make this an excellent day with lots of fun as well as hard work.
Our Venture Scouts take part

The Venture Scouts participate in a series of events organised by Tunbridge Wells Youth Authority.

Clive Lockhart and Paul Kent are placed 1st and 3rd respectively in the Table Tennis competition.
Church Parade

St Paul’s Church

6.30pm - 5 October 1986
Our Race Night
19 October 1986
From News Gazette, No 12 - December 1986

Once again this was a well supported event making a very good profit for group funds.  Everyone had a most enjoyable time and it is great to watch the excitement on people’s faces over the roll of a dice.  
Our thanks go to the ladies for the excellent food, Chris, Bill, Richard, Derek and Don for running the evening and to everyone who came along making it a most pleasant evening.
Group Council meeting

3 November 1986
Church Parade

St Paul’s Church

10.55am - 9 November 1986
Annual General Meeting

Parish Hall
14 November 1986
From News Gazette, No 12 - December 1986

The Parish Hall was again crowded and we managed to run through the business part of the evening by 9 o'clock, leaving everyone time to look at the excellent displays put on by the various sections of the group whilst joining us in some light refreshments.  There were numerous awards to be presented to the Cubs and Scouts as well as cups and shields. Cubs Gold Arrows presented to Mark and Daniel Hall and to Carl Towner.

We also made a presentation to Margaret and Roy Ward for all their hard work at fund raising events over many years, hope you can now enjoy your caravan more Margaret and Roy  !!
Since the last issue 41 of us went as a group to see Oklahoma performed by TWAODS at the Assembly Hall and I think we are all agreed it was very well performed and certainly was a most enjoyable and popular evening.  We shall be arranging a group booking for their next production which is sometime in April - as they say watch this space  !!
Our Christmas coffee morning was a very well supported and festive event, as well as our visit from Father Christmas, which not only went down well with the children but I saw some grownups sitting on his knee!!  We had mince pies with the coffee, sweets made by the Scouts, cakes, books an excellent raffle as well as the usual Novelty and White Elephant Stalls (under new management).  It all added up to a very happy and successful morning and we take this opportunity of thanking everyone who helped, we made around £170.
1986 AGM Section Reports
14 November 1986

Beavers – Monday

This Autumn has come around fast and means that our Monday Beaver Colony has been going for almost one year.
Helping me through the first year has been 'Larch’ (Helen Hayward), 'Cedar' (Lynn Marchant) and 'Ash' (Mandy Collins).  Although Lynn and Mandy (now appearing at Safeways Bakery Counter) have retired, we are helped every week by different Mums.
We started the Colony with 16 boys, most of these have moved up into Cubs, leaving only 5 "originals" but the fun carries on with the new boys.  We now have 20 'eager' beavers on Mondays.
During the first year we have been out and about in Rusthall. Once pond-dipping and another time having a Treasure Hunt across the Common.  We have tried out hands (clean of course) at cooking sweets for Mother's Day, and a BBQ just before the summer holidays.  Our biggest event was a party with Rusthall Friday and Pembury Beaver Colonies to celebrate joining the Scout Movement.  Pam Latchford gave everybody their "World Badges".
Our weekly meetings include singing and stories, drawing, painting, glueing and cutting out.  Not forgetting the games, games, games. 
Beavers – Friday

Beaver Scouts certainly have lots of fun and plenty of friendship.  We have a lovely mixture of personalities and as the boys attend various schools, they have the opportunity to make new friends.

As the youngest and newest members of the Scout Movement, we are not expected to do any formal training, but there are certain activities that Beaver Scouts are encouraged to participate in.  We provide the opportunity for them to be creative, to try new skills, explore their own capabilities, learn to share and be part of a team as well as having plenty of fun.
Over the past year we have made cakes and sweets, bird cakes, mobiles, a working model of a windmill, built a space shuttle, grown seeds, made table decorations for Christmas, learnt about safety in the home and on the road, how to look after our teeth and feet and all about our five senses.
Two contrasting meetings involved a very noisy musical afternoon making music and singing, and our pets afternoon with lots of oohs, ahs and cuddles from quiet, gentle Beavers.  In between this we find time for stories, games, plenty of chat and our prayers.  We were also blessed with several warm, sunny days when we headed for the ‘Bumps’ to play tennis, cricket and football, always ending with a game of rounders.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Group Scout Leader for all his support during the last 12 months, and special thanks to my loyal and hard working assistants - Davina, Pauline and Ruth who have helped make Beavers so enjoyable.  We have also had: the .noble assistance from members of the Scout Group who deserve a mention:  Paul Burger, Darren White, Jason Woodward, James Southern, and Alistair and Spencer Maclean who are still with us.
Chris Hyder (Maple)

1st Cub Scouts
The Pack has had another busy and exciting year.  1986 is the 70th Anniversary of Cub Scouts and our theme for the year has been Rainbow.
 Pack Meetings have generally been spent following the Rainbow theme which incorporates many Arrow and Proficiency Badge activities.
The Cubs and Thursday Brownies entertained us at an Entertainments Evening in November and, in December, repeated 'their performance and sang Carols at the Homeopathic Hospital to the delight of both patients and staff.  We have had all the usual activities through the year:  Halloween, Christmas hand-craft, Pancakes, Saints Days, Mothers Day Cards etc.
Proficiency Badges have included Artist, First Aid,- Home Help, Cooks, Map Readers, Entertainers, Campers, Collectors and Explorers, 92 in all.
Arrow Badges have been gained with enthusiasm and we have had 9 boys gain. GoldArrows (the highest award in Cubs).  Congratulations: to.- Richard Warner, Tom Sinclair and Sam Cooper who have already received theirs and to: Toby Sutton, Gregory Coppard, David Watson, Alistair Austen, Toby Ellis and Steven Muir who will receive theirs at the AGM. 
Outings started in December with a visit to McDonalds for a guided tour followed by Burgers and Chips.  In January we .joined with Wednesday Cubs, for a visit to the pantomime at Southborough.  In June we again joined with Wednesday Cubs-to go to Cub Hub at Kingsdown.  In August we went (from Camp) to Doomsday 900 at Battle and the boys had a super time with the Saxons and Normans.  In September we spent a sunny afternoon hiking to Penshurst.
Summer Camp was held at Crowhurst.  We spent many happy hours tracking, building 'bivvies', camp fire cooking, hiking, mastering the assault course and playing games etc.
Many thanks to Teresa Warner who cooked so well for us, to Rod and Les for their cheerful, willing help, to the Scouts Grant Ellis, Richard Warner and Leigh Chatfield and to all who helped set up and strike camp: Bill, Graham and the Ventures, John Milton, Jill Leach, Adam and Sarah Bavin, Chris and Di Woodward and to the Parents who helped transport equipment back to H.Q. 
District Events have included Camp at Dunorlan.  The activities organised for the Cubs by the District team led by Jean Russell were the best ever.  Thank you Jean and the team on behalf of all the boys and Leaders.
We competed in the District Swimming Gala and the Cross Country and we dressed up as Romans for the Tunbridge Wells Carnival.  We also attended St. Georges Day Parade. 
The Carver Shield was presented at the last AGM to Leigh Chatfield, the Bagley Trophy was won by White Six and the Muffett Cup has been presented twice this year, first to Daniel Bungay and them to Gregory Coppard. 
Our numbers during the year have been up and down, in Leaders as well as boys.  I had a 'rest' from Cubs for a few months and the Pack was in the very capable hands of Jenny Smitherman (Baloo), Ann Bavin (Kaa), Sue Histed (Chil) and Andy Mercer.  Andy, due to career commitments is now unable to continue.  Sue is having a few weeks off to have a baby.   Les Warner had such a super time helping at Camp he has decided to join us as a Leader.
We have had 12 boys go up to Scouts, and we have had our first Beavers up from the Beaver Colony.  
Ann Milton
2nd Cub Scouts
Although Wednesday Cubs have sadly reduced in numbers from 28 boys last year to only 18.   We have still had a very enjoyable and busy year, having achieved 154 Proficiency Badges, namely Explorers, Campers, Conservation, Communicators, Handyman, Map Readers, Athletes, Swimmers, Cooks, Gardeners, Collectors, Artist, Musicians, Hobbies and First Aid.   Our appreciation goes to all Badge Instructors and Examiners who each year give their time to help the boys achieve these Badges.
We have four boys working for their Bronze Arrows, four working for their Silver, six working for their Gold Arrow.  Gary Harrison has already achieved his Gold Arrow and Tom Parker, Nicholas Price and James Thomson will be presented with theirs at the AGM.
Over the year we have said Goodbye to Ben Parker, Colin Smithers, Christopher Aitchinson, Christopher Mallaloy and Richard Wilson who have passed on to Scouts, we wish them all the best in their future Scouting,   We have also sadly lost Adam Donkin who emigrated to Australia, Graham Aitchinson who moved to Wadhurst, Simon Cox who has gone to Skinners School and will join the School Troop.  Michael Farmer who feels at this time he. does not wish to go up to Scouts and David Welch who is away in Sri Lanka for 6 - 8months.   
During 1985/86 we went on various outings,  London Zoo., the Christmas Pantomime with Tuesday Pack, Larkfield Swimming Pool,  Gillingham Ice Skating, Cub Hub at Deal and a train trip to Eastbourne.  We entered into various District Events, the Swimming Gala, Tunbridge Wells Carnival, District Camp and The Cross Country.
We had many visitors who came to Pack Night.  Mr. Winter who showed us rope craft, Jenny and Hugh Baker who guide us through our Conservation Badge, Mr. Stenning who gave us a very interesting talk on Haleys Comet,  Bernie Noble who helped us make bread for Harvest Festival,  Helen Hayward who takes us through our swimming paces. 
For our Handcraft evenings we have made paper mache masks,  Christmas Cards and Laurel Wreaths, plaster paper weights, .Easter Eggs and mug trees.
For the Map Readers Badge we made earth contours, learnt to read a compass and followed a compass course.
For the Handymans Badge we made bird nesting boxes and sledges, so we are all hoping for some snow this year.
For our Outdoor activities we had Camp fire cookouts, followed tracking signs, went pond dipping and built bivouacs.
As well as these super activities we made kites, had knotting evenings, made pancakes, had handball and tug of war competitions as well as played many games.
We joined Group at the various Youth Services, went to St. George's Day Parade, worked hard during Job Week, had a Christmas Nativity Service and a Parents Evening.  We finished off the year by a week at Sherlocks Farm in Groombridge for our Cub Camp which was enjoyed by us all, despite the weather, which was mainly dry, but very very windy with tents nearly blowing away during a visit from "Hurricane Charlie".  However, between hanging on to tents we were able to keep to our programme which included making a Tree House, a Bivouac and Camp Souvenirs. We had a super obstacle course which proved very muddy for some boys, big ones and little ones alike,  we went swimming, hiked along the disused railway line, achieved the Athletes Badge and Campers Badge and finished up with a super Camp Fire with the Groombridge Cubs and Leaders.  Grateful thanks to Shirley Wellstead, Jackie Epps who under the eagle eye of Carol Histed (Ruksha) kept us well fed and watered.
At last years n.G.M. we we're very pleased when Ben Parker was presented with the Fred Ongley Freedom Cup  .Christopher .Aitchinson and Gary Harrison, shared the Kerrin Carver Memorial Cup, and Ben Parker, Chris Mullaley. Chris Aitchinson and Gary Harrison were presented with their Gold Arrows. 
Thanks to Glyn Churchill, Steven Gains and Paul Hurcombe who kept the Home Fires Burning
Thank you to Pearl Vanns (Chil) who is our super First Aid Officer and administers plasters and mops up tears.  Grateful thanks to Gareth Churchill (Baloo) who as usual kept us all in control.
Thanks to Clive Histed who .helped with the Rounders, Football, Athletes Badge as well as dig pits.
Thanks to Graham Wellstead who made our lovely new altar fire. Grateful thanks to all Dads and Friends who helped us load up and unload our equipment and erect the marquee, special thanks to John Perryman who kindly used their lorries for transport.  Thanks to Darren Mercer and Jason Howard who assist us during the year.
Last but by no means least my own very special thanks to Monica Moody (Hathi), Christine Funnel (Rikki), Carol Histed (Raksha), Gareth Churchill (Baloo) and Pearl Vanns (Chil) who assist me in so many ways during the year,  for all their support, loyalty and friendship, which is invaluable and without this we would not be the happy and fun filled pack that we are.
Monica Cunningham
Scout Troop
This year has been another successful one with many favourite activities repeated and some new ones tried.  Our camps this year have been blessed with good weather.  Our Spring Bank Holiday camp at Broadstonc Warren proved to be the opportunity for the Troop to try Archery and Grass-Skiing, as the more traditional camping activities.  Our Father-and-Son camp gives both the boys and their leaders the chancc to let their hair down and have, great fun working with Fathers as a team.  Our District camp, whilst not being attended by a great number, is a very relaxed camp.
This year's Summer camp was very successful, being held in Chelwood near Keynsham in Avon, We took the opportunity whilst in this area of visiting the local places of interest.  We went to Bristol where we saw the SS Great Britain (a beautiful steamship which is being restored) and the Bristol Zoo.  We visited Wookey Hole, Longleat House and Weston-Super-Mare.  Our Patrol Leaders completed the Hike Expedition part of their Chief Scout's Challenge, which I am pleased to announce they have now finished; I hope the presentation will be made at the Annual General Meeting.
We were a little disappointed to note that fewer scouts than usual attended the camp this year; was this due to the location, the date or duration? Any 'feedback' would be appreciated.
Four of our Patrol Leaders attended a District Patrol Loader Training Course at Easter held at Downe National Camp site.  Although it snowed, they were indoors at night so they had it fairly soft.

The annual shield for the best patrol goes to the Eagles this year.
Venture Unit
The past year has seen many changes and we now have a completely new group of Venture Scouts.
At the end of 1985 we said goodbye to Andy Rowland, Steven and Graham Taylor, Ian Milton, Gareth Churchill and George Potter as they had all reached the ripe old age of 20.
Our programme for the year has included the Christmas Party, Bowling, Raft Racing, Hikes, 5 - side Football, helping at a Guides Fun Day, attending Church Parades etc.
We spent a week in August hiking around the Isle of Wight, a very worthwhile experience and test of stamina for all who came. Our grateful thanks to Christ Woodward and Gary Saunders who transported us to and from the ferry.
We entered two teams in Challenge this year which was held at Canterbury.  One team came 6th (from last) and the other 61st out of 98 teams entered.
The new lads have gained experience in putting up and taking down the marquee for various functions and Camps.  They're almost as good as the old team now.
Many thanks to Wally Livingstone who has now joined us as -AVSL and to Graham Taylor who is always willing to help when needed.
Bill Histed

St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group Supporters Association
With so many changes taking place last Autumn we knew things were going to take more time and effort to ensure the continued success we have grown used to over the years, happily everyone set too and we are pleased to report a very
healthy profit of some £2326.00 being put into group funds.
Some of our "standard" events like the Jumble Sale, Autumn Fair and some of our Coffee Mornings have been more successful than in past years, whereas other Coffee mornings and social events have either not been as successful or in some cases we have had to cancel events, none the less we will continue to organise our events to raise these much needed funds, which incidentally all go to help keep the yearly subscription down.
Our New Years Eve dance this year was particularly well supported with most people joining in with the fancy dress theme of Pantomime.   We had a sponsored litter pick up of the Common which not only raised funds by some £340, but we were also given a patrol tent.
Our Pot Luck Supper and Beetle drive was once again very well supported with about 80 people sitting down to a very delicious supper.
The Jumble Sale in March saw an even bigger mountain of bags full of an assortment of bits and pieces and even after making a profit of some £400 there seemed to be as much left over.   
We actually had our Easter Coffee Morning on Easter Saturday this year and an endless stream of customers helped create a very joyous atmosphere.
Our main fund raiser each year is our Autumn Fair and this year was no exception, and we raised the most money ever this year.   We were very lucky with the weather, our helpers without exception worked hard and there was a very happy and friendly air about the event.   Perhaps the only sad thing is we are now saying goodbye to Roy and Margaret Ward who are giving up running their stalls after many, many years, they have between them raised a vast amount for our Group funds and we take this opportunity of thanking them for all their hard work.

Christmas Coffee Morning

United Reformed Church Hall

13 December 1987
Our New Year’s Eve Dance
From News Gazette, No 13 – February 1987

This year’s New Year’s Eve Dance turned into a fun games evening with about 50 people taking part in pass the parcel, musical chairs, etc.
Those who turned up in fancy dress (about 50%) had made a really good effort on the Nursery Rhyme theme. The winner, judged by the Vicar, Janet and Harry Cook, was Pam Page as “Mary Mary”. After they paraded round the room to be judged, they suggested that those who hadn’t dressed up should also “parade” round the room.
The food as ever was excellent. Thanks, Shirley, for organising – thanks, ladies, for making. The 1960s music was provided by Davis Taylor  and had many of us remembering our younger days. Thanks, Derek, for the fun and games.

It was a well organised and enjoyable evening. What next year ?

Scout Movement Milestones - 1986
	January
	'Rainbow Year', Cub Scouts 70th Anniversary.

	
	

	March
	1,300 Venture Scouts on Viking Venture, Denmark.

	
	

	April
	Beavers become Members of The Association and renamed Beaver Scouts.

	
	

	
	Duke of Kent reviews 1,000 Queen's Scouts at Windsor.

	
	

	May
	Woodland Scout Camp opens at National Garden Festival, Stoke-on-Trent.

	
	

	July
	Duke of Kent reopens 'B-P Story' exhibition to celebrate Baden-Powell House 25th Anniversary.
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