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“The most important object in Boy Scout training is to educate, not instruct”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
James Ponsford 
selected to attend next year’s World Jamboree

James Ponsford is selected as sole District representative for the Australian World Jamboree.

Yet another Queen’s Scout Award

Ian Milton gains the Queen’s Scour Award.
Monday Beavers adopt Rusthall Library

Monday Beavers ‘adopted’ Rusthall Library where they spent several Monday evenings cleaning and tidying the children’s playground.  
From News Gazette No 13
February 1987

Dates for the diary

· Saturday 7 February, 9.30 till 12 noon - Coffee morning in the United Reformed Church Hall.
· Sunday 15 February - Our next Make Do and Mend.  This is when we have all the equipment out and make any repairs necessary before the camping season starts.

· Saturday 7 March - Social Evening in the Parish Hall. 

· Saturday 14 March - Jumble Sale in the Parish Hall.
Outline of the operation of the 2 committees responsible for the running of the Scout Group.
Dealing with the Supporters Association first, this is the main fund raising committee without whose excellent record of raising cash we could not continue operating at the level we do, or the annual subscription would need to be raised enormously !  This Association was, as far as we can tell; started in September 1957 with such people as Fred Ongley, Mrs Boxall, Bridger, Waine, Hyder, Simpson, Bavin, Baitup & Messrs Bass & Garrard who felt the need to put the responsibility of fund raising on a more professional and regular basis; whilst at the same time having regular events to socialise with parents etc.  Since that time as an Association it has gone from strength to strength and forms the solid foundation on which Scouting in Rusthall stands.  The people serving on the committee have nearly always had a lot out of the movement and are only too happy to put back in that and more, of what they get out of it.  This year the committee which is chaired by Derek Edwards is made up as follows :-
Vice Chairman

- Shirley Wellstead 

Treasurer

- Richard Burger

Secretary 

- Glen Noble 

Committee 

- Don Page, Peter Botley, Colin Ellis, John Sinclair, Jill Hobson Pam Carver,   

                                         Gill Dack, and Marian Minihane.
Having raised their funds and hopefully had fun doing it, the monies are paid into the Group Accounts, along with other monies such as subscriptions, donations etc.  The running of our bank accounts is very ably supervised by our Group Treasurer, Bill Barter.  Each of the sections, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts are responsible for their own finances with quarterly accounts being submitted to Bill.  Group Council, of which Bill is of course a member meet every other month and together with the section leaders and the Group Scout Leader deal with the ‘every day’ running of the group finances, up-keep of HQ, insurance etc. as well as receiving reports from the various section leaders.  The make-up of the Group Council is very carefully laid down in the POR (Scout Association book of Rules) to ensure there is an even balance of representatives from both the uniformed section of the group and parents. Group Council is made up as follows :
Group Chairman  - Roger Hyder

Group Treasurer  - Bill Barter

Group Secretary  - Ann Weddell

Committee 
  - Malcolm Carver, GrahamTaylor, David Taylor, Maddy Snook, Derek Edwards, Shirley Welstead and Ray Stevens.
The Group Scout Leader, Rod Bavin and a uniformed Leader from each section are always invited to these meetings so if you have anything you wish to be raised please speak to any of those mentioned above.
Fund Raising
This year being Jamboree year we will need to make just that little more effort in our fund raising to help pay the part of the cost of the trip that we as a group are responsible for.  Already various people have come up with ideas which we hope will not only raise some money but provide you with some fun and enjoyment.  We will of course keep you informed just before the events but some of the suggestions are listed below :
Sponsored Litter Pick-up …… Groan ! But please remember it’s a good fundraiser and we end up with a clean common.
Sponsored Walk …… Groan! Groan ! although you may end up with sore feet walking round Bewl water (15 miles) hopefully you will enjoy it (let’s hope for fine weather)
.

Silent Auction ……  This sounds like fun, the idea is you write your bids for various items on a piece of paper and hope nobody bids more - we will probably have cheese and wine on this evening.
Promise Auction ……  This can involve everyone all we need is for you the people to volunteer to do something like -a pen and ink sketch, clean the car, cook for a dinner party, shopping for a week, do the ironing, build a wall, show someone round the interesting place you work in and so on.  We will then auction these offers to everyone else and hopefully we will make a profit and you get something you really want.  Who will start us off ?
Wanted – Camp Site Warden
As some of you may be aware, the District have a camp site at Adamswell down Broom Lane, Langton. They require a Warden to look after bookings, etc. As it is right on our doorstep, is anyone interested in taking on this post. Ring Rod Bavin if you are interested.
Australia – Here we come !
For one Rusthall Scout, Christmas 1987 can't come quickly enough.
James Ponsford of the Wednesday night Scout troop has been selected from 21 other Scouts in Tunbridge Wells to represent the District at the World Scout Jamboree in Australia from 24 December 1987 to 16 January 1988.
The 100°f temperatures seemed a world away as the first preparation meeting took place in January on a snowy, foggy night in a Scout hut at Gillingham. Two Leaders explained to the 17 Scouts from Kent the equipment they will need and the conditions that can be expected.  Top of the list was sun-tan lotion  ! Closely followed by shorts, short sleeved shirts and swimming trunks. The trunks are a must as many of the activities will naturally involve water - swimming, sailing and surfing to name just a few.
As well as Scouting activies, James will stay with two Austrialian familes on the ‘home hospitality’ part of the camp.  This involves a four day stay at the beginning and end of camp in Brisbane and Perth.
Rusthall is proud that one of its Scouts has been chosen for this trip and wish James hearty congratulations on his achievement - enjoy your once-in-a-lifetime trip, James.  
From News Gazette No 14
April 1987

Saturday 16 May - Sponsored litter pick up of the common (10.30 to 11.30) in aid of Jamboree funds.
Sponsored Stroll
A date has now been set for this event and it has been agreed that we 'stroll' around the 15 miles of Bewl Waters.  All money raised from this event is to be put aside into the Jamboree Fund, which, as you may already know, sees James Ponsford heading for Austrialia on Christmas Eve this year.  The Stroll will commence from the Visitors Centre between 9.00am and 10.00am where each walker will be allocated a number and precise starting time.  Please bring your sponsor form on which your number and starting time will be added.  There will be rest points round the course which will be marked on a map of the walk which we will issue at the start.  The walk takes approximately five hours so a packed lunch is advised but soft drinks will be available at the rest points.  
From the Beavers Report to the 1987 AGM
July - Ten Beavers visited the District Camp, where they were busy all day with competitions and games and proudly brought the District Beaver Scout Trophy home to Rusthnall.  
Well Done to: James Brown, Robert Davis,  Colin Taylor, Richard Hughes, Michael Harley, Ben Bridges, Jamie May, Stuart Richardson, Richard Carter, and Aaron Jeffrey
From the Cub Scout Report (Tuesday Pack) to the 1987 AGM 

January/February : District Entertainment, at the Victoria Hall, Southborough, and a day at H.Q,. for proficiency, badge training.
March/ April : There was a District Cross-Country Race at which we came 2nd.  St. Patrick's Day evening and a parents evening in which many boys gained their Entertainment Badge by dancing a Morris Dance.  Job Week at which we raised . £102.50 towards our camps and outings.  St. Georg’s Day Parade at St. Luke's Church, Tunbridge Wells
June : Most pack nights were .spent outdoors. We had a day out at Windsor Safari Park with Monday, Beavers. Our older boys went, to Link Camp with the Scouts.
July/August :  In the- Tunbridge Wells Carnival we took part dressed as Circus characters or Cowboys and Indians.  District Camp at Dunorlan Park, an outing to the Royal Tournament and our Annual Summer Camp at Wooton Farm, near Lewes.
September :  A month of changes. Anne Milton stepped down as Akela and is taking a short rest but is going to return as 'Hathi’ soon.  Ann Bavin 'Kaa’, after many years in Scouting, has retired, and we wish her all the best for the future.
Thanks to the help .of Don Brown we have just started a Swimming programme on Thursday evenings.
During the past year a total of 134 proficiency badges have been awarded, 9 boys have moved onto Scouts and 14 new boys have joined us (15 of which have been Beavers).  
David Burren was presented with the Muffet. Cup for his effort at Summer Camp. The following boys have been awarded their Gold Arrow badges:. Greg Stacy, Ben Luxford- Daniel Foord, Brett Coleman and Anthony Warner.
From the Cub Scout Report (Wednesday Pack) to the 1987 AGM 

Wednesday Pack has had a very happy and eventful year.  The boys have gained 118 Proficiency Badges, namely Scientist, Conservation, First Aid, Athletes, Collectors, Hobbies, Musicians, Map Readers, Home Help, Book Readers, Campers and Swimmers.
During tne year we have welcomed nine boys from the Beaver Colony into the Pack plus, of course, a few who have not been Beavers.  We also said goodbye to James Thompson, Andrew Ferdinado, Christopher Webb, Gary Harrison, Nicholas Price and Timothy Sloan who have now gone up into the Troop.  We wish them every success in their future scouting.
The Pack has 28 Cubs at present which is very gratifying as we were only 16 at the beginning of the year.  Thanks mainly to Christine and her Beavers we are becoming healthier by the minute.

Of these 28 boys, 17 are working for their Bronze Arrows, 1 for his Silver, 5 for their Gold.  Simon Hayward, Simon Epps and Andrew Ferdinado were presented with this very high award at our Parents Evening by Roger Hyder, our Group Chairman, and Reubin Kyte and Paul Weston will receive their awards at this year's AGM. Congratulations to all these boys.  We were pleased to see Nicholas Price presented with the Fred Ongley Freedom Cup, and Simon Epps and Ben Knight-with the Kerrin Carver Memorial Cup at last year's A.G.M.
During the year we have had several outings.  We went by train to Bromley to see Roy Hudd and Nookie Bear in 'Dick Whittington". An excellent pantomime and enjoyed by all boys and adults alike.
We had a lovely day at Whitbread’s Hop Farm, even though we were invaded by the ducks at lunch-time.
We went to London, had a lovely trip down the Thames to Greenwich and saw the "Cutty Sark" and had a race under the Thames tunnel to the Isle of Dogs.  While on the journey back up the Thames our Cubs were complimented for their excellent behaviour by the leader of a group of French students who remarked that they were a credit to Scouting.  After this eventful journey we made our way back to Covent Garden and the Transport Museum.
We made bread for the Harvest Festival Service, grew bulbs for the Scout Fair had a frightening Halloween Party.  We learnt Scottish Dancing for St. Andrew's Day and feasted on a real Scottish haggis which arrived by post from Scotland.  Our thanks to the Scottish Association who gave up their time to help us have such a super pack night.  
We made Christmas candles for our Mothers, went tobogganing to try out our new sledges, had camp fire cook-outs at the Beacon, made and tossed pancakes, made cane flower baskets for Mother's Day and made and decorated Easter eggs, which seemed to get eaten from the production line.  We earned £186.26 at Scout Job Week.  We did a very interesting project on the Pantiles, built bivouacs and tree houses, learnt to read both a compass and a map, learnt tracking signs and knots; learnt about pond life during a pond-dipping evening and, of course, we played numerous games both in and out of doors.
We entered into various District events, including the Swimming Gala and the Cross-Country Race.  We joined in the Adams Well Day, entered our Royal Crown in the District Royal Day at St. Andrew's Church Hall and joined in the Tunbridge Wells Carnival.
We ended the year with our annual Summer Camp at Groombridge.  Despite intermittent showers we were able to complete all our outdoor activities as planned.  We enjoyed a birthday celebration fur Paul Weston including cake with candles.  We had a super afternoon at "It's a Knockout" followed by a very very wet water fight.  This was followed by a very enjoyable camp fire with the Groombridge Cubs, our hosts.  The evening was rounded up with-supper in the marquee.  
At this point we wish to express our sorrow at having to report Monica Moody's.(Hathi) resignation from our Cub pack.  She has spent many happy years with us and will be sadly missed by both leaders and boys alike.  At her farewell party she was presented with a card signed by every Cub and leader, a silver elephant and a standard rose to remember us all by.  
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Jackie Ipps as an Instructor to our pack and hope she will be able to become an Assistant Cub Scout Leader in the not too distant future.
District Commissioner to stand down

May 1987

Harry Cook announces he is to stand down as DC by October.

He is to be succeeded by Geoff Dennis.
The DST disband

District Service Team finally disbanded and amalgamated with the Fellowship, which now numbers 40.
Did you join the Fellowship ? If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
From News Gazette No 15
June 1987

Handyman needed

	Is there anyone who would be willing or do you know anyone who is willing to become the Scout Group’s Handyman ? We need someone to attend to those little jobs that crop up from time to time at Scout HQ. Please contact Rod Bavin.

We are also looking for someone who has a knowledge of making / repairing fibreglass canoes. We have the materials – we just need some advice. Contact Rod Bavin or Garry Saunders.
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Group Fun Day

This was held this year down at the District Camp Site at Adamswell and, apart from the gnats who made a meal of everyone, we understand all went well, with 50 or so boys and parent s turning up. The organisers tell us they did not really know how many were going to turn up until the gates were opened on the day, so they had to stretch out the mash (Uggh !) and send out for more bangers.
There was a variety of competitions for all to take part in, followed after the bangers and mash by a camp fire.

Tuesday Cubs
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	Congratulations to Carl Towner, Mark and Daniel Hall on gaining your Gold Arrows – very well done, boys.

They were presented with their Gold Arrows on the 19 May by our ADC, Mrs Jean Russell.


We were very pleased to achieve 2nd place in the District Cross Country in March. All the boys taking part ran very well an d David Burren gained 3rd place in the 9-year olds race.
Five of our older Cubs (together with five Wednesday Cubs) visited the Scouts’ Spring Bank Holiday Camp for a Link Camp. The Scout Leaders arranged an exciting programme for them and I’m sure they’re all looking forward to Going Up to Scouts during the next year.
On 6 June we went to Windsor Safari Park with Monday Beavers for our outing. We had a very enjoyable day despite the high winds and occasional showers

We’re now looking forward to our Summer Camp at Lewes in August.

Spring Bank Camp

This year’s camp was held at Perry Wood National Scout Camp Site near Lingfield. The site is small compared to other national sites, at about 8 acres made up of open fields and a small wooded area.
Rusthall Scouts chose to camp in the woods, which gave a certain amount of seclusion from the other campers.

Friday saw the Advance Party arrive at about 10am, in time to help Roger Hyder unload the equipment from the van. The rest of the day was spent in putting up the marquee and getting the HQ area organised. Later in the afternoon, the Scouts arrived and Patrol areas were established for the five-day camp.

The next day started with typical Bank Holiday weather  - cold and wet. Hiking and swimming were the activities for the day. A seven mile walk into East Grinstead followed by a good swim gave us all an appetite for dinner cooked by the Leaders. On Saturday evening, we had a joint camp fire with other Scouts – and it must be said that Rusthall Scouts did us proud with their volume and knowledge of camp fire songs.
With the weather gradually improving, Sunday began with Scouts’ Own – a period of quiet reflection on our good fortune. Then to the assault course with all the Scouts having a go.

After lunch. We were joined by ten Cubs in the first “Link Camp” to be held in recent years. Accompanied by Les Warner and Christine Funnell, they immediately settled into camp routine – and we know that they were impressed with what they saw and did with the Scouts.
The afternoon involved training in knots and lashings, felling axe and backwoods cooking. The latter was put to good use as the evening meal consisted of mackerel gutted, wrapped in wet newspaper and cooked in embers – eggs cooked in hollowed-out baked potatoes – and chocolate bananas.
Pioneering was on the programme for Monday. With a good number of poles and lashing ropes available on site, the morning was spent on constructing “ballistas”. These are styled on the catapults used by the Romans, with water-filled balloons being used as ammunition instead of rocks. After lunch, a swing boat was built by the older Scouts as part of their Chief Scout Award. This proved to be great fun for all and went down particularly well with the Cubs.
Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to the Cubs before tea. We hope that the few hours spent with us will give them even more encouragement to come up to the Scouts at the appropriate time.

Tuesday dawned with sun shining and it was with some regret that we set about striking camp.

Looking back over the five days, what memorable incidents were there ?

How about the look on the cashier’s face at Safeway when confronted with trollies full of 36 loaves of bread, 18 four pint milk containers, 64 bananas and other sundry salad stuff – or being staked out and bombarded with balloons full of cold water – or Robert Mankelow trying to get in the Guinness for the most number of gnat bites in one day ?
Our thanks go to all those who made this camp so successful – we look forward to the Summer Camp to be held at Oxford during August.
Sponsored Stroll – Sunday 7 June

Sunday 7 June saw about 40 “strollers”, including two District Commissioners (Scout and Guide) and six dogs setting off on a nice easy stroll around Bewl Water.

The weather was fine, although it was wet, muddy and slippery underfoot in places, as Gill Dack had found out the day before. She had decided to do the walk on Saturday as she was organising the event and would not be able to take part on Sunday. Having completed about ten miles, she slipped on a muddy bit and badly sprained her ankle. When we arrived on Sunday morning she was on crutches !
We set off in parties of various sizes and at different times. We made our first check point in about 1½ hours, where we were checked in and served with a variety of drinks by Jill Edwards.
The next stage was all on roads (2½ miles) which we completed in just under an hour – and a “lap of luxury” check point 2 turned out to be the Hobsons’ smiling faces and their caravan parked on the green – tea, coffee, biscuits and the luxury of a real loo were available – but, if we were to make the next stop before closing time, we had to be off.
So, once again, down to the water’s edge for about three miles, then up to The Bull at Three Legs Cross (hope that’s the right way round) for a spot of lunch and a check on the blisters.

A fairly easy four miles or so followed, with one more check point and back to the start.

We were all sitting eating ice creams before checking out and Gill, by this time, was beginning to think we had all got lost.

More tea at the Hobsons’ caravan – and then it was off home to soak the tired feet.
To Gill and all our helpers a big “thanks” for a well organised event.

Don Page seemed to be turning up everywhere, including the pub !

Whilst most of us took an easy stroll, James Ponsford and his party did it in about five hours.

Our Supporters Treasurer had had German Measles so, although he could not walk the course, he turned up at all the check points.

Although everyone who took part deserve a big “thank you” for their time and effort, we felt we would just mention Di Woodward who had over £125 on her form – and, whilst most of us were quite happy to sit and eat our ice creams listening to the highland music, she joined in the dancing !
	Young Stuart Carter, who has only been in the Scouts for two or three months, led his father at a quick pace – and was delighted to tell us that he was sponsored to the tune of some £135 – well done, Stuart.

Finally, we must end by thanking everyone who sponsored us. We are sure you will be as delighted as we were when we tell you that we raised over £700, a magnificent total. So, thanks everyone.

It really was a most pleasant and enjoyable day out.
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PS : We heard a rumour that, once her ankle is better, Gill Dack is going back to do the rest of the walk.
We are soon to lose 2 Leaders

Chris Woodward tells us that he is unfortunately losing two of his Leaders soon.

John Peters has got himself a new job and both he and Diane are moving to Titsy Hill.

May we take this opportunity of thanking them both for all they have done over the years for Rusthall Scouts  - wishing them all the best for the future and hoping we shall see them from time to time.
From News Gazette No 16
September 1987

Editorial

Having attended the recent District Annual General Meeting, Bill Cockcroft, our new County Commissioner, gave a very light hearted but meaningful speech. As its contents were very appropriate, we will take this opportunity of relaying it on to you.

He opened his account by outlining the differences he was experiencing at the various District AGM's he had been attending since becoming County Commissioner. Ours, he agreed, did take the record for being the shortest (the business side of the evening taking some 21 minutes). 
He also talked about the novel way one Group had raised about £800 by having a sponsored suck. Each entrant had to suck a Rowntrees fruit gum - he thought it was possibly one of the quietest ways of raising money !
The main message of his speech was to do with team work and he emphasised the need for all Sections of Groups to work together - as Scouting is from the age of 6 (Beavers) to Ventures (20), not just the age group of Beavers, Cubs, Scouts or Ventures. It is necessary for each Section to know what the other Sections are doing - how they run, what they are involved in, etc - to keep the boys interested, so that, once he reaches an age when he has to leave his Section, he knows what to expect and is looking forward to it. Apparently the biggest drop off is between Cubs and Scouts.

It was an interesting speech and we hope will set a few minds working to enable scouting in our District to maintain the high standards set by our founder.

To briefly report on the remainder of the meeting Brigadier Sherman commented on the high standard achieved by all the candidates for the place at the Jamboree with particular congratulations going to James Ponsford the successful candidate, and Rusthall Group for their fine effort on their Sponsored Stroll to raise money.

Congratulations were also recorded to Paris Anderson who had been awarded an MBE in the latest honours list.

Thanks were also offered from all quarters to Harry Cook, the retiring DC, particular thanks being offered by Jean Russell (ADC Cub Scouts) who said she felt sure there was not a Cub in the District who did not know who and what Harry was.

A formal welcome was given to Christopher Court the Chairman of the District Executive Committee. 
All in all a very pleasant evening.

Friday 13 November (sounds ominous) is the Scout Group and Supporters Association’s Annual General Meeting in the Parish Hall - coffee is served 7.30 for a prompt start of the business side of the evening at 8pm. This is an ideal opportunity to air your views or make any points on the running of the Group’ so do come along and take part in this important meeting. After the business we intend to have light refreshments and you will have the opportunity to discuss with the Leaders any problems you may have. You should all then have had copies of the reports to study, including the financial report, which once again, thanks to the sterling work by our Supporters, is in sound condition.

Our 5th Father & Son Camp

This year saw a change of territory for our 5th annual Father & Son Camp. It was held at the District Camp Site at Adamswell.
By the time I arrived at 10 minutes past midnight (having been to Crawley to bowl in a tenpin bowling match) and being dropped at the gate and told “They are over there somewhere”, I had resigned myself to a very wet weekend following the previous week’s weather. Eventually I found the HQ tent but, to my surprise, all three patrols were still out in the wilds following their maps and completing various incidents. One by one the patrols came back, enjoyed hot soup and chatted about the evening’s event – and then to bed.
We, the Hog Patrol, were woken at 6.25am by one of the boys unlacing our tent and announcing that breakfast should be in 35 minutes.time - thinking that the time was in fact 7.25am. What a great start. After another hour’s sleep, some of us got up and waited for 7.30am to arrive so we could locate a watch (which flew off Graham Nobles wrist while swopping long grass the night before) when the alarm went off. Everybody could hear it, but could not find it because I just happened to be standing on it buried in the grass.

Following breakfast, the three patrols (the Dogs, Hogs and Mogs) assembled round the flags, to be welcomed to the camp – and told that we had, first, to supply for the camp fire that evening  a stunt, a clay model of the patrol name, plus a poem about the Austrian and Swiss Navy – and, secondly, to present at 11am on Sunday morning a golf club and a garden implement per Father and Son, a windmill and grass rope 6-foot long for each patrol. 
Then it was off to a nearby farm to attempt to do some water skiing, each patrol trying to pull all their Sons and two Dads over the water – and not through it, as was the case with nearly everyone.
Back to camp to cook lunch and then it was kite making time, one per Father and Son again. Most soared upwards, and just as quickly (if not quicker) came down to earth again. Next followed Highland Games - tossing a rather strangely shaped caber, throwing an even stranger hammer and finally trying to throw a very wet discus. No world champions here, although Garry (Shoulders) Saunders nonchalantly swung the hammer around his head one-handed and let go rather a long throw.

Time for our evening meal, so it was back to the hot fire again - grilled sausages, boiled potatoes and peas, followed by steamed puddings and custard. Washing up done, just time to spruce ourselves up ready to receive the visitors for our camp fire. This was a very enjoyable affair, including stunts, songs and musical accompaniment, courtesy of 'Big' Bill Barter with tin whistle. All this was mixed to a perfect blend by the very capable hands of Malcolm Carver who, in my opinion, lead one of the best camp fires I have had the pleasure attending. Time to turn in and recharge the batteries for another hectic day.

Sunday breakfast – cereal and beans on toast (you are not really going on Summer Camp are you, Don ?) Flag break, followed by the most crazy game of cricket ever, played on a slope which batsmen struggled to climb - and bowlers continued to bowl non-stop despite the fact that at times there were no batsmen at the wicket. The fielding, it must be said, was of the highest order and some excellent catches were held.

Time now for the judges to tour the patrols, marking the efforts of the past 24 hours. Some very good golf clubs, garden implements and one great windmill were judged, amongst tremendous mickey taking from other patrols. Just managed to fit in two holes of golf before lunch which was Backwoods cooking.

Scouts Own was held round the flags and then the winners of the weekend activities were given - but we never had any doubts about the winners did we, Spencer ? The Hogs of course. Time to pack up and make tracks for home and a nice hot bath. One more camp done - how do we manage it ? Many thanks to all who came, for your company and fun - to the HQ Staff for running the weekend. Hope to see you all again next time.

Don Page
PS : I nearly forgot to mention the weather. In traditional Father & Son Camp Style it rained Friday evening. Saturday started bright and sunny and stayed that way all day, except for a heavy 10 minute shower during the Highland Games. Sunday was very much the same, if not warmer - I and several others have very brown backs to prove it!

Weren't we lucky?

Kent Challenge – 19 & 20 September

Many of us have just returned from our annual 'Outing' to the above event to assist the Tunbridge Wells District in running one of the incidents.

Held a week earlier this year, our incident was staged in the grounds of Chilham Castle. The Rusthall contingent,  which this year equalled that provided from the rest of the District, arrived in dribs and drabs throughout the afternoon and assisted in setting up the incident - an obstacle course, through stinging nettles, under and over trees, spiders web ropes, a scramble net and finally through a series of Hawthorn bushes. The course was tried out by Rod and Ann Bavin and Monica Moody who wore blindfolds (nothing is easy on Challenge) - with Chris Woodward as Team Leader giving instructions and a helping hand on occasions. They did very well and proved the course was not going to be 'easy' in the 25 minutes allowed.

After tucking into our evening meal, we sat and waited for the teams to arrive. The expected rush never came and throughout the night we only had 58 out of the 98 teams through. Still, we had a roaring camp fire to sit round and talk, or sleep, and we must have between us put the world to rights at least twice. The usual cooked breakfast was followed by general cleaning up and off home to a Sunday lunch or whatever ! In all a very well-run event by Steve Browning who has taken over as Incident Leader for the District.
Scouts Summer Camp - Oxford
This year we made the journey to Oxford, the boys and Leaders by train, others by car and transit van, on its second trip there in two days, both times loaded with equipment. On arrival the van was unloaded, a quick lunch break for the workers, then off to Oxford Sta±ion to meet the train and collect the boys kit, leaving them to walk to the camp site - a stroll of about 20 minutes during which the heavens opened and soaked them - what a great start.

The camp was to be different from other years in more ways than one, as we were soon to find out. Firstly. more time was to be spent in camp, due to the fact that the river was very close to the site and we had the chance to go swimming, canoeing and gig pulling (?) which turned out to be crewing an over-sized rowing boat, an experience most of us will remember for a long time to come. Other in-camp activities included mini Olympics, it's a knockout, sack football, cricket and football, plus a number of boys passing the Athletes badge. There was also a competition to find the patrol who could build the best shower.

The unexpected difference about the camp was the fact that we were robbed on two occasions. The first time by two youths in the late afternoon, one of which was caught and later handed over to the Police. The second time was late at night the following day. This time it was a lone visitor and again he was caught and turned over to the Police. He was the one who got away the first time. Poor Di Woodward was unfortunate enough to be the person to raise the alarm on both occasions, not a very pleasant experience for anyone - glad to say she braved it all and enjoyed the remainder of the camp. George Potter and Johnathan Pink were very quick off the mark both times in catching the 'baddies'. Well done Di, George and Johnathan - we were and still are very proud of you.

It was 3.30am before HQ staff got to bed following visits by the Police. 
The next day, with all patrols out hiking, was to have been a nice relaxing day for us - no chance. Over a cup of coffee following the patrols departure it was agreed by all that we must move the marquee etc. close to the rest of the camp - and so began a very hectic and hard morning’s work moving the marquee, stores tent, uniform tent and HQ staff tents. After lunch Malcolm, John and I went off to fetch pallets, which we collected from a printing firm in Oxford. This was our only supply of firewood and several journeys had to be made during our ten day-stay. Needless to say, that evening everybody was out on their feet and we all retired to bed as early as possible.

Two visits out of camp were made in one day - the first in the morning to Oxford United Football Ground for a tour. It proved to be very interesting. We saw the Milk Cup on display in their boardroom, soft drinks followed the tour and we were also given some lapel badges, some football programmes and two banners. Then it was off to the Cotswold Wildlife Park at Buford. This was also a signal for the rain to begin. It was a great shame because it is such a nice place with lots of animals, etc. to see. Despite the wet everyone seemed to enjoy the visit.

Other visits were to the local swimming baths which I understand proved to be great fun, as did the visit to Oxford Ice Rink.

Meals in camp turned out to be very good (at least all of mine did), but I believe some people weren't quite so fortunate. Thats the luck of the draw and Garry and myself struck lucky every time.

The day before we were due to return home, three of us made a trip down to Rusthall with the first load of equipment and got back to camp in time for evening meal and the camp fire which, as always, was great fun. 
Up early Friday morning, pack everything up, transport boys’ gear to the station, back to site for sandwiches, load transit and set off down the M40 and M25, home to Rusthall at 6pm. 
Whew ! Looking back on the camp and the good time we all had, it’s hard to believe bad times do occur - but they did and I am sure we shall all remember Di calling out in the dark for many years to come. Thank goodness we had such a great bunch of adults and we were able to joke about the incident later on.

I made a few notes while at camp, they were : John Noble gained his pallet breaking badge, Chris Woodward can sleep on a clothes line, I'm sure Malcolm Carver does not count sheep, he just keeps repeating 15-2, 15-4, 15-6 and a pairs eight. Johnathan Pink soon knew the location of the police station, hospital and doctors. Mary Saunders plays a good game of sack football at full back. Di Woodward makes a good night-watch person. Garry Saunders is an expert on the trapeze.

Thanks to all for a great time, the company, the laughs, the crib and PLs for inviting me along. Biggest disappointment that none of the budding anglers managed to hook nothing more than a boat.  Biggest laugh on hearing that Garry brought the house down one night. Most enjoyable moment, the whole ten days.

Have passed on to Oxford United Manager the names of some outstanding footballers : Matthew Sloane, Alistair McLean, John Noble and Mary Saunders.

Comment made by David Weeks during a game of football – “The bigger they are the harder they fall” - not bad for someone knee high to a grasshopper - enough said.

Don Page.

PS: Since we have been back home my wife booked an all-day mystery trip with the Maidstone and District - and guess where we ended up. That's right - Oxford - and John Noble took his wife Glen there for a weekend. No doubt about it - Oxford's got something special.
If it’s Saturday - it must be Brugge !
23 & 24 October 1987

From News Gazette No 17 – March 1988

The Chief Scout's Award says "plan, participate in and report back on a visit to a foreign country".  So look out Brugge - here come seven Scouts, one Cub, one Leader and a female Helper from Rusthall Wednesday night troop.

Planning for the weekend was carried out by James Brown, Jamie Mankelow, Spencer Maclean, Paul Burger, Paul Hurcomb and Graeme Noble.  One pair undertook the Tonbridge to Dover leg - the second pair planned the Cross-Channel portion -  whilst the third pair arranged Zeebrugge to Brugge.

On Friday 23 October we all met at Tonbridge Station for the 9.14am train to Dover, in time to catch the 11.30am P & O ferry to Zeebrugge. The 4½ hour crossing provided us with the opportunity to see the bridge of the ferry where all the dangers of navigating in the busy sea lanes of the Channel were explained to us. Our thanks to the P & O Master who took the time to show us the ropes.

On arrival in Zeebrugge, we cleared customs without any fuss, except for some looks of embarassment as the Customs Officers inspected the newly acquired passports (complete with newly taken photographs !).  Then a short walk to the station and on to the train for the twenty minute trip to Brugge.

We had planned to stay in a Youth Hostel just outside Brugge and arrived at approximately 7.15pm. The Hostel was almost brand new and a number of the facilities were not yet available. However, the rooms were spotless and after unpacking we headed for the town centre and dinner.

The next day was for sightseeing and after the obligatory visit to the tourist information office to buy maps, guide books, etc we decided to try a canal boat trip. Brugge is ringed by a canal, two thirds of which can be seen by boat. It was interesting to hear about the old buildings and people that had established Brugge as one of the prettiest towns in Belgium. A visit to a lace museum was next on the itinerary where we saw ladies using the traditional method of lace-making.  Shown at a slow speed, it was still difficult to follow the movements of the bobbins in the hands of experts.

The afternoon was spent at leisure, shopping for souvenirs and seeing more of the magnificent buildings at close hand.  
Dinner this evening was eaten in a 'Pizzahut' restaurant (very conservative, us British) and finally back to the Youth Hostel for a well-earned rest.

Sunday dawned and preparations were made for the return trip to England.  Once again, the train took us to Zeebrugge and then on the ferry to Dover, to arrive finally in Tonbridge at 6.30pm.

My thanks to all the Scouts for their sense of fun and adventure, and for their behaviour in a foreign country - which did much to enhance the reputation of Scouting as a worldwide movement.

Garry Saunders

Scouts clear fallen trees
From the Kent & Sussex Courier - November 1987
Scouts and their leaders from the St Paul's group at Rusthall have almost cleared a path between the parish church and the Beacon Hotel which was blocked by fallen trees after the October hurricane.
The path is now clear, apart from two large trees, and the Scouts are continuing with their task of restoring that area of Rusthall Common.  They have been encouraged and helped by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

of St Paul's Rusthall Scout Group
held on Friday, November 13th, 1987 at the Parish Hall, Rusthall
Mr. Roger Hyder was in the chair. 
He gave a warm welcome to all, especially the District Leaders:- Harry Cook, Geoff Dennis, Jean Russell, Paris Anderson, Robert Smith, our President, Miss E. Brankston, our Vicar and Sponsoring Authority, Norman Mantle, Noel Boxall and Fred Ongley.
The Chairman spoke of the very sad death of Don Page.  He was one of the Groups most loyal supporters over many years and will be greatly missed by us all.  A minutes silence was observed in his memory and Norman led us in prayers.
Apologies were received-from:- District .President Brigadier Sherman, Mr. & Mrs. C. Woodward,. Mrs. J. Fichtmuller, Mr. L. Evans, Mrs. J. Epps, Mrs. P. Vanns, Mr. J. .Sinclair, Mr. C. Ellis, Mrs. T. Warner, Mrs. P. Carver, Mr. & Mrs. Price, Mrs. R. Burger, Mrs. J. Cook, Mr. R. Boxall, Mrs. J. Boxall, Mrs. M. Woodward and Mr. D. Taylor.
The minutes of the 1986 AGM were accepted (Proposer Shirley Barter, Seconder Noel Boxall). 
There were no matters arising.
Finance

 The Chairman announced Bill Barter's resignation as Treasurer and thanked him for all his hard work over the years.  Bill congratulated the Supporters for all the money raised this year - almost £3,000-00.  Some of the higher figures in the accounts are due to the inclusion of the Beavers into the Group accounts this year.  The accounts were adopted, (Proposer Eric Adcock, Seconder Tom Smith)
G.S.L. Rod Bavin invited Roger Hyder to continue as Chairman.
Chairman's Report
Roger began by thanking all those who were involved in compiling the booklet, especially Stuart Muggeridge for the excellent drawing on the front cover.  He also thanked Group Council for their support during the year.
Roger congratulated the Cubs on gaining so many badges - they will need longer arms soon. He is looking forward to celebrating Miss Brankston's 60th Anniversary of starting the Cubs in Rusthall.
The sponsored stroll round Bewl Reservoir was very successful in raising money towards James Ponsford's trip to Australia. Roger thinks James will be a good Ambassador for Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall.
The Chairman concluded by thanking Norman, our Sponsoring Authority, and Miss Brankston, our President, for their continuing support.
Election of Group Council

	Chairman
	- Roger Hyder

	GSL
	- Rod Bavin

	Treasurer
	- John Weddell

	Secretary
	- Ann. Weddell.

	
	
	

	Morag Cochrane (Cub parent)
	John Mercer
	Malcolm Carver

	Bill Barter
	Derek Edwards
	Ray Stevens

	Shirley Wellsted (Proposer Fred Ongley, Seconder Noel Brxall)


GSL's Report 
Rod reported that the patient is healthy.  Everyone is up to an excellent standard. James Ponsford will go to Australia with our love and affection and we shall look forward to hearing all about the Jamboree in the New Year.
There have been several changes of leaders this year - Monica Moody, Ann Bavin, John and Diane Peters and Ann Milton have stepped down.  It is hoped that Ann Milton will come back as an assistant next year.
The loss of Don Page will be very painful for a long time to come. He epitomised the quality of Rusthall Supporters giving so much of himself at all times with such willingness and enthusiasm.
Supporters Report
Before business commenced Roger Hyder spoke on behalf of Pam Page, thanking everyone for their cards, flowers and messages of sympathy since the loss of Don.  Roger then expressed his own grief and that of so many present.  Don was a good friend and a very special person.
Derek Edwards, Chairman of the Supporters Association, then stood and thanked everyone on and off the Committee, for their hard work during the past year, raising much needed funds.
Richard Burger spoke briefly about the accounts adding that once again the total exceeded that of the previous year.  The profit now stands at £2,918.38.  He also said that as Pam Carver was stepping down this year she would be missed, not only for delivering our posters to shops in the village but her knack of selling items donated to us and raising extra cash.  The accounts were then proposed, Garry Saunders, sec. John.Noble.
Election of Committee

Two new members joined us - Eva Davis was proposed by Chris Hyder, seconded. Monica Cunningham.  Peter Ponsford was co-opted.  The committee were then elected en-bloc - Proposer Roy Ward., Seconder Noel Boxall.
Roger then thanked Derek for acting as Chairman, and although he will be stepping down as Chairman Derek will, remain on the Committee.
Fred Ongley, our Vice-President, stood and thanked the Committee and friends for continuing to work hard and raise funds to benefit Scouting in Ruathall.
Presentation of Awards by the District Commissioner, Harry Cook
	Cubs Gold Arrow
	Greg Stacy, Ben Luxford, Daniel Ford, Brett Coleman, Ruben Kyte, Paul Weston.

	
	

	Chief Scout Award
	James Ponsford, David Bagley

	
	

	Scout Award
	James Saunders

	
	

	Venture Award
	Jonathan Pink

	
	

	Kerrin Carver QS Awards
	1st Cub Pack Shield
	David Burren, Daniel Settles.

	
	2nd Cub Pack Cup
	Alasdair Cochrane, Paul Weston.

	Scouts Cup
	David Bagley

	
	

	Freedom Trophy
	For the Cub who has got the most out of Cubbing throughout the year - Jason Wrighton

	
	

	Thanks Badge
	Pam Carver & Bill Barter


Any Other Business
The District Commissioner, Harry Cook, gave greetings from the District and thanks for all the help that Rusthall Group give to the District.
Roger wished Geoff Dennis success in the New Year when he takes over from Harry Cook as District Commissioner.
David Pink thanked the Group, on behalf of the Church, for the tremendous help given in clearing the New Churchyard after the storms in October.  There will be another day in December to carry on the good work if there are any more willing volunteers.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1987
	March
	New Scottish National HQ opened at Fordell Firs.

	
	

	April
	The Queen reviews Queen's Scouts at Windsor.

	
	

	June
	500 Venture Scouts assist with the organisation of the St. John Ambulance Centenary Party in Hyde Park, London. Also, at same event, 250 Scouts from Greater London North East enter the record books by cooking the world's longest sausage (9 miles).

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	July
	17th General Assembly of the International Fellowship of Former Scouts and Guides held at University of Warwick attended by 700 Members from 33 countries.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	August
	Service held on Brownsea Island (August 2) to mark the 80th Anniversary of the first experimental camp, attended by Colonel Brian Evans-Lombe OBE who took part in the original camp.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	HRH The Duke of Kent attends Birmingham Gang Show.

	
	

	December
	Over 800 UK Scouts attend the 16th World Jamboree in Australia. The contingent included Ranger Guides for the first time.

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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