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“Varied are the ideas of what constitutes ‘success’, eg money, position, power, achievement, honours and the like. But these are not open to every man – nor do they bring what is real success, namely happiness”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.

· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Pot Luck Supper & Beetle Drive

11 March 1989

The Supporters Association hold a Pot Luck Supper and Beetle Drive – 97 tickets sell bur there is huge last minute interest with well over 100 participants.

From News Gazette No 20 – March 1989

Our thanks to Colin & Shirley - Our Supporters Association Chairman, Colin Ellis, has now taken a position with his company in Watford! so has had to resign from the Committee.  Our thanks go to Colin for all his efforts and enthusiasm, and Good Luck to Shirley Wellstead who has stepped into his place. We know you will do a good job, Shirley, as you have a willing Committee behind you.

Sadly, our costs are rising - Reluctantly, we have had to increase our subscriptions this year, the first time for some while and they currently stand at £18.00 for the first boy and £12.00 for subsequent members from the same family.  The increase has come about to cover the new levy put on us by District, County and Headquarters "capitation".  In 1988 it went up by £2.00 per head and this year a further £1.50 has been added so of the £3.00 we have increased our subs., you can see we are already on a 50p per head loss situation.  This is, of course, where our Supporters come to the rescue, so please give them all the support you can by attending any of their events.  They are good fun, value for money and it gives us a chance to meet you.

Perhaps we should try to briefly outline what is meant by "capitation". The Scout Association, to which we all belong, has a Headquarters with County and District "branches. They provide us with the all important insurance cover for all. of our activities. They keep us informed of what is going on in our own District, etc and this does of course require time and money. At the end of March we will have to pay £10.00 for each boy and Leader to District - we currently have the largest Group in our District with membership of 189 -  that's £1,890.00  !! So, if you haven't already payed your subs., may we ask you to do so as soon as possible. Our own District keeps £3.45 per head to cover their costs and the remainder goes to County and Headquarters.

Another way you can help us in our efforts to keep costs down is by completing the Deed of Covenant forms your sons will have brought home with the letter from our GSL explaining about subscriptions, etc. To complete this form costs you, the tax​payer, nothing at all, but it gives us (from the Inland Revenue) an extra £5.00 approximately for each form completed. If you are not sure about anything concerning the Deed of Convenant, please ring cur GSL, Roger Hyder.

The Chief Scout, Garth Morrison, will be visiting our half of the County on 8 July 1989, so we will be taking as many boys (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Ventures, of course) who would like to go, to Mote Park in Maidstone for a day of activities and the chance to meet our top man who will be spending a full day at the Park - more details shortly.
We are always in need of extra help in the Group so perhaps we should start a situations vacant column (that's not a bad idea Ed.) - read on.

	Wanted
	One Venture Scout Leader or Assistant

	Qualifications
	Apart from being available most Friday evenings, none - We provide the necessary training.

	Remuneration
	Job Satisfaction, Fun and Friendship guaranteed.

	
	

	Wanted
	Two Assistant Scout Leaders

	Qualifications
	As above, but needed Tuesday Evenings for two hours.

	Remuneration
	As above.

	
	

	Wanted
	Three Mums willing to be on the Supporters Association Committee (even a Dad would be appreciated).

	Qualifications
	Able to attend about eight meetings a year and have one bright idea !

	Remuneration
	None ! But you are working with a great bunch of people.

	
	

	Wanted
	A Beaver Scout parent to be on the Group Council

	Qualifications
	Have a son who is a Beaver Scout and be willing to attend about six meetings a year to give guidance to our Scout Group.

	Remuneration
	We do at least meet in the warm in the Winter months !

	
	

	Finally
	Finally, the Scouts’ photocopier needs some attention / maintenance, Is there anyone out there who could undertake this task for us please?

	
	

	For more information please apply (with personal CV !) to: Roger Hyder.

	

	Seriously, we always need help, cannot ever get enough, and promise you will not only benefit the young people, but will get an immense amount of pleasure cut of it.  So come on let's see if we can fill these vacancies - don't leave It up to "Somebody Else".
Supporters’ Coffee Morning

United Reformed Church Hall

6 April 1989

9.30 to midday
Operation Clean Up

	8 April 1989



From News In Focus - 18 April 1989

St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group hopes to raise £250 from a sponsored litter clear-up of litter of Rusthall Common on April 8th.  Around 24 Cubs, Scouts and Leaders from the Group collected enough litter in an hour to fill a pick-up truck.  With the Clean Kent Campaign being launched on April 18th, the Scouts are one step ahead with their effort to claen up the common.
From the Kent and Sussex Courier 14th April 1989

A pick-up truck was filled to overflowing with litter on Saturday when the St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group was sponsored to clean up Rusthall Common.  Two dozen Cubs, Scouts and their Leaders hope to raise £250 for their litter hour participating in National Clean Up day on 23rd April.  Mr Roger Hyder the Group Scout Leader said ‘It really is amazing what people throw away. Due to the Scouts’ efforts the common is a somewhat cleaner and safer place for all to enjoy.  We would like to thank Tunbridge Wells Borough Council for their support and encouragement.’
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Researchers’ note - Cubs and Scouts worked in small groups under supervision of a Leader for one hour across Rusthall Common and were expected to collect a maximum of 20lbs of rubbish per person.

St George’s Day Parade
St Mark’s Church
23 April 1989
Supporters Association Promise Auction

29 April 1989
Jumble Sale

Parish Hall
20 May 1989

10am to noon & 2pm to 4pm.

Group Autumn Fair
23 September 1989
Did you attend or help at the Autumn Fair ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Supporters Association Race Night

21 October 1989
Did you attend or help organise the Race Night ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
From the AGM Report

Beaver Scouts Friday Colony

This year Friday Beavers raised £80 for the Rainbow Ward at the Kent & Sussex Hospital by collecting pennies in a bottle and topped up with proceeds from an afternoon tea.  Cedar (Pauline Maclean) took a few boys each week to visit the ward and talk to the children, which they all enjoyed very much.  The Ward Sister came to Beavers at the end of the summer term to collect a cheque and the boys presented her with a collage of the Colony which now hangs in the ward.  One of our newest recruits recently stayed in the Rainbow Ward for an eye operation and was pleased to find his Beaver friends there with him.

In July we travelled to Mete Park, Maidstone, in the "Pembury bus" for a day of activities and to meet the Chief Scout, Garth Morrison.  We all had a super time trying out new skills, making string pictures and paper spears, decorating biscuits, playing parachute games, riding on miniature train, and watching a hot air balloon take off.

District Camp in September brought Rusthall together with other Beaver Colonies and Cub Packs for a Pirates Treasure Trail involving lots of fun and games, ending in a drenching during a water fight.
September closed with a Camp Fire at Adamswell with our friends from Speldhurst, Pembury and St. Phillip's Colonies.  

Cub Scouts - Tuesday Pack

Our Bob-a-Job week raised well over £200 with a great effort from John Watson and Chris Young who, working together, raised £70. Because of the success of Bob-a-Job week we were able to subsidise the visit to Cub Hut at West Kingsdown where the boys took part in organised events and they had a great day. Some of the Cubs visited "Hulabaloo" at Maidstone to meet the Chief Scout.

Scout Troop 

Camps have included Spring Bank Holiday at Hammerwood, near East Grinstead, Summer Camp- at North Walsham in Norfolk, Chief Scout camp at Maidstone and the now traditional District Camp at Adamswell.  

At North Walsham the troop made use of the water activities on the adjacent lake, where boats, canoes and surfboards were available.  Since our Summer Camp held by the River Thames two years ago, two Scouts, Grant Ellis and Adam Bagley, have progressed from tentative paddlers to extremely competent canoeists and both have just achieved the British Canoe Union '5 Star' award.

The Troop has also participated in a number of hikes.  Troop hikes have involved walking up to 25 kilometres and staying in either the Ightam Scout H.Q. or the Youth Hostel at Crockenhill.  The biggest hike challenge was the Kent Scout Hike carried out by Graham Kay, Ben Parke, Chris Mullaley and Stephen Coyle.  This was a two-day event covering approximately 40 kilometres and a dozen incidents over a 24-hour period, and the team managed to come a very creditable 23rd out of over 80 teams that completed the event.

Venture Scout Report
Thanks to the tremendous enthusiasm displayed by Dave Humphries our Unit is back on its feet again and actively taking part in District, County and their own activities.  This year they, have built the camp fire circle and chapel at the District campsite, taken part in Top Team and Kent Challenge, went to London Venture and have had meetings with other Venture Units in the District 
Dave's sudden death was a shock to us all.  He was very proud of his Unit and their achievements and wanted this to be their own report.  We therefore print it as it was written.
The building of the Chapel - The Rusthall Venture Unit was given the task of building the Chapel for Adamswell District camp site.  I initially envisaged an intricately carved wooden structure so it was a pleasant surprise when it was revealed to me that it was an open-air chapel. We were given a drawing of an altar made from telegraph poles but this idea was scrapped because the poles were so heavy it would have been impractical.  V/3 then had to redesign it before we could build it.
Bright and early one Sunday morning Glyn, Mark, the two James, Dave, Peter Ponsford and myself went down to Adamswell.  Dave, with a little help, started building the altar while the rest of us made good use of some stakes to construct a fence.  It was hard and arduous work - a lot of digging was involved which wasn't helped by the hot dry August which had made the ground dry.  By 4 o'clock we were all totally exhausted and decided to finish the work next week. 
The following Sunday we travelled back down to Adamswell and worked in slightly less uncomfortable temperatures. More stakes had been cut from the woods and we were able to finish the fence.  By now, the altar had been finished so we set to work on the first two rows of seating.  This was again very strenuous work with a lot of sawing and digging.  After two very busy Sundays our part of the task was completed.
We would like to thank our foreman, the District Commissioner and all concerned for the hard working example they set us, also for the much welcomed refreshment.
Paul Hurcomb
Top Team 1989 - What better reason to get absolutely drenched when it isn’t raining, or to get absolutely exhausted when you could be relaxing than for the honour of Rusthall V.S.U?  For that is exactly what a team of us did on Sunday  2nd July for Top Team 1989.

Top Team is a kind of "It's a knockout" competition that is designed for both disabled and able-bodied competitors.  We entered a team made up of five of us and three females "borrowed" for the occasion.  The games involved stacking tyres with someone constantly on top of them, throwing water balloons to or at each other, trying to beat-the-goalie, (with a football) and a game involving a sedan chair that could only have been invented by a complete sadist.  
All in all the day served two major purposes firstly, it enabled both disabled and able-bodied teams to work together, but it also gave great enjoyment as, although we didn't win, everybody had a really good time, which, after all is what it's all about.

David Barter
Kent Challenge 1989

16th & l7th September

Venture Unit "A" Team
From our distribution point at Port Lympne Zoo car park we were driven by mini-bus to our start point five minutes away.  From here we walked towards our first incident. 
Oh, what luck !  The water incident, which entailed crossing a canal full of mud, weeds, etc. four times. Luckily we did not manage to complete the incident so only had to cross it twice.  From here we continued (refreshed) towards our next incident which turned out to be the first aid incident run with the help of a number of our supporters, who wished us luck on-our way.  The incident involved estimating the width of a river, semaphore and Morse code.   
On to the next incident which turned out to be further away than we-thought, due to a navigational fault (must be something wrong with the map !). This incident was an obstacle course done carrying a sedan chair and water whilst blindfolded.  Next was a quick walk up to a checkpoint and then on to a "Construct a Ballista" incident set on top of a rather steep hill. We did quite well on the incident.  
Then we followed the contour of the hill for a mile or so to the next incident - a frantic wheelbarrow push up and down (and up and down etc.) a slope with a subtle hint of method to the madness, and on again to the next incident, an unbelievably simple task ... and on again over motorway and railway to the next incident which consisted of building a 9ft. tall free-standing flagpole and tying a reef knot in spaghetti.  
Then on along the disused railway up the embankment and through a rather confusing wood which brought us to the wrong place, but with some amazingly brilliant navigation we were back on the right route round the outskirts of a town to a checkpoint where we were directed round an Army Firing Range and back down to the Royal Military Canal which we followed to our last incident.  This involved basic First Aid, stretcher: construction and carrying it down a hill and finally on to our Start and Finish point just as it was getting light. The end of a perfect night.
Signed: Glyn Churchill, Paul Hurcomb, Robert Mankelow, Stuart Mugridge. Our team finished in 16th position.  Well done, lads.  
Kent Challenge 89 
Venture Unit 'B' Team
After sweating over where Team B's map had gone we decided that the four of us - David Barter, James Brown, Jamie Mankelow and myself, James Ponsford, could only improve.  I was responsible for leaving it on top of Dad's car!   We luckily found it half way across the field.
It was dull and drizzling as we set off so we were wrapped up warm.  However, after the first incident most of us did the rest of the twenty-odd miles in T-shirts.  After setting off at 8.10 p.m. it stopped drizzling and after that it was incredibly warm.  At exactly one o'clock when the full moon broke through the clouds we were on top of the South downs catapulting sandbags down the hill.  It was amazing to see all of the marsh below us, and our "moonlight shadows".  Our «ne decent throw went out of bounds but we were not disheartened.
We were conscious all evening of a huge radio mast with red flashing lights on top of a steep hill, and possibly the hardest part of the walk was avoiding the frogs on the road (amphibious frogs), and then climbing up the hill to the mast.  Again we had a view of the coast and knew that we still had our water incident to come somewhere down below us.  We all survived the filth, scum, smell and weed of the water incident and sped up a. hill to what we guessed to be our last incident which happened to be manned by the Rusthall supporters.  En route we very cunningly lost a team that had been following us, even if I do say so myself.  We left the Rusthall incident discreetly (we had received ‘outside assistance’ in the form of some toffees, and literally jogged to our finish, overtaking one very dejected-looking team on the way.  We finished at 5.50 a.m., five minutes after the 'A' team had finished.
After snoozing and throwing boiled sweets at crane-flies for a few hours we sleep-walked to the presentation ceremony.  Rob in the ‘A’ team thought that the 'Barbarians' had beaten their team and since the 'A'•team, were faster and. had done Challenge before, I suspected that we were behind both the 'A' Team and the Barbarians, but both teams whopped, the Barbarians and we ended up 9th out of 100-odd teams.
We only got lost once, but at a second glance to the map, the railway we were looking for was found, to be in a tunnel.'  (So that doesn't count).

Supporters Association Christmas Coffee Morning
9 December 1989

Skip appointed Group President
Chris Woodward steps down

Chris Woodward steps down as Leader after 24 years service with the Group.
Steve Pearce appointed
Steve Pearce is appointed Scout Leader of the Tuesday Troop.
Gone Home
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	Miss Ethel Brankston
Insert brief profile
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Do you have any memories of Miss Brankston that you would like to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
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	Tom Smith
Insert brief profile
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Do you have any memories of Tom Smith that you would like to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
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	David Humphries
Insert brief profile
	Insert photo (from Sue Humphries ?)


Do you have any memories and a photo of David Humphries that you would like to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1989
	March
	London Venture, international camping weekend for 1,500 Swedish Senior Scouts and 3,500 British Venture Scouts at Crystal Palace. King Carl XVI Gustav of Sweden led the overseas visitors. A highlight of the weekend was a musical evening at the Royal Albert Hall.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	April
	The first commercial sponsorship of a Scout Proficiency Badge. The Scout Athlete Badge is sponsored for three years carrying the 'Matchstick' sportswear brandname.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	June
	The results of the Uniform Consultation Survey. The main change was the decision to abolish headgear for all Sections.

	
	

	
	

	July
	10,000 young people from over 40 countries attended the Discovery '89 Camps at five sites in the UK.

	
	

	
	

	October
	The 32nd International Jamboree-on-the-Air. A new amateur radio demonstration station, callsign GB2GP was opened at Gilwell Park.

	
	

	
	

	December
	The Scout Leadership Training Programme received an official commendation from the Department of Employment in its National Training Awards Scheme.

	
	

	
	


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
[image: image8.png]



	
	
	            Last updated 17 July 2014



