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1995
“No one can pass through life, any more than he can pass through a bit of country, without leaving tracks behind, and those tracks may often be helpful to those coming after him in finding their way”
Lord Robert Baden-Powell

(1857 to 1941)
	?
	We are seeking :

· Further events that occurred this year.
· Copies of The Venture Messenger.
· Copies of the St Paul’s Church Parish Magazine for this year.

· Copies of the Kent & Sussex Courier for this year.

· Any knowledge that you may have of this year.


Can you help ? Please click HERE if you can.
Cubs Fun Day

Adamswell District Camp Site

From the Cubs Annual Report by Maddy Snook – February 1995

Muddy, but the sun shone all day.

We eventually erected a Patrol tent, learned how to lay and follow tracks and took part in a First Aid incident.

we learned how to walk as a group, identify trees and worms and gained skills in avoiding geese.

Unofficially somebody set a world record for pinging a baked bean a considerable distance.
From the timing of the report, the Fun Day may have taken place in 1994.

Did you attend the event and have memories or photos to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
March was a very busy month for our Supporters

March was a very busy month for the Supporters Association and the New Headquarters Fundraising Committees. That month’s Parish Magazine reminds us that the following events were held :
Saturday 4 March - a Beetle Drive & Pot Luck Supper - at 7pm in the Parish Hall. Tickets were £2 for a child, £3 for an adult and £10 for a family - available from Gary Saunders and Mark Stevens. Guests were asked to bring their own cutlery, plates, glasses and drinks.

Friday 17 March - a Sausage Sizzle - at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. There was no charge for admission - but there was plenty of food, campfire entertainment and news of the Group’s plans for the future.

Saturday 18 March :

· A Coffee Morning in the United Reformed Church Hall, starting at 9.30am. Donations of raffle prizes, books, toys, tins, bottles, cakes and “white elephant” items were very welcome.

· A “Sponsored Knot” from 10.30 to 11.30am in Rusthall High Street.

Saturday 25 March – A Barn Dance from 7.30 to 11.30pm at St Gregory’s School, Tunbridge Wells. Tickets at £6 each were available from Gary Saunders and Mark Stevens – and included a ploughman’s meal.

Our “Sponsored Knot” - 18 March

	Time for something different !  Time for a sponsored event ! After due debate the New Headquarters Fund Raising Committee decided upon a “Sponsored Knot” in the High Street – something that the Group had never done before.
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But the main Supporters’ Association Committee keep a very full diary - there can’t be many Saturdays free - we don’t want to clash – or do we ? Consultation soon resulted in agreement that for the two events to coincide could well be of benefit to both. Being situated within only a few yards of each other, Coffee Morning customers in the United Reformed Church Hall could easily be directed to our Sponsored Knot – and observers of our Sponsored Knot steered towards the Coffee Morning. 
But manpower might be a problem – members of our New Headquarters Committee also serve on the main Supporters Committee. Not to worry – there will be plenty of Cubs, Scouts and Ventures present to lend a hand if the need arises.
After a few weeks of “negotiation” with Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Kent Highways and Kent Police, our intended encroachment upon the High Street was agreed – safety would, of course, be paramount, but there would be no need to close the High Street to traffic.

A letter to the Guinness Book of Records received an interested response – “Yes, please do let us know how many reef knots are tied in an hour”.

A length of suitably stout rope was set aside in the Group stores, posters displayed throughout the village and news of our intended event in the local media. Every Cub, Scout and Venture received a sponsor form for donations per knot tied by an individual or sponsorship overall. Two people sat down at a dining room table in Manor Road – cutting dozens of balls of string into 8-inch lengths.

Thankfully, Saturday 18 March was a dry day – overcast, but dry. The New Headquarters Committee assembled in the High Street, soon to be joined by dozens of eager Cubs, Scouts and Ventures. Our very helpful representative from Tunbridge Wells Borough Council arrived in plenty of time for our 10.30am start, to provide all with fluorescent jackets.
Our length of sturdy rope was securely tied to the bollards on the pavement opposite the Central Stores – from St Paul’s Street to the fish and chip shop. A bundle of string was distributed to every participant.

Let knotting begin ! Fervant activity ! An air of friendly competition – “I bet that I can tie more reef knots than you !”  Unsurprisingly, not a single lad needed to be showed how to tie a reef knot - only a few needed a little help when they got in a tangle. Brotherly advice between peers – “No, you don’t do it like THAT – you do it like THIS”. 
Throughout, our Borough Council friend and adult helpers ensured that Our Lads’ preoccupation with knotting did not allow them to step off the pavement into the road. Throughout, there was a constant flow of Coffee Morning customers and onlookers between our two venues.

Promptly at 11.30am, a halt was called. So-called adult experts examined each knot, counting them as they proceeded along the rope.

Sadly, the number of reef knots tied has been forgotten in the mists of time. Subsequently, the Guinness Book of Records was astounded by the number, but were unable to judge whether or not this was a record – we now know that an accredited observer needed to have been present - we will know in future that they do not regard a Group Scout Leader, District Commissioner and Vicar as trustworthy.
Nevertheless, our Sponsored Knot raised nearly £400 for our New Headquarters fund – and our Coffee morning £XXXXX for Group funds.
Do you have any photos of the Sponsored Knot to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
A new Acting District Commissioner

March 1995

Tony Donovan stands down as DC - John Bevan becomes Acting DC - until 1996.
GASAC

Guides and Scouts Activity Camp ?
Adamswell District Camp Site

May 1995

GASAC is  held at Adamswell District Camp Site

Did you take part in the camp ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
District Cross Country Competition

Our Cubs enter the District Cross Country Competition.

Mark Harrison was the best Rusthall performer coming 6th out of 50.
Did you take part in the competition ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Supporters’ Boot fair and Summer Fete

15 July 1995
The Boot Fair and Summer Fete were held at St Paul’s School from 10am to 4pm. 
Pitches were available for £5 from Gary Saunders. Entry for adults was 30p, but free for children. 
There was a variety of sideshows and a barbecue.
Did you attend or help organise the event ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Beavers County Fun Day

July 1995

Did you attend the Fun Day and have memories or photos to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
18th World Scout Jamboree

Dronten, the Netherlands

1 to 11 August 1995

Madelaine Davidson and Andrew Forrester of Rusthall Venture Scout Unit attend the World Jamboree in the Netherlands.

Do you have Jamboree memories and photos to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE
Summer Camp

Phasels Wood

August 1995

Summer Camp was held at Phasels Wood (the Hertfordshire County Site) 
The camp included  a visit to Hendon Air Museum
Did you attend the Summer Camp have memories or photos to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Our Thanks to a Bank

	[image: image2.jpg]



	On behalf of Natwest Bank, Mr Tom Lee (far right in both pictures) presents the Troop with a new tent
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District Beaver Scout Football Tournament

Our Beavers are winners of the District Beaver Scout Football Tournament.
Did you take part in the tournament and have memories or photos to share ? 

If so, please let us know by clicking HERE.
Supporters Association Quiz – Saturday 14 October

Another evening of memory-testing questions, starting at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. 
Gary Saunders took bookings in advance - £2.50 for teams of up to 6, competitors to bring their own refreshments. 
Prizes were presented throughout the evening, with a special prize for the winning team.
Scout Movement Milestones - 1995
	April
	HRH The Duke of Edinburgh reviews the Queen’s Scouts at Windsor

	
	

	June
	Her Majesty The Queen officially reopens the White House and refurbished Training Centre at Gilwell Park.

	
	

	
	

	July
	3,000 Scouts and Guides leave Crystal Palace for the 18th World Scout Jamboree in the Netherlands.

	
	

	
	

	October
	700 Scouts stage ‘In the Spotlight’ a fast moving showcase of musical and creative ability at the Royal Albert Hall.

	
	

	
	

	
	Integrated pilot project based in Coventry explores new ways of supporting Scout Groups.


Click HERE if you have any further information regarding this year
or

HERE to return to our Navigation page
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