	The Still Incomplete History of the 

St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group
	
	Appendix 15
Nonesuch Green



[image: image1.jpg]


Appendix 15                    
Nonesuch Green

Nonesuch Green, Rusthall’s very own Folk Group, had its origins in the summer of 1974.  In July of that year, members of the Stamm Seeadler Scouts from Wiesbaden, Germany arrived in Tunbridge Wells as guests of the Rusthall Scout Group, thus reciprocating a visit to Germany by Rusthall Scouts in 1973.  Before moving off to a joint summer camp, an official welcome evening was held at the Skinners’ School, Tunbridge Wells, at which members of both Groups provided entertainment by singing a number of songs.  Rusthall Scouts excelled themselves by including a song in German in honour of their guests, having been coached by the official interpreter for the evening, Mrs D Terry.  The German Scouts gave an impressive performance as several of them had brought their guitars with them.  It was learned that they performed regularly at various events at home as a Folk Group and that they had also produced a record of traditional Scouting songs.  Not to be outshone, Rusthall Scouts decided that they too should have a dedicated singing group and so Nonesuch Green was launched.  There are a number of suggestions about the origin of the group’s name but in fact, Nonesuch Green just happens to be the old name of an area of Southborough at the top of Speldhurst Road near the junction with London Road and the founder members of the group felt that it was a good ‘folksy’ name.

Although generally referred to as a Folk Group, Nonesuch Green brought together a group of Scouts, Venture Scouts, Scout Leaders and Instructors (and for a short time one Cub Scout, David Barter) who enjoyed singing and playing a variety of instruments, including guitars, whistles, flageolets, drums and other percussion instruments.  Their repertoire was by no means restricted to traditional folk songs and they set out to entertain, and have fun without taking themselves too seriously.  

There were around twelve founding members but over the years the numbers varied tremendously as some moved on and others joined in.  There was no restriction on membership – if you were member of the Scout Group and could sing reasonably well you were welcome to join in.  The group was fortunate to have a number of choristers from St Paul’s Rusthall Church.  If you could play a musical instrument or were prepared to have a go - even with the triangle, tambourine or kazoo - so much the better.  However, the group also encouraged participation by arranging for younger members to receive lessons in playing the guitar.  

Over the next ten years the group was particularly active and regularly gave performances to entertain at Group events, including AGMs and other local and Parish functions such as fetes, barbecues, and parties for Scouts and other organisations.  Several performances were given to entertain residents of two retirement homes, namely Seven Springs, in Tunbridge Wells and Simmons Court, Rusthall.  

However, the group went on to gain wider recognition both nationally and internationally, largely as a result of three appearances on stage at ‘Folk Fest,’ the International Scouts and Guides Folk Music Festival staged at the Royal Albert Hall, London, in 1977, 1979 and 1981.  This was a remarkable achievement for the group as it was quite unusual for performers to be invited to participate at this event on more than one occasion.

The first Scout Folk Fest was held in 1968 as a National event and along with a band competition was seen as part of a drive in the mid 1960’s to encourage the creative side of Scouting.  Folk Fest was a great success and it subsequently became an international event to be held every two years.  In 1977 members of Nonesuch Green felt confident enough to audition for ‘Folk Fest 8’ and were of the view that, even if they were not invited to perform at the main event, they would at least gain some valuable experience from the associated music workshop which formed part of the auditioning session.  However, the judges were obviously impressed by their performance as the group was invited not only to perform at the Royal Albert Hall, on October 29th, but to open the show which was compered by Rolf Harris.  Two years later the group was invited again to perform the opening number for ‘Folk Fest 9.’  Their third appearance at ‘Folk Fest 10’ in 1981 was an extended one, during which they sang a medley of 12 songs, ending with a singalong with Rolf Harris of his hit song ‘Tie Me Kangaroo Down Sport.’  Photographs of the group on stage at Folk Fest were used in promotional leaflets produced by Scouting magazine. 

Following ‘Folk Fest 8’ some members of the group were invited to London in December 1977,  to join other Scouts in helping to distribute song sheets to members of the public along the Mall and around Buckingham Palace for the ‘Carols for the Queen’ event.  This special Carol Singing Party was held to celebrate the end of the International Year of the Child.  The carol singers assembled in Trafalgar Square and then, led by bands and escorted by torchbearers, they progressed down the Mall to Buckingham Palace where the Scouts and the wider public joined in the carol singing.  A member of Buckingham Palace staff was reported to have remarked ‘I have worked here for more than forty years and have been able to see all the state parades but never anything like this. The Queen must be absolutely thrilled.’

The performances at Folk Fest were commercially recorded and released on cassette tape, thanks to the efforts of the producer Mr Ian Grant, of Standfast Music Ltd, and so the achievements of Nonesuch Green were recorded for posterity.  However, the group decided that they should emulate their German friends of 1974 and produce an EP record of their own.  The record, aptly entitled ‘Nonesuch Green - This is Our Record,’ was produced with assistance from Ian Grant and Standfast Music Ltd. 
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The four tracks included one recorded live at Folk Fest 8 and three additional tracks that were recorded at St Paul’s Church, Rusthall, which doubled as a recording studio.  One of the new songs ‘Home to Rusthall’ was written and composed by Paul Dobson one of the founder members of the group.  The record went on sale in aid of Group funds through members of the Scout Group, anywhere the group performed, and later through a few local shops in Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall in the run up to Christmas 1978.  Further recordings and broadcasts were to follow at Tunbridge Wells Hospital Radio and BBC Radio Kent.

Nonesuch Green were frequently asked to sing at District St George’s Day parades in Tunbridge Wells and sometimes led Remembrance Day services at St Pauls’ where, in 1982, they introduced the dropping of poppy petals over the chancel.  In April1978, the group was honoured to be asked to perform in St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle during the Scouts’ National St George's Day Service.  The theme of the service was ‘Brotherhood’ and the group sang ‘Bread and Fishes’ a folk song with a message of brotherhood.  The group went on to give a performance at Gilwell later in the year.  Then in September they led the signing at the morning service at the National Scout Commissioners' Conference at Loughborough University where they were introduced to the Chief Scout, Sir William Gladstone and to the Chief Scout of Japan, Mr Akira Watanabe.   
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	National Scout Commissioners' Conference, Loughborough 1978 L to R  Richard Berrett,  Peter (Bill) Histed,  David Livingstone and Richard Boxall (both partially obscured) Anthony Hibberd, David West, Mr Watanabe, Chris Woodward, Carole Boxall (Marks), Paul Dobson, Stephen Browning, Mark Ashby, Tim Berrett.


During the summer of 1978 the group starred in their own open-air concert on the Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells as part of the local Carnival Week.  Before the concert, the group entertained from their float in the carnival procession with most members on board and those who could not be accommodated barn dancing alongside - hard work, especially up Mount Pleasant. 

In October the group was invited to give a performance at the European Scout Summit Meeting at London’s Metropole Hotel.  They were so admired by Spanish Scout Leader Alberto Carver that he invited the group to make a guest appearance at the Spanish Scout and Guide Festival of Song, to be held in Madrid on March 18th 1979.  Eleven members of the Group, accompanied by Ian Grant, travelled to Madrid where they entertained an audience of about fifteen hundred people.  

Immediately before the Festival, the group attended a reception at the Palace of the Mayor of Madrid, and witnessed an important episode in international Scout history.  A short ceremony was conducted to restore legal recognition of Scouts of Spain after a period of forty years.  Scouting was officially founded in Spain in 1912 and World Bureau recognition was gained in 1922.  However, recognition was withdrawn in 1938 due to the political situations although Scouting continued as an ‘underground activity’.  The ceremony marked the establishment of the Federation of Scouting in Spain, which incorporates three national associations: the Scout Association of Spain, the Catholic Scout Movement and the Scout Association of Catalonia.

After returning from Spain the group thought that they would be able to take a break, but no, they were invited by County Commissioner George Herbert to participate at Martlet ’79 – an International Scout camp at Firle in East Sussex, held to mark World Jamboree Year.  (A Jamboree was to have been held in Iran this year but it had to be cancelled due to the fall of the Shah of Iran in a coup.  Instead, simultaneous events were held worldwide so that no-one missed out on an international experience). 
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	Nonesuch Green 1979  L to R:  Stephen Smith, Mike Marks, Richard Boxall, Peter(Bill) Histed, Mark Peters, Carole Boxall (Marks), Tim Berrett, Anthony Hibberd, Nick Whitehouse, Mark Ashby, John Peters, Marcus Maylam, Chris Woodward, Hugh Barter, Richard Berrett.  Front: George Potter, Paul Fleming, Andrew Mercer


Another fine performance at Martlet ‘79 prompted an invitation from the Dutch Scouts’ contingent to join them in The Hague for their Gang Show on Ice later in the year.  All went well, and the Nonesuch Green were well received, although it proved quite difficult to keep the guitar strings in tune in such a cold atmosphere.  Accommodation was provided at a local Scout headquarters which would normally have been fine, but the group had some unwanted nocturnal visitors – rats, which entered the building from an open sewer that was undergoing repairs directly outside the front door.   

Other notable appearances by the group included a programme of entertainment for Scout Leaders at the Kent County Conference at Christ Church College Canterbury and participation in the closing Act of Worship, in April 1979; and an invitation to perform before the Chief Scout at the national presentation of Queen Scout Awards at Imperial College, London, during the afternoon in March 1982.   
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	In October 1983 the group made a return to the stage at the Royal Albert Hall to participate with other youth organisations in a Gala Evening of Youth to mark the centenary of the Boys Brigade. 


Although the group continued to entertain at various events over the next few years, many members had moved on and there were fewer people coming forward to join, so life was not quite so hectic.  The last major performance by Nonesuch Green, though with a substantially different line up from the early days, was at the Rusthall Group Gang Show in 1991 and spin off performances for residents at Rusthall Lodge and a group of 70 or so older people at Sevenoaks at the request of Sevenoaks Methodist Scout Group.   Nonesuch Green was finally wound up in 1993, almost 20 years after its inception.
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