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Appendix 1
Our Scouting Timeline  
This Timeline is but a small part of 

“The Still Incomplete History of the St Paul’s Rusthall Scout Group”.
Please let robin.boxall@globalnet.co.uk or robinatrusthall@yahoo.com
 know of any milestones that you feel should be added.

	
	Rusthall Scouting Milestones

	
	

	1850
	· 14 August - St Paul’s Church, Rusthall, consecrated by John Bird Sumner, Archbishop of Canterbury.

	1887
	· St Paul’s Mission Room (now the Church Centre) is built in Workhouse Lane (now Rusthall High Street).

	1897
	· 4 January - The Rusthall Company of the Church Lads Brigade (no 1195) is initially opened. The Company is one of six the Canterbury Regiment 1st Battalion (B46).

	
	· 

	1901
	· The Rusthall Company of the Church Lads Brigade is disbanded.

	1905
	· Miss Ethel Brankston, future Cub Mistress of 48 years standing is born.
· 9 March - The Rusthall Company of the Church Lads Brigade is reformed, under its Chaplain, the Reverend FN Eden.

	1908
	· St Paul’s Mission Room is greatly enlarged.

	1909
	· Between 26 April & 15 June (exact date to be determined) - St Paul Rusthall Incorporated Church Scouts Patrol enrolled with the Church Lads’ Brigade – only the 13th in the country to do so.

	
	· 

	1910
	· February - The St Paul Rusthall ICSP is posted to Rochester 1st Sub-Division (having itself been formed on 4 November 1909).
· 21 to 27 August - St Paul Rusthall ICSP take part in the first Rochester 1st Sub-Division Camp at Felpham, Bognor – with St James’ ICSP (Tunbridge Wells), Kippington (Sevenoaks) and a detachment of Boy Scouts from Alton. The Camp Chaplain was Rev A Tomlinson of Rusthall.
· 29 October - The 1st Rochester Sub-Division of the Incorporated Church Scouts held a field day in Tunbridge Wells, the Patrols taking part being Rusthall, Kippington (Sevenoaks) and St James’ (Tunbridge Wells) – followed by tea and entertainment in Rusthall Mission Room.

	
	· 

	1911
	· 19 to 28 August - St Paul Rusthall ICSP take part in the second Rochester 1st Sub-Division Camp at Felpham, Bognor – with St James’ ICSP (Tunbridge Wells), Kippington (Sevenoaks). The Camp Chaplain was Captain Rev A Tomlinson of Rusthall.
· 14 December – St Paul Rusthall ICSP take part in a “sham fight” (a wide game) with St James’ (Tunbridge Wells) and Kippington (Sevenoaks) in the area of the Toad Rock – followed by tea and announcement of the results at Rusthall.

	1914
	· Rev. A Tomlinson - Scoutmaster

· Scouting in Rusthall ceased in the early part of the First World War, the exact date yet to be determined

	
	· 

	1919
	· The Troop is reformed under Rev HF Shepherd, Scout Master.
· 15 August – The Rusthall Troop is initially registered with the Local Association.

· I October – The Rusthall Troop is initially registered with Imperial Headquarters, and is allocated registration number 1820 - recorded as “Controlled by the Vicar of St Paul’s, Rusthall, and Church Officials, with Headquarters in the Mission Room, Rusthall”. The H.F. Reverend Shepherd, of 3 Rusthall Common, was the first Scoutmaster.
· 6 October - Statement lodged with Imperial Scout Headquarters by the Reverend HF Shepherd, to the effect that “Incorporated Church Scouts, in connection with the Church Lads Brigade, existed formerly in the Parish”.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1920
	· 7 November - The Rusthall Company of the Church Lads Brigade is finally disbanded.

	1922
	· The Band attends the Hospital Sunday Parade.

· Summer Camp – Sea Mill farm, Worthing.

	
	· 

	1924
	· 2nd Rusthall Scout Troop formed ?

	1928
	· 8 May - Rusthall Cub Pack is founded – 6 boys under the leadership of Miss EF Brankston

· 24 September - Form of Re-Registration submitted to Imperial Headquarters by the Reverend FB Soady, Group Scoutmaster & Scoutmaster. Born in 1905, Miss EF Brankston is recorded as Cubmistress, and served the Group in this capacity until 1976.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1945
	· 6 November - Alf Singyard, Patrol Leader of the Badgers, dies in the Far East – serving as a Royal Navy Sick Berth Attendant on board HMS Sainfoin.

	1948
	· “Skip” & his family arrive in Rusthall, living in Rusthall House Cottage, near Rusthall House

	1954
	· The beret becomes permitted for Boy Scouts - but Rusthall remains loyal to their broad-brimmed hats !

	1955
	· In the mid-50s Scouting in Rusthall is at a dangerously low ebb.

· Word soon spreads that “Skip” was once a Scouter – Robin Boxall is present when a small delegation arrives at “Skip’s” home – to ask if he will help with the Rusthall Troop.

· The rest is history !

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1956
	· “Skip” Boxall accepts formal request from Rev. Brian Williams to become Scout Master.

	1957
	· 17 January – “Skip” Boxall receives his Scout Master’s Warrant.

· May – Alan Welch first Scout to attain First Class badge under “Skip’s” tutelage
· Camp – Rusthall House.

· Scout Summer Fete – Rusthall Girls’ School.

· August – Rod Bavin joins Kent Contingent at Centenary Jubilee World Jamboree, Indaba and Moot, Sutton Coldfield.  Party of Cubs and Scouts from Rusthall spend a day visiting the Jamboree.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1958
	· 15/16 February – The Troop spend a weekend in London, visiting the 12th South Lambeth Troop. Both troops attend the Church Parade at Herne Hill.

· Easter Camp – with 12th South Lambeth Troop. Rusthall House.
· Whitsun Camp – Rusthall House.
· Summer Camp – Hope Farm, Hawkinge, Folkestone.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1959
	· The Rusthall Rover Crew is first established under Rover Leader Cyril “Cy” Graber and Rover Mate Rod Bavin – initially meeting in the Mission Hall.

· The Rusthall Scout Group “Gang Show”.

· November - “Skip” Boxall completes his ‘Wood Badge Preliminary Training. 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1960
	· Summer Camp – Butchers Coppice, near. Bournemouth  - perhaps our wettest Summer Camp ever.
· Robin Boxall, Jack Payne and Dave Green attend International Scout Camp at Estoril, Portugal.

	
	· 

	1961
	· Robin Boxall, Dave Green, Brian Perkins & Mick Redhead all attain the Queen’s Scout Award.

· May – Group contributes to Baden-Powell memorial Fund and is entered on the roll of the Baden-Powell House Founder Groups 
· November - Long trousers become alternative wear for Senior and Rover Scouts – Rusthall still prefers and continues to wear shorts.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1962
	· Summer Camp – Kingsdown.

· December - Brian Perkins Robin Boxall & Mick Redhead attain the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award and attend a reception at Buckingham Palace.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1963
	· Robin Snook attains the  Queen’s Scout Award – presented by.Mr PA Godfrey-Phillips, District Commissioner, at the St George’s Day Parade at St Barnabas, Tunbridge Wells.

· May – Robin Boxall appointed Assistant Scout Master.

· Senior Scouts Summer Expedition to Wicklow Mountains,Ireland

· August - Robin Snook attends the 11th World Jamboree on the Plain of the Battle of Marathon, Greece.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1964
	· Summer Camp – Elmer Sands, Bognor Regis.

· Robin Snook attains Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award – presented by Prince Philip & Sir John Hunt at Buckingham Palace.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1965
	· Peter Tovey attains Queen’s Scout Award

· Senior Scouts compete in Operation Kent Challenge.

· October – Robin Boxall appointed Assistant Senior Scout Leader.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1967
	· Joe Redhead & Robin Snook almost win the final Kent Rover Hike Competition.

· Senior Scouts enter County Competition -Operation Challenge – held in Tunbridge Wells District this year.

· Senior Scouts Summer Expedition to the Lake District

· Bryan Welch attends the 12th World Scout Jamboree in Farragut State Park, Idaho, USA.

· County Commissioner’s Challenge Awards presented to Algis Cininas, Peter Coppard, Andy Marks, Peter Richardson & Bryan Welch.

· Peter Tovey appointed Assistant Scout Leader.
· May – Two Scout Patrols participate in the Diamond Jubilee Camp at Somerhill Park, Tonbridge (a joint Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge District event).
· October - Opening of the new Rusthall Scout Headquarters – the Coffee House, Denny Bottom.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1968
	· The Rusthall Rover Crew attend the final Kent Rover Moot, Buckmore Park – and witness the conveyance of the Rovering Coffin.

· The re-organisation of the Scout Movement dictates that, along with all others, the Rusthall Rover Crew is to disband.

· The Group hold a “Camping Evening”

· August – Troop Summer Camp at Albury Park, Shere, Surrey

· September - “Skip” Boxall awarded Long Service Decoration and Medal of Merit 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1969
	· June - Scouts ‘Meet the Chief’ (Chief Scout Sir Charles McClean) on his visit to Kent. 

	1970
	· Our second Cub Pack was formed under the leadership of Cub Scout Leader Monica Cunningham and Assistant Cub Scout Leader Ann Bavin. Monica ran the Pack for 21 years.
· Joint Summer Camp  – Bala,North Wales, with 1st Newport (Shropshire) Troop  (of whom Robin Boxall is Scout Leader).

	1971
	· “Rush-Along II” competes in the National Scout Car Races (Cleethorpes ?)

	1973
	· Scout Troop visit to Wiesbaden, Germany Summer Camp with Stammseadler Scout Troop.

	1974
	· Nonesuch Green Folk Group is formed

· July- Scouts from Wiesbaden Stammseadler Troop, Germany, visit Rusthall, and camp at Stonewall Park, Chiddingstone Hoath.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1975
	· The Group celebrates Miss brankston’s 70th Birthday ?

	1976
	· Group photo taken on the Pantiles.
· Miss Brankston retires as Cub Mistress (since 1928)  and is appointed Group President.
· August – “Skip” and Des Tovey awarded the Wood Badge.

· Autumn Fayre raises £400 for Group.
· Rusthall fails to enter a team in time for the Scout/Ranger Guide Kent Challenge – but provides cooks and QM service to team entered by Rusthall Rangers.

· Summer Camp – Dorset

· November – Venture Scouts enter Operation Triangle, a competitive event for Sussex, Surrey and Kent Venture Scout Units

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1977
	· Peter Histed attains Queen’s Scout Award

· Eddie Tasker and Peter Watson awarded the Wood Badge

· Derek Edwards appointed Venture Scout Leader

· April/May – “Skip” Boxall awarded the Silver Acorn – attends National St George’s Day Parade and Scout Service, Windsor Castle.  Award presented at St Paul’s Church Rusthall, by County Commissioner George May.

· September – Special Jubilee Year Chief Scout’s Awards presented to Nicholas Whitehouse, Stephen Browning, David Rusbridge, Mark Everest, Mark Standen and Ian Flint by Chief Scout, Sir William Gladstone at GilwellPark
· October – Nonesuch Green open ‘Scout and Guide Folk Fest 8’ at Royal Albert Hall, London.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1978
	· Richard Stevens and David Taylor attain Queen’s Scout Award

· April – Nonesuch Green Folk Group perform at National St George’s Day Parade, Windsor

· April – Supporters’ Association raise funds for Group through a ‘Sponsored Knit’

· Charles “Sub” Simpson – Venture Scout Leader – Gone Home 

· May  ? – Miss E Brankston celebrates 50 years in Scouting
· August – Summer Camp at Charborough Park, Dorset joined by Wiesbaden Stammseadler Scout Troop, Germany.

· November - Nonesuch Green Folk Group release EP –‘This is our record’

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1979
	· March - Nonesuch Green Folk Group make guest appearance at Spanish Scout and Guide Festival of Song in Madrid

· May – 50 plus members of the Group turn out for a sponsored clean-up of Rusthall common –collecting ¾ ton of rubbish and raising £300.

· November – Nonesuch Green open ‘Scout and Guide Folk Fest 9’ at Royal Albert Hall, London.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1980
	· June – First ‘Wellie Throwing’ Competition- organised by Group Supporters –raising £500.  Winners were High Brooms Working Men’s Club, runners –up Royal Navy Association

· Visit to the Wiesbaden Stammseadler Scout Troop, Germany.

· Group Photo at Toad Rock.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1981
	· October - Nonesuch Green Group perform at Scout and Guide Folk Fest 10 at Royal Albert Hall, London.

· December – Nonesuch Green Group hosts special 65th birthday and pre-retirement party for “Skip” Boxall.

	
	· 

	1982
	· Stephen Browning, Kerrin Carver and Mark Standen attain the Queen’s Scout Award.
· Scout Troop runners up in District Swimming Gala.

· March – Nonesuch Green perform before the Chief Scout at National Queen Scout Awards, Imperial College London.
· March – P A Godfrey Phillips former District Commissioner has Gone Home.
· March / April – “Skip” Boxall formally retires as Group Scout Leader – special retirement party held at the Skinners’ School.  “Skip is appointed Vice President of the Group.
· April - Rod Bavin appointed Group Scout Leader

· July – “Skip” Boxall awarded Bar to the Silver Acorn – ‘for further specially distinguished services’.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1989
	· 1 January - Monica Cunningham awarded the Medal of Merit.

· Miss Brankston, Group President, has Gone Home.
· “Skip” Boxall is appointed Group President.

	1991
	· The Group present a “Gang Show” in the Mission Hall.

	1992
	· Weekend Hike to Blackboys Youth Hostel from Ashdown Forest

	1993
	· Hamlet Wood Spring Camp

· Scout Group Reunion in the Scout Headquarters, Denny Bottom – in preparation for 75th Anniversary Reunion.

· First issue of “The Incomplete History of the Rusthall Scout Group”.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1994
	· May ? - Hike along North Downs to Kemsing Youth Hostel 
· August – Troop summer camp at Wellers Town (Chiddingstone) – 1st main camp by new leaders, Jamie Mankelow & Chris James 

· Scout Group 75th Anniversary Reunion – in the Mission Hall.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1995
	· New tent donated by Nat West Bank

· August - Summer Camp at Phasels Wood (Herts County Site) incl. Visit to Hendon Air Museum

	
	· 

	1996
	· May - Gasac - Guide and Scout camp at Adamswell

· August - Troop summer camp on Isle of Wight

	
	· 

	1997
	· County Hike – One team entered – enjoyed but no prizes

· August – Summer camp at Phasels Wood again with Ventures – visit to Duxford Air Museum

· Group man the coconut shy at the Tunbridge Wells Fair on Tunbridge Wells Common

· Troop undertake a weekend hike around part of the Tunbridge Wells circular walk.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	1998
	· Summer Camp at the Kent International Jamboree held on the Kent County Show Ground, Maidstone.

	1999
	· March – 4 Venture Scouts win the night hike competition at Broadstone Warren – the trophy being a set of antlers.

· August – 3 Venture Scouts and a Leader attend JANUS, the Kent Ventures camp, in Bala, Wales.

	
	· 

	2000
	· May – Scouts enter a team into the Groombridge (Scout) Football Competition for the first time

· May – The Millennium Camp at Adamswell is a washout for some groups – Rusthall’s marquee becomes a shelter for the displaced

· May – Scouts enter a team into the Speldhurst Pram Race, using the trek cart

· July – Scouts enter the District Raft Race - no success – new raft needed

· August – 2 Ventures, together with a scout and a leader (to make up numbers) undertake the Queen Scout  Expedition from Carlisle along parts of Hadrian’s Wall & the Pennine way in the north of England

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2001
	· January – First visit to Gilwell for the annual ‘Winter Camp’ 
· April – The troop have an evening Ice Skating at Gillingham

· April – Local presentation of the Queen’s Scout Award to the Ventures Stuart Perryman & Ben Martin
· May – A team enters the Groombridge Football Competition again
· July – First outing of the new custom ‘kit’ raft – result, junior shield won  in the District Raft Race.
· August – Scout summer camp held at Buckmore Park – including visit to Chatham Dockyard

· November – A group of scouts join in the District organised event called Mission 2 based on Eastbourne Youth Hostel.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2002
	· Scouts and Guides take part in a village organised concert

· Scouts walk around part of the Tunbridge Wells circular path, ending up at Adamswell for a BBQ

· January – Once again at Gilwell for Winter Camp

· April – Scouts and Cubs have a week on the Grand Union Canal in a canal boat out of Braunston, Leics

· June – The raft triumphs again, this time winning the senior trophy 
· August – County activity camp (Janus) held at Patterdale, Cumbria

· August – Summer camp in the New Forest with a new look.
· October  – Scouts have a day visit to Duxford Air Museum
· November – Scouts join a District organised cycling weekend on the South Downs based on the Truleigh Hill Youth Hostel
· November – Fund raising event held in the Parish Centre using ‘hobby horses’ and big dice for moves around a course with betting on the outcome via the Tote

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2003
	· February – Scout cycling weekend on South Downs based on Alfriston Youth Hostel

· 14 to 16 March – Cubs Wild West Camp
· March – Scouts take part in the District Football Competition coming ‘runners up’

· April – Cubs have a week narrow boating on the Grand Union Canal out of Braunstone, Leics
· May – Scouts take part in the Groombridge Football Competition coming ‘runners up’

· May – Scouts have a week narrow boating on the Grand Union Canal out of Braunstone, Leics

· July – The raft excels again, the scout teams win both junior and senior racing trophies but not the “constructor’s” trophy

· 19 July – Cubs Sailing
· August - Summer Camp was a group affair at Huish Woods Campsite, Taunton included caving in the Mendips and a visit to Yeovilton Naval Air base. 

· August - Cub Fun Day & Camp
· 6 to 7 December – Cubs Science Night
· 10 December - Cubs Christmas Party

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2004
	· April – Narrowboating on the Grand Union Canal for Cubs & Scouts out of Braunstone.
· August – Somerset again for summer camp this time including caving and canoeing.
· August – District Camp at Adamswell.
· September – Investigation trip to the Lord Amory to see what is available.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2005
	· January - Winter Camp at Gilwell

· July – District Raft Race - Both the Junior and Senior trophies again but the constructor’s again out of reach

· December / January 2005/6 – Scouts, Leaders & Parents go on skiing trip to the International Scout site in Kandersteg, Switzerland

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2006
	· April – Hike around part of the Tunbridge Wells Circular Walk.
· July – Raft Race - Both the Junior and Senior trophies again, but again the constructor’s eludes us.

	
	· 

	2007
	· January – Troop night includes making paper doves, undertaking the ‘fitness’ challenge and rope making

· July – Yet again we prevail with the Junior and Senior raft race trophies, but no constructor’s.

· 27 July to 8 August – Ben Martin is a service team member at the 21st World Scout Jamboree at Hylands Park, Chelmsford, Essex.

· 1 August – Kevin Powley and 6-plus Scouts spend the day at Gilwell Park, near Hylands Park.

· 1 August – 9 old Rusthall Scouts gather at the Toad Rock Retreat – exactly 100 years to the day from when Lord Baden-Powell opened his first ever Scout Camp on Brownsea Island. Kevin Powley joins the “old boys” on his return from Gilwell.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2008
	· January - Winter Camp this year was at a very muddy Thriftwood campsite

· August - Summer Camp included canoeing

· September – Group visit to the Royal Air Force Museum at Hendon

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2009
	· June - District Camp was held at the Guide Site at Blacklands Farm
· 9 September - “Skip” has Gone Home

· 25 September – Many old friends gather at St Paul’s to celebrate “Skip’s” life.

· December – Samantha Lister is awarded the Wood Badge.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2010
	· July – The Richard Boxall Rotary (memorial) Trophy presented to Scout Troop
· August - Summer Camp was at held at the Guide Site at Blacklands Farm
· 14 October – 10 old Scouts gather at the Toad Rock Retreat – to “celebrate not having seen each other for many years”. A resolution is passed to hold a Reunion of old Rusthall Scouts, Guides and members of the St Paul’s Rusthall Youth Fellowship in 2011.

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	2011
	· January – The “Grow Old Disgracefully” website is launched.
· 24 September – The Grow Old Disgracefully Reunion of Rusthall Scouts, Guides & Youth Fellowship members – in the Parish Hall.- with 108 old friends.

	
	· 

	2012
	· Thanks to Johnny Conn of the Church Lads' Brigade Historical Group, we learn of the earliest record (so far) of Scouting in Rusthall - 1909.

	
	· 
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